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Capital Markets Union: Commission welcomes political agreement on improved access to
corporate information for investors

The Commission welcomes the political agreement reached yesterday between the European
Parliament and the Council on the Commission's proposal for a European Single Access Point (ESAP).
This agreement is an important step towards boosting Europe's capital markets, based on the

Commission proposal presented in the Capital Markets Union Package of November 2021.

The ESAP will offer a single access point for public financial and sustainability-related information
about EU companies and EU investment products. This will give companies more visibility towards
investors, opening up more sources of financing, in line with the Commission's Digital Finance
Strategy. This is particularly important for small companies in small capital markets. The ESAP will
also provide an easy access to the corporate sustainability reporting published by companies, which
will support the objectives of the European Green Deal.

Mairead McGuinness, Commissioner for Financial Services, Financial Stability and Capital Markets
Union, said: "I warmly welcome the political agreement between the European Parliament and
Council on this important component of our CMU. ESAP will contribute to integrating our capital
markets and offer new opportunities for companies as investors will have access to the information
they require - financial and sustainability data - on small and large businesses. Also, it will facilitate
access to financial products by investors. The ESAP will be a major contributor to the development of
EU capital markets and a more sustainable economy and society.”

(For more information: Daniel Ferrie — Tel.: +32 229 86500, Aikaterini Apostola — Tel.: +32 229
87624)

STATEMENT

Déclaration a la veille du 5e anniversaire du Reglement général sur la protection des
données

Demain, le 25 mai, le Réglement général sur la protection des données (RGPD) célébrera cinqg
ans depuis son entrée en vigueur.

A cette occasion, Véra Jourova, vice-présidente chargée des valeurs et de la transparence, et Didier
Reynders, commissaire chargé de la justice, ont fait la déclaration suivante:

«Il 'y a cing ans, en 2018, un acte pionnier est entré en vigueur: le Reglement général sur la
protection des données (RGPD). Cette Iégislation historique a permis aux citoyens d'acquérir un
véritable contréle sur leurs données et a créé des conditions de concurrence équitables pour les
entreprises.

Le RGPD a constitué une étape décisive dans I'élaboration de la transition numérigue dans I'UE. Non
seulement nous avons fixé des normes mondiales pour une réglementation sidre des flux de données,
mais nous avons également jeté les bases d'une approche de I'utilisation des technologies centrée
sur l'humain.

Le RGPD a renforcé et harmonisé un droit fondamental a la protection des données pour tous les
citoyens de I'Union européenne. Les individus ont désormais le droit de savoir lesquelles de leurs
données sont utilisées et dans quel but. Ils peuvent exercer leurs droits d'accés, de rectification et
d'effacement de leurs données.»


https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_6251
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/200924-digital-finance-proposals_en

La déclaration compléte contenant de plus amples informations est disponible en ligne.

(Pour plus d'informations : Christian Wigand — Tél.: +32 2 296 22 53; Marajke Slomka — Tél.: +32
2298 26 13)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Economie maritime durable : la Commission lance le Forum bleu européen et le rapport sur
I'économie bleue dans le cadre de la Journée européenne de la mer 2023

La Journée européenne de la mer se tient a Brest (France), aujourd'hui et demain. Il s'agit d'un
événement annuel au cours duquel la communauté maritime européenne se réunit afin de créer des
réseaux, d'échanger et de définir des actions communes dans le domaine des affaires maritimes et
de I'économie bleue durable. Le commissaire a I'environnement, aux océans et a la péche, Virginijus
Sinkevicius, participe a I'événement. L'édition de cette année se concentre sur la transition
énergétique, grace a des thémes tels que la décarbonisation et les énergies marines renouvelables,
ainsi que le développement des compétences dans ce secteur.

La Commission publie également aujourd'hui le dernier rapport de I'UE sur I'économie bleue,
illustrant les performances des secteurs établis et émergents, malgré les répercussions de la
pandémie et de l'invasion russe en Ukraine. De plus, le 26 mai, la Commission inaugurera le Forum
bleu européen, I'une des actions annoncées dans la communication sur I'économie bleue durable
adoptée en 2021. Le Forum vise a rassembler les acteurs des secteurs de I'économie bleue, les
entreprises et les scientifiques, afin qu'ils collaborent et permettent une utilisation durable des
ressources de la mer, tout en conciliant des usages concurrents, dans le but de protéger
I'environnement et de parvenir a la neutralité climatique et a la pollution zéro. Toute personne
intéressée est invitée a rejoindre le Forum bleu européen.

A Brest, le commissaire Sinkevicius ouvre la Journée européenne de la mer en compagnie du
secrétaire d'Etat frangais chargé de la mer, Hervé Berville ; du député européen et président de la
commission de la péche, Pierre Karleskind ; du président du Conseil de la région Bretagne, Loig
Chesnais-Girard ; et du maire de Brest, Frangois Cuillandre. Aprés la cérémonie d'ouverture, le
Commissaire échangera avec Hervé Berville, ainsi qu'avec des représentants de la communauté de la
péche bretonne. Il visitera des projets maritimes phares et inaugurera officiellement Oceanolab, qui
a bénéficié du financement de I'UE.

(Pour plus d'informations: Adalbert Jahnz — Tél.: +32 2 295 31 56, Daniela Stoycheva - Tél.: +32 2
295 36 64)

Executive Vice-President Timmermans in India for COP28 preparations*

Executive Vice-President for the European Green Deal, Frans Timmermans, starts a visit to India
(25-26 May) on Thursday to discuss with government representatives, stakeholders and civil society
the path towards the upcoming COP28 UN Climate Change Conference and latest developments at
national level on emission reductions, the clean energy transition, and environmental protection.

