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Commission proposes ‘one substance, one assessment' chemicals
assessment reform for faster, simplified and transparent processes

Brussels, 7 December 2023

Today, the Commission is adopting three legislative proposals to: streamline assessments of
chemicals across EU legislation; strengthen the knowledge base on chemicals; and ensure
early detection and action on emerging chemical risks. Under this ‘one substance, one
assessment' package, a key deliverable of the Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability, significant tasks
will be reallocated between four EU agencies, ensuring coherent and transparent safety
assessments of chemicals used in products such as medical devices, toys, food, pesticides and
biocides.

Citizens, companies, and authorities will benefit from simplified and transparent access to
chemicals information, from more harmonised and predictable processes across legislation and from
strengthened certainty of the assessments. The new measures will shorten the gap between the
identification of a possible risk and the necessary regulatory action. Ultimately, these measures will
lead to better and faster protection of people's health and the environment.

Better prevention through improved chemicals data management

The proposals aim to:

Strengthen cooperation and consolidate scientific and technical work on chemicals in
the European Chemicals Agency, the European Food Safety Authority, the European
Environment Agency and the European Medicines Agency. The agencies will be better equipped
to align priority setting, timelines, processes, and methodologies used for the assessment of
chemicals. Moreover, knowledge gained from assessments under one piece of legislation (for
example on biocides) can be re-used for another one (for example in toys).

Establish a Common Data Platform and introduce a ‘one-stop shop' access to data on
chemicals held by the EU agencies and the Commission, compiled under EU legislation. This
includes data on hazards, physico-chemical properties, presence in the environment,
emissions, uses, environmental sustainability of chemical substances and on ongoing
regulatory processes. The Common Data Platform will subsume existing platforms such as the 
Information Platform on Chemical Monitoring (IPCHEM), 
the Public Activities Coordination Tool (PACT), and the EU chemicals legislation finder (EUCLEF
). It will expand their scope to almost all EU chemicals legislation and complement them with
new tools and databases, for example with a repository of human- and environment-based
reference values.  

Establish systematic collection of human biomonitoring data generated in the EU to
inform policy makers about the levels of chemicals found in people (e.g. in blood or
breast milk). This will help to better estimate the level of exposure of EU citizens to chemicals. 

Set up a monitoring and outlook framework to enable early detection of chemical risks,
such as for example from PFAS early enough to prevent that the pollution becomes
widespread. It will also enable fast regulatory response and monitor the impact of regulatory
actions taken on chemicals. The framework will consist of an early warning and action
system and of a framework of indicators, among others.

Empower the European Chemicals Agency to generate data when needed.

Ensure transparency of scientific studies on chemicals, including those commissioned by
companies.

Next steps

The three proposals will now be examined by the European Parliament and the Council under the
ordinary legislative procedure.

Background

https://ipchem.jrc.ec.europa.eu/
https://echa.europa.eu/pact
https://echa.europa.eu/information-on-chemicals/euclef


According to the UN Environment Programme (Global Chemicals Outlook II, 2019) global chemicals
production is expected to double by 2030, making the EU's chemical laws more important than ever.
To tackle this challenge, the Commission published a Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability on 14
October 2020. It is part of the EU's zero pollution ambition, which is a key commitment of the
European Green Deal. The Chemicals Strategy aims to better protect citizens and the environment
and boost innovation for safe and sustainable chemicals.

For More Information

Proposal for a Regulation establishing a common data platform on chemicals

Proposal for a Regulation on the re-attribution of scientific and technical tasks and improving
cooperation among Union agencies in the area of chemicals

Proposal for a Directive on the re-attribution of scientific and technical tasks to the European
Chemicals Agency

Report from the Commission on the results of the review of the RoHS Directive summarising the
main evaluation findings and the action proposed.

Chemicals strategy for sustainability

The European Green Deal

Zero Pollution Action Plan

IP/23/6413

Quotes:

Those proposals are a breakthrough on the way we will collect data on chemicals and assess their safety. Through this
comprehensive reform of the EU legal framework on chemicals, regulatory action will become simpler, faster and more
transparent. This way we can protect Europeans and the environment faster from hazardous chemicals, including from emerging
chemical risks. Stakeholders will have increased predictability on upcoming decisions and EU agencies will be able to maximise
effectiveness in their work, while minimising resources.
Virginijus Sinkevičius, Commissioner for Environment, Oceans and Fisheries - 07/12/2023
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