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Call for proposals 2011 – Training of national judges in EU Competition Law 
 

LIST OF FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

GENERAL 
 
Q1. As a possible applicant do I have a right to claim direct answers on the CFP, either by phone or by 
email, from COMP.A.1 that is in charge of the training of judges programme? 
 
A. No. The EC financial regulation clearly states that Call for Proposals are subject to some fundamental 
principles among which the principle of transparency and the principle of equality of treatment. For these 
reasons, any queries should be addressed to COMP.A.1 at least by email (COMP-TRAINING-
JUDGES@ec.europa.eu). Answers would then be published on DG COMP website 
(http://ec.europa.eu/competition/calls/index.html) for everyone to be informed. 
 
 
Q2. Does the Call for Proposals 2011 include new provisions compared to the Call for Proposals 2010? 
 
A. Yes: 

• accommodation and meals/refreshments costs: according to Article I.10.4 of the grant agreement 
template, a flat-rate will be applied per participant for accommodation as well as  meals and 
refreshments (per-diem) depending on the country where the venue takes place and according to 
the EC rates (see Annex III of the Call for Proposals); 

• maximum amount of pre-financing: 50% (instead of 70% in the past). 
 
 
 
APPLICATION 
 
Q3. Do both the applicant (beneficiary) and its partner(s) have to provide the following documents 
requested in Annex 1 (copy of articles of association and certificate of official registration – annual 
accounts (or annual budget for public-sector organisations) for the last financial year, for projects involving 
an EC grant < 100 000 Euro – supporting documents confirming the fees paid to personnel (for example a 
copy of a salary slip, contract and/or salary grid – list of grants obtained by the organisation during the last 
three years….), in Annex 4 (Financial identification sheet) and in Annex 5 (Legal entity identification)? 
 
Aa. Mono-beneficiary grant: No: Only the beneficiary has to provide such documents. The partner(s) will 
be required to provide a letter of intent that will be included by the possible beneficiary to its application. 
 
Ab. Multi-beneficiary grant: Yes: Partners will also be part to the grant agreement and will thus have to 
provide the above mentioned compulsory documents, except for the Financial Identification Shhet and the 
Legal Entity identification as even in a multi-beneficiary grant, the amount awarded is paid only to the 
project leader (co-ordinator) who will then have to forward their share of the said amount to its partner(s). 
 
 
Q4. Is it possible to apply for a multi-beneficiary grant? What is the main difference between a mono- and 
a multi-beneficiary grant? 
 
A. Yes. It is possible to apply for a multi-beneficiary grant. With the mono-beneficiary grant, only the costs 
incurred by the beneficiary are eligible, not its partner(s). In a multi-beneficiary grant, eligible costs can be 
incurred either by the beneficiary (co-ordinator) and its partner(s) according to what is foreseen in the 
forward budget. 
 

http://ec.europa.eu/competition/calls/index.html
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Q5. If an applicant's proposal does consist in the creation of a database, which choice should the 
beneficiary tick in Section B.1 General Information of Part B. Project outline: "Which action(s)/measure(s) 
of the programme does your project address?" 
 
A. Tick "Network for judicial co-operation" and "distribution of documentation and information". 
 
 
Q6. We are considering submitting a project to your call for training of national judges in EU Competition 
Law and Judicial cooperation between national judges, but we want to verify if this would be eligible since 
it consists in a conference that will take place in late June 2011? 
 
A. See Articles 8.1 and 8.3 of the Call for Proposals. 
 
 
 
Q7. Although they both list the compulsory documentation to be attached to the application, part F. 
"Annexes" of the application form and Annex 1 of the Call for Proposals "check-list of obligatory 
documents"' seem different? 
 
A. Both refer exactly to the same obligatory documents to be attached to the proposal. Part. F. "Annexes" 
aims at helping you organising the compulsory documentation and ease up our verification. Annex 1 
"check-list of obligatory documents" aims at detailing further the required documentation. 
 
 
 
FORWARD BUDGET 
 
Q8. Are there recommended exchange rates for the costs linked to the action? 
 
A. Yes. The EC is applying the official exchange rates used by the statistical office of the European 
Commission (EUROSTAT). Applicants are able to consult those rates at the following e-address: 
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/exchange_rates/data/main_tables 
 
 
Q9. What if the beneficiary has a partner that will pay directly for some eligible costs (for instance travel 
and accomodation expenses)? Can the beneficiary then claim those costs as eligible costs? 
 
A1. Mono-beneficiary grant: No. The grant will be paid to the beneficiary who is the only signatory of the 
grant agreement. All costs have to be incurred by the beneficiary in order to be eligible. Services/goods 
should be ordered by the beneficiary, and invoices issued in its name. If services/goods are ordered and 
paid by partner(s) they are considered as contributions in kind, and can therefore not be included as 
eligible costs. 
 
A2. Multi-beneficiary grant: Yes. The beneficiary is the leader (co-ordinator) to whom the grant will be paid 
but costs incurred by the partner(s) will also be eligible provided they are foreseen as such in the forward 
budget, as partner(s) will be co-signatories of the grant agreement. 
 
