Interview with Commissioner Piebalgs for the Japanese news agency Kyodo News (translated into
English from the original Japanese, see below).

EU maintains development aid amid economic crisis — 1 June 2013

The European Union (EU)'s Commissioner for Development Mr Piebalgs, visiting Japan to participate
in the TICAD meeting, accepted an interview with Kyodo News in Yokohama. The Commissioner
emphasised that Europe will maintain the level of African aid even under the economic crisis.

Pointing out that the EU's development aid to Africa in 2012 amounted to 4.4 billion euro,
Commissioner Piebalgs clearly stated that the level will be maintained or raised between 2014 and
2020. He explained that the aid will focus in 2 areas where much investment is needed, such as
agriculture and food security, and in the energy field.

The total amount of development aid by the EU and its Member States has seen a decline from €56.2
billion in 2011 to €55.2 billion in 2012. However, Commissioner Piebalgs emphasised that they
remain the world's biggest donor. The Commissioner while admitting the seriousness of the decline
in aid from Spain and Italy, which have suffered remakably from the crisis, expressed hope that this
declining trend would stop through an early economic recovery.

With regards to China's rising influence in Africa through economic advancement, the Commissioner
indicated that as investment is insufficient in Africa, investment from any source is welcomed. He
pointed out that coordination with the EU and others in their efforts to creating employment and
infrastructure building in the region is desired.

Original version in Japanese
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