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Annex 1 
 

Exemplary Illustration of the Increase of TenneT Guaranteed Hourly NTC 
Following the Commissioning of the East Coast Line and the West Coast Line 

 
 
 
1. Scenario 1: Commissioning of East Coast Line and West Coast Line before the end 

of 2024 (cf. Paragraphs 42 and 43 of the Commitments) 
 
Premises: 
 
▪ TenneT Guaranteed Hourly NTC on 1 January 2026: 2 625 MW 
▪ Commissioning East Coast Line in 2020 
▪ Increase of TenneT Guaranteed Hourly NTC after commissioning of the East Coast Line: 

575 MW 
▪ Commissioning West Coast Line in 2022 
▪ Additional increase of TenneT Guaranteed Hourly NTC after commissioning of the West 

Coast Line: 750 MW 
▪ Principle of linear trajectory: Increase of TenneT Guaranteed Hourly NTC by equal 

yearly steps corresponding to the overall increase of both the East Coast Line (575 MW) 
and the West Coast Line (750 MW) divided by the number of calendar years between (i) 
commissioning of the East Coast Line and the West Coast Line, respectively and (ii) 
1 January 2026. 

 
Illustration of Increase of TenneT Guaranteed Hourly NTC: 
 

Start Date East Coast Line 
(MW) 

West Coast Line 
(MW) 

TenneT Guaranteed 
Hourly NTC (MW) 

2019 (after Phase-in-
Period) 

0 0 1 300 

1 Jan 2020 0 0 1 300 
1 Jan 2021 96 0 1 396 
1 Jan 2022 192 0 1 492 
1 Jan 2023 288 187.5 1 775.5 
1 Jan 2024 384 375 2 059 
1 Jan 2025 480 562.5 2 342.5 
1 Jan 2026 575 750 2 625 
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2. Scenario 2: Commissioning of only East Coast Line before the end of 2024 (cf. 

Paragraph 44 (i) of the Commitments) 
 
Premises: 
 
▪ TenneT Guaranteed Hourly NTC on 1 January 2026: 1 875 MW 
▪ Commissioning East Coast Line in 2020 
▪ Increase of TenneT Guaranteed Hourly NTC after commissioning of the East Coast Line: 

575 MW 
▪ Principle of linear trajectory applies mutatis mutandis. 
 
Illustration of Increase of TenneT Guaranteed Hourly NTC: 
 
Start Date East Coast Line (MW) TenneT Guaranteed Hourly 

NTC (MW) 
2019 (after Phase-in-Period) 0 1 300 
1 Jan 2020 0 1 300 
1 Jan 2021 96 1 396 
1 Jan 2022 192 1 492 
1 Jan 2023 288 1 588 
1 Jan 2024 384 1 684 
1 Jan 2025 480 1 780 
1 Jan 2026 575 1 875 
 
 
3. Scenario 3: Commissioning of only West Coast Line before the end of 2024 (cf. 

Paragraph 44 (ii) of the Commitments) 
 
Premises: 
 
▪ TenneT Guaranteed Hourly NTC on 1 January 2026: 2 085 MW 
▪ Commissioning East Coast Line in 2022 
▪ Increase of TenneT Guaranteed Hourly NTC after commissioning of the West Coast Line: 

785 MW 
▪ Principle of linear trajectory applies mutatis mutandis. 
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Illustration of Increase of TenneT Guaranteed Hourly NTC: 
 
Start Date West Coast Line (MW) TenneT Guaranteed Hourly 

NTC (MW) 
2019 (after Phase-in-Period) 0 1 300 
1 Jan 2020 0 1 300 
1 Jan 2021 0 1 300 
1 Jan 2022 0 1 300 
1 Jan 2023 196.25 1 496.25 
1 Jan 2024 392.50 1 692.50 
1 Jan 2025 588.75 1 888.75 
1 Jan 2026 785 2 085 
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All outages, planned and unplanned, are published on TenneT’s homepage 
(http://www.tennettso.de/site/de/Transparenz/veroeffentlichungen/berichte-
service/marktrelevante-informationen). While planned outages are published in the autumn of 
the preceding year, unplanned outages are published no later than one hour after occurrence.  

Under consideration of the above, in the exceptional cases where one or several of the critical 
transmission lines listed above are not available, TenneT may, after a careful analysis of the 
situation, reduce the TenneT Guaranteed Hourly NTC to what is necessary and proportional 
to comply with safety standards of a secure network in accordance with Paragraph 46 (i) of 
the Commitments.  