 
Q10. What kind of revenue(s) and/or contribution(s) can used to fulfil the 20% co-financing obligation? 
 
A. The call for proposal clearly indicates that the co-financing for the project must be in the form of a direct 
monetary contribution from the applicant or from another fund provider. The Commission does not accept 
co-financing in kind in this CFP. 
 

http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/exchange_rates/data/main_tables
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Q11. Are temporary contracts for non permanent staff fully involved in the project considered eligible costs 
for the project budget? 
 
A. Yes, provided the staff concerned has been hired especially for the purpose and duration of the action. 
Costs implied by regular staff temporarily assigned to the action are not eligible, unless it comes in 
addition to usual work and detailed timesheets are provided as justification. 
 
 
Q12. If a public administration should like to use part of her permanent staff (i.e. university professors) for 
the purpose of the action, would relating costs be considered eligible? 
 
A. Part B – Article II.14.2 – Third paragraph of the grant agreement template linked to the CFP 2011 
states that "the corresponding salary costs of personnel of national administrations are eligible to the 
extent that they relate to the cost of activities which the relevant public authority would not carry out if the 
project concerned were not undertaken". This means that in order to be considered eligible, usual staff's 
costs will have to be justified by means of detailed timesheets specifying how many hours/days have been 
dedicated to the action by the staff concerned in addition to its usual tasks. 
 
 
Q13. Annex 3 of the detailed budget form states that "N.B. All travel and accommodation expenses 
claimed in parts A.b) and A.c) must clearly specify the person for whom the costs are claimed." As these 
parts A.b) and A.c) do concern staff involved in the operation, participants, speakers and interpreters, 
does it mean that the applicant should already specified names of staff and speakers, as well as the exact 
number of participants at the time of submitting the application for an action that would only take place if 
the applicant is awarded a grant? 
 
A. Detailed budget forms are to be used both for the application and for the submission of the final budget. 
At the time of the application, no names are required apart from the one of the possible beneficiary and of 
the partner. The applicant shall indicate an estimated number of participants (by country), speakers (by 
country), staff, interpreters. Please bear in mind that these numbers will have to be estimated as precisely 
as possible as the estimated costs will be calculated on that basis. 
 
 
Q14. Does the applicant to a grant have to provide audience members’ names when the application is 
submitted? 
 
A. No. Only targets must be detailed in the proposal as well as the estimate number of participants. 
 
 
Q15. Is part A.c) of the budget mandatory? For instance, is it possible for the applicant not to include 
travel and accommodation expenses for participants if these costs might increase the budget at the 
expense of other "more important" costs for the action? 
 
A. It is up to the applicant to decide for which costs the EC grant will be requested, as well as the budget 
presented is well balanced. Costs that have not been included in Part. A of the budget will indeed not be 
eligible. 
 
 
Q16. Is there a flat-rate in order to estimate the maximum amount of general costs charged to the 
operation? 
 
A. Yes, as specified in the Grant agreement's template (Part. B FINANCIAL PROVISIONS/Article II.14.3, 
second paragraph p. 19): 
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By way of derogation from Article II.14.1, the indirect costs incurred in carrying out the action may be 
eligible for flat-rate funding fixed at no more than 7% of the total eligible direct costs². If provision is made 
in Article I.3.2 for flat-rate funding in respect of indirect costs, they need to be supported by accounting 
documents. 
 
² The 7% ceiling may be exceeded by a reasoned Commission decision. Provision should be made for this in the Other Special 
Conditions". 
 
 
Q17. What is to be understood under the concept of "general costs" charged to the operation (Annex j) of 
the Financial Plan)? Does it have the same meaning as "overhead costs" and "indirect costs"? If "yes", is 
the applicant required to identify and list exhaustively at this stage or at any time later, the exact items, 
included under "general costs"? 
 
A. "General costs charged to the action" are the ones referred to in Art. II.14.3 of the grant agreement: 
 

"The eligible indirect costs for the action are those costs which, with due regard for the conditions of 
eligibility described in Article II.14.1, are not identifiable as specific costs directly linked to 
performance of the action which can be booked to it direct, but which can be identified and justified 
by the beneficiary using his accounting system as having been incurred in connection with the 
eligible direct costs for the action. They may not include any eligible direct costs. 
 
By way of derogation from Article II.14.1, the indirect costs incurred in carrying out the action may 
be eligible for flat rate funding fixed at not more than 7% of the total eligible direct costs.  If provision 
is made in Article I.3.2 for flat rate funding in respect of indirect costs, they need not be supported 
by accounting documents." 

 
 
Q18. If an applicant wishes to have coffee breaks, etc but is not paying per-diem, where does he charge 
the costs 
 
A. According to Article I.10.4 of the draft grant agreement a flat-rate including an hotel allowance and a 
per-diem will be reimbursed by participant. This flat-rate is thus meant to cover the expenses relating to 
accommodation and meals/refreshments (coffee breaks and/or lunch and/or dinners). In order to calculate 
the flat-rate by participant, the applicant will have to use the amounts indicating in Annex 3 of the draft 
grant agreement. 
 
 
 
 
 

* 
* * 


