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Subject: Conference on antitrust guidelines in the agricultural sector 

Dear Sir, Dear Madam, 

The 2013 Common Agricultural Policy ("CAP") reform became effective as of 1 January 
2014. The new EU Regulation 1308/2013 establishing a Common Market Organisation 
for agricultural products ("the CMO Regulation")1 modifies the rules in particular as 
regards the olive oil, beef and veal and arable crops sectors. The CMO regulation allows 
producers of olive oil, beef and veal live animals and arable crops to jointly 
commercialise their products through Producer Organisations ("POs") subject to some 
conditions. There are in particular two key conditions. First, these POs should create 
efficiencies through common activities other than joint commercialisation. Second, the 
volumes subject to joint commercialisation should not exceed certain caps. These rules 
form a new Derogation to competition rules. This Derogation sets a new standard for 
allowing joint commercialisation by producers which is different from the one applied 
under general competition law. 

As announced in June 20132, the Commission is drafting guidelines about potential 
competition law issues arising in the implementation of this new Derogation. These 
guidelines are meant to ensure consistency across EU Member States and help producers, 
authorities and courts implement the new rules. The Commission has launched a public 
consultation of the draft text of the Guidelines on 15 January 2015 and invited citizens 
and organisations to contribute. 

In the course of the public consultation, the Commission is pleased to invite you to a 
conference to discuss the draft text of the Guidelines. This conference will take place on 
4 March 2015 in the Charlemagne Building, rue de la Loi 170, Brussels. Representatives 
of Ministries of Agriculture and of National Competition Authorities of the Member 
States are also invited to participate. The consultation period will end on 5 May 2015. 

This conference is meant to launch a useful debate with all stakeholders, National 
Authorities and Ministries of Agriculture regarding the new rules of joint 
commercialisation in the olive oil, beef and veal and arable crops sectors. 

1 Regulation (EU) No 1308/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 December 2013 
establishing a Common Organisation of Markets in agricultural products and repealing Council 
Regulations (EEC) No 922/72, (EEC) No 234/79, (EC) No 1037/2001 and (EC) No 1234/2007 (the 
"CMO Reeulation"').httD://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32013R1308 

2 http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-13-62 l_en.htm 
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Please note that the language of the conference will be English and that simultaneous 
interpretation will be provided in French, German, Italian and Spanish. 

We are looking forward to welcoming you at this conference. Feel free to disseminate 
this invitation to your contacts who might be interested in attending. All participants 
should confirm their attendance before 20 February 2015 to COMP-E-TF-
FOOD@ec.europa.eu. All questions regarding this conference should also be addressed 
to COMP-E-TF-FOOD@ec.europa.eu. 

Yours sincerely, 

Päul CSISZÁR 
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