However, even in these exceptional cases the TenneT Guaranteed Hourly NTC shall not be 
lower than 500 MW, which corresponds to the maximum NTC in case one interconnector 
section is switched off. The threshold of 500 MW will increase following the commissioning 
of the East Coast Line and/or West Coast Line. The exact amount of such increase will be 
determined by TenneT following the commissioning of the East Coast and/or the West Coast 
Line, and will subsequently be provided to the Monitoring Trustee and will also be published 
on the website of TenneT no later than 1 January following the commissioning of the East 
Coast Line and/or the West Coast Line. The Monitoring Trustee will provide a report to the 
EU Commission with his/her opinion on the appropriateness of the increased minimum 
threshold of TenneT Guaranteed Hourly NTC following the commissioning of the East Coast 
Line and/or the West Coast Line.  
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Annex 3 
 

Reduction of the TenneT Guaranteed Hourly NTC to Maintain Operational 
Safety of the Electricity Grid 

To maintain operational safety of the electricity grid where TSOs (including TenneT) must act 
in an expeditious manner and Re-dispatch or Countertrade are not possible, TenneT may re-
duce the TenneT Guaranteed Hourly NTC during the validation1 of cross-zonal capacity as 
referred to in Article 26 (3) of the CACM Regulation2. 

The possibility to reduce the TenneT Guaranteed Hourly NTC to what is necessary and pro-
portional to comply with safety standards of secure network operation within the meaning of 
Paragraph 46 (ii) of the Commitments may only occur in the following two cases:  

(1)  Lack of technical countertrading or re-dispatch potential, or  

(2)  Severe inter-TSO critical grid situation.  

Concerning case (1):  

In order to be able to deal with grid congestion caused by high transmission flows in Germa-
ny, every year the BNetzA and the German TSOs  initiate and conduct a comprehensive ca-
pacity demand analysis (Bedarfsanalyse) pursuant to Section 13d of the German Energy In-
dustry Act (Energiewirtschaftsgesetz) and the German Ordinance on Capacity Reserve (Netz-
reserveverordnung). The purpose of this capacity demand analysis is in particular to define 
the number of reserve power plants (Reservekraftwerke) needed for up-regulation to supply 
Southern Germany. Such identified reserve power plants will be included in the so-called 
network reserve (Netzreserve). This capacity demand analysis will also take into account the 
TenneT Guaranteed Hourly NTC.   

Nevertheless, if during the validation of cross-zonal capacity TenneT foresees a critical situa-
tion caused by a technical lack of up- or down-regulation potential needed to relieve grid con-
gestions, TenneT may reduce the TenneT Guaranteed Hourly NTC to maintain operation se-
curity and to ensure security of supply. 
  

                                                      
1  The validation of cross-zonal capacity should be understood as referred to in Article 30 of the CACM Reg-

ulation. 
2  Regulation (EU) 2015/1222 of 24 July 2015 establishing a Guideline on Capacity Allocation and Conges-

tion Management. 
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Concerning case (2): 

Under the current European regulatory framework European TSOs have to mutually support 
each other to the best of their ability in order to maintain operational security and ensure secu-
rity of supply in the European interconnected electricity grid system. In particular, operational 
security violations have to be managed in a coordinated way. Pursuant to Article 21 (1) (b) of 
the SO Guideline Regulation3, TSOs shall design, prepare and activate remedial actions in 
coordination with other concerned TSOs following the methodology for the preparation of 
remedial actions in a coordinated way under Article 76 (1) (b) of the SO Guideline Regula-
tion, and thereby take into account the recommendation of a regional security coordinator in 
accordance with Article 78 (4) of the SO Guideline Regulation.  

The activation of such remedial actions is initiated by a request of a concerned TSO and re-
sults in the coordinated application of topological remedial actions (e.g. switching operations, 
activation of phase shifting transformers), the provision of positive or negative balancing 
power across borders in case of system imbalances or lack of generation as well as cross-
border re-dispatch to relieve grid congestions. However, it may ultimately also be necessary 
to reduce the capacity available on certain cross-border directions in order to reduce transmis-
sion flows on congested grid elements.  

Hence, if TenneT receives a request for assistance from other TSOs on the basis of Article 21 
(1) (b) of the SO Guideline Regulation, it may need to reduce the TenneT Guaranteed Hourly 
NTC to maintain operational security and ensure security of supply.  

In result, in each of the above exceptional cases (1) and (2) TenneT may, after a careful analy-
sis of the situation, reduce the TenneT Guaranteed Hourly NTC to what is necessary and pro-
portional to comply with safety standards of secure network operation in accordance with 
Paragraph 46 (ii) of the Commitments.  

 

                                                      
3  Commission Regulation (EU) No 2017/1485 of 2 August 2017 establishing a Guideline on Electricity 

Transmission System Operation. 


