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Painful anniversary 
The authors of the article – EU Commissioner for Development Andris Piebalgs and EU 
Commissioner Health and Consumer Policy John Dalli – tell about the impact of HIV and the 
present situation of struggling against the deadly virus. Already 30 years have passed since 
the virus was discovered. The virus has taken the lives of more than 25 million people. Every 
year more than 2 million get infected with the virus and in several places the disease has 
become both an economic and social burden, tell the Commissioners. 
The new EU strategy for combating HIV/AIDS includes the determination of the Commission 
to reduce the number of infected persons until 2013. 
 

 


