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  QQuueessttiioonn::  AAnnsswweerr::  

1. EC Viability Test.  When we have 

previously undertaken similar studies for the 

European Commission in pre-accession 

countries, it has been a prerequisite for the 

companies concerned to pass the EC’s 

Viability Test.  The Test was applied during 

the Davignon Plan in Western Europe, and 

subsequently in the Czech Republic, Poland, 

etc.  We carry out the Test as a matter of 

course.  We understand the need to pass the 

Viability Test to be implicit in your terms of 

reference, but could you confirm this? 

The application of the EC viability test is 

not a formal requirement anymore, as long 

as future viability is demonstrated in an 

assessment according to state-of-the-art 

projections and calculations. The 

assessment of future viability must notably 

be based on realistic and sound projections 

regarding depreciation, financial charges 

and price-cost evolution. 

 

2. Evidence for Selection Criteria is requested 

in four categories: 

a. Curriculum Vitae 

b. Copy of Degree(s) 

c. Letter(s)of Reference 

d. Detailed references of publication 

 

We are able to provide (a), (b) and (c).  

However, category (d) seems more suited to 

academic advisers. As business/management 

consultants, our key references are the 

assignments we have undertaken, and these 

are described in each CV.   

 

As an alternative to (d), could we propose 

providing letters from former European 

Commission clients on similar studies 

confirming that we carried out the study and 

that members of our proposed team for this 

assignment were involved? 

 

Providing letters from former European 

Commission clients on similar studies 

confirming that the consultants carried out 

the study and that members of the proposed 

team for this assignment were involved 

falls under evidence c. (letters of reference). 

Therefore, in case the tenderers have not 

published anything in the relevant field, this 

piece of evidence may be waived. 

However, tenderers should provide all the 

other evidence as per the tender 

specification. 

 



2 

  

 