During his time in New Delhi, the Executive Vice-President will have bilateral meetings with the
Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Bhupender Yadav; Minister of Power, New and
Renewable Energy, Raj Kumar Singh; Minister of Coal, Mines and Parliamentary Affairs, Pralhad
Joshi; and Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas, Hardeep Singh Puri.

On Thursday, he will participate in a high-level roundtable with national think tanks, civil society and
business representatives organised by the Council on Energy, Environment and Water. Later, he will
deliver a keynote speech at the Annual Session of the Confederation of Indian Industry, focused on
‘Future Frontiers: Competitiveness, Technology, Sustainability, and Internationalisation'. On Friday,
he will discuss EU-India collaboration on Climate Action and the Clean Energy Transition with
students at the Indian Institute of Technology, in Delhi.

(For more information: Tim McPhie — Tel.: +32 2 295 86 02; Giulia Bedini — Tel: +32 2 295 86 61)

Commissioners Ferreira and Schmit address the conference on supporting skills


https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_23_2884
https://maritime-day.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/9a345396-f9e9-11ed-a05c-01aa75ed71a1
https://maritime-spatial-planning.ec.europa.eu/european-blue-forum
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM:2021:240:FIN
https://maritime-spatial-planning.ec.europa.eu/european-blue-forum
https://cam.mycii.in/OR/EventDetailOR.html?id=E000061437#:~:text=CII%2527s%20Annual%20Session%202023%20is,%252C%20Sustainability%252C%20and%20Internationalization%25E2%2580%259D.

development through reforms

Tomorrow, ahead of the Porto Social Forum and in the framework of the European Year of Skills,
Commissioner for Cohesion and Reforms, Elisa Ferreira and Commissioner for Jobs and Social
Rights, Nicolas Schmit will address a conference in Porto, Portugal, on supporting skills development
through reforms.

The conference gathers representatives of European ministries of labour and social policies,
ministries of education, ministries responsible for public administration, ministries in charge of
migration, public employment services, representatives of vocational education and training schools
as well as European and national experts in the area of skills.

The debates will focus on which reforms are needed to address labour shortages, the need to equip
people with the skills in demand for the green and digital economies, how to tackle the ageing and
shrinking working age population, as well as which reforms are needed to equip public
administrations with skills to meet current and future challenges. The ultimate aim is to ensure that
Europe has a skilled workforce, both in the private and public sector, and to showcase concrete
examples of reforms supported by the Commission's Technical Support Instrument.

The Commissioners will deliver keynote speeches, along with Ana Mendes Godinho, Minister of
Labour, Solidarity and Social Security of Portugal; Johan Pehrson, Minister for Employment and
Integration of Sweden and Joao Costa, Minister of Education of Portugal.

A webstreaming will be available here.

(For more information: Stefan de Keersmaecker - Tel.: +32 229 84680, Veronica Favalli - Tel.: +32
229 87269).

Commissioner for Crisis Management, Janez Lenarcic, is today taking part in the High-level Pledging
Event for the Humanitarian Response in the Horn of Africa organised by the United Nations and
international donors. The event focuses on securing scaled-up resources in response to the drought,
highlighting the capacity of humanitarian actors, and looking more closely at the root causes of the
current situation.

With the Horn of Africa region suffering from a devastating drought, it is estimated that at least 43.3
million people require life-saving and life-sustaining assistance. The EU recently topped up its
humanitarian funding for the Horn of Africa, which now totals €170 million for 2023. As one of the
major donors, the EU has remained engaged on the different crises affecting the region, drawing
attention to the drought early on, and is focusing on addressing the most urgent vital needs and the
protection of people in areas affected by conflicts and natural shocks. You can follow the event on UN
Web TV (live at 15:54 Brussels time).

(For more information: Miriam Garcia Ferrer - Tel.: +32 2 299 90 75; Daniel Puglisi - Tel.: +32 2 296
91 40)

Tentative agendas for forthcoming Commission meetings

Note that these items can be subject to changes.

Upcoming events of the European Commission
Eurostat press releases
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https://forumsocialporto.gov.pt/en/
https://year-of-skills.europa.eu/index_en
https://reform-support.ec.europa.eu/events-0/supporting-skills-development_en#dedicated-2023-flagship-technical-support-projects
https://commission.europa.eu/funding-tenders/find-funding/eu-funding-programmes/technical-support-instrument/technical-support-instrument-tsi_en
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/vimeo.com/event/3402087__;!!DOxrgLBm!CqranP5gHXpALny9I1kqXRXjfnxFw8IHiAIkFhhmrDsfUNHcQGFG1RdnX0T0k9Da8isurep-RxnLvUaZDr2PJD8R_o08KhkXXV4gEUcV$
https://media.un.org/en/webtv
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/documents-register/search?query=eyJjYXRlZ29yeU9iamVjdHMiOltdLCJjYXRlZ29yaWVzIjpbXSwidHlwZU9iamVjdHMiOltdLCJ0eXBlcyI6W10sImRlcGFydG1lbnRPYmplY3RzIjpbXSwiZGVwYXJ0bWVudHMiOltdLCJsYW5ndWFnZSI6ImVuIiwia2V5d29yZHNTZWFyY2hUeXBlIjoiQUxMIiwidGFyZ2V0IjoiVElUTEVfQU5EX0NPTlRFTlQiLCJzb3J0QnkiOiJET0NVTUVOVF9EQVRFX0RFU0MiLCJpc1JlZ3VsYXIiOnRydWUsImtleXdvcmRzIjoibGlzdGUgZGVzIHBvaW50cyBwcsOpdnVzIiwicmVmZXJlbmNlIjoiIiwicGFnZSI6MX0%253D
https://ec.europa.eu/info/events_en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/main/news/news-articles
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