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Circular economy: Commission provides guidance for harmonised
application of Single-Use Plastic rules and advances on monitoring of
fishing gear

Brussels, 31 May 2021

Today, the European Commission provides guidance on the EU rules on single-use plastics and
adopts an Implementing Decision on the monitoring and reporting of fishing gear placed on the
market and waste fishing gear collected. These rules aim to reduce marine litter from single-use
plastic products and fishing gear and promote the transition to a circular economy with innovative
and sustainable business models, products, and materials.

Executive Vice-President for the European Green Deal Frans Timmermans said: "Reducing the use
of single-use plastics helps protect the health of people and the planet. The European Union's rules
are a landmark achievement in addressing marine litter. They also stimulate sustainable business
models, and bring us closer to a circular economy where reuse precedes single-use. This is what the
European Green Deal is all about – protecting and restoring our natural environment while
stimulating businesses to innovate."

Commissioner for Environment, Oceans and Fisheries Virginijus Sinkevičius said: ”The negative
impacts of plastic litter on the environment, on oceans and marine life, and on our health are global
and drastic. Plastic waste keeps on accumulating, and 11 000 tonnes of fishing gear are lost or
discarded at sea in the EU per year, adding to the problem of ghost fishing. The rules to reduce
plastic pollution are ambitious and respond to citizens' calls for decisive action, making the EU a
forerunner in the global fight against marine litter. Today we move closer to dealing with the grave
impacts of single use plastic products and abandoned fishing gear, and advance to a more circular
economy.”

According to the 2019 EU rules on single-use plastics, by 3 July this year Member States have to
ensure that certain single-use plastic products are no longer placed on the EU market. Those are
selected products for which affordable plastic-free alternatives exist on the market: cotton bud
sticks, cutlery, plates, straws, stirrers, balloons sticks, as well as some products made of expanded
polystyrene (cups and food and beverage containers) and all products made of oxo-degradable
plastic. For other plastic products, such as fishing gear, single use plastic bags, bottles, beverage
and food containers for immediate consumption, packets and wrappers, tobacco filters, sanitary
items and wet wipes, different measures apply. These include limiting their use, reducing their
consumption and preventing littering through labelling requirements, extended producer
responsibility schemes (“polluter pays principle”), awareness campaigns and product design
requirements.

The Guidelines aim to ensure that the new rules are applied correctly and uniformly across the EU.
Harmonised transposition into national legislation is important for the smooth functioning of the
internal market with respects to the products covered by those rules. The guidelines explain key
definitions and terms and were developed through extensive consultations with Member States and
interactions with a wide range of stakeholders.

The Implementing Decision on monitoring and reporting of fishing gear placed on the market and
waste fishing gear collected enables Member States to fulfil their obligation to report, from 2022, on
fishing gear containing plastic placed on the market and fishing gear collected at sea. The aim is to
incentivise bringing all fishing gear ashore and improving its handling there by involving extended
producer responsibility schemes.

Furthermore, on the basis of the data, Member States with marine waters will have to set, by 31
December 2024, a national minimum annual collection rate of waste fishing gear containing plastic
for recycling, with a view to the establishment of binding quantitative Union collection targets.
Abandoned, lost or discarded fishing gear accounts for 27% of beach litter, according to the impact
assessment of 2018, and a significant proportion of the fishing gear placed on the market is not
collected for treatment.

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/pdf/plastics/guidelines_single-use_plastics_products.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_19_2631
https://ec.europa.eu/oceans-and-fisheries/ocean/clean-and-healthy-oceans_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:4d0542a2-6256-11e8-ab9c-01aa75ed71a1.0001.02/DOC_2&format=PDF


Background

With the Single-Use Plastics Directive, the EU is reducing the quantity of waste generated, tackling
10 single-use plastic items and fishing gear that account for most littered items found on Europe's
beaches, and promoting circular economy transition and sustainable alternatives.

More than 80% of marine litter items are plastics. Single-use plastic products (SUPs) are used once,
or for a short period of time, before being thrown away. They are therefore more likely to end up in
our seas than reusable options. Plastic accumulates in seas, oceans and on beaches in the EU and
worldwide, posing a severe risk to marine life and human health.

While plastics are a convenient, useful and valuable material, littered plastics cause environmental
damage and negatively impact our economy. It damages activities such as tourism, fisheries and
shipping, and creates the costs of cleaning. Under the European Green Deal, the EU is creating a
circular economy, where plastics are used in a more sustainable way, re-used and recycled, and not
creating waste or pollution

For More Information

Questions and Answers on Guidance on the application of Single-Use Plastic rules

Commission guidelines on single-use plastic products in accordance with Directive

Commission Implementing Decision on reporting data and information on fishing gear placed on the
market and waste fishing gear collected in Member States
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