
European Commission - Press release

Coronavirus global response: EU allocates additional €50 million in
humanitarian aid

Brussels, 20 May 2020

Today the European Commission announced an additional €50 million in humanitarian aid to help
respond to the dramatic increase in humanitarian needs caused by the Coronavirus pandemic
globally. The new funding follows increased appeals by humanitarian organisations, including the UN
Global Appeal.

Janez Lenarčič, Commissioner for Crisis Management, said: “The Coronavirus pandemic is creating a
humanitarian crisis of an enormous scale in some of the most fragile countries in the world. The
pandemic threatens food security in countries where public health systems were already weak before
this new crisis. We must act now to leave no area of the world unprotected. This is in our common
interest. And it is crucial that humanitarian actors continue to have the access to carry out their life-
saving work.”

The new funding will help vulnerable people facing major humanitarian crises, notably in the Sahel
and Lake Chad region, the Central African Republic, the Great Lakes region in Africa, Eastern Africa,
Syria, Yemen, Palestine and Venezuela, as well as the Rohingya. It will provide access to health
services, protective equipment, water and sanitation. It will be channelled through non-
governmental organisations, international organisations, United Nations agencies, and the Red Cross
and Red Crescent Societies.

 

Background

The €50 million allocation comes in addition to significant humanitarian funding and actions already
provided by the European Commission to respond to the most pressing needs created by the
Coronavirus pandemic:

In February 2020, €30 million was allocated to the World Health Organization. Since then, the
Commission has, subject to the agreement of the EU budgetary authorities,planned around
€76 million to programmes included in the United Nations Global Humanitarian Response Plan.
In addition, the Commission is providing direct funding for the work of humanitarian non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) and the Red Cross/Red Crescent movement, which are in
the frontline of the humanitarian response to Coronavirus.

EU Humanitarian Air Bridge: On 8 May, the Commission also announced the establishment of
an EU Humanitarian Air Bridge to transport humanitarian workers and emergency supplies for
the Coronavirus response to some of the most critically affected areas around the world. The
first flight on 8 May, operated in cooperation with France, transported around 60 humanitarian
workers from various NGOs and UN agencies and 13 tonnes of humanitarian cargo to Bangui in
the Central African Republic. Two subsequent humanitarian cargo flights to Central African
Republic will transport a further 27 tonnes of humanitarian supplies in total.On 15 May, on the
second destination of the EU humanitarian air bridge 20 tons of supplies and humanitarian and
health workers were flown to the West-African country of São Tomé and Principe. The flight
was set-up in cooperation with the Portuguese government and several humanitarian partner
organisations. On their return leg, the flight also brought back over 200 EU citizens and other
passengers to Lisbon in a repatriation effort.

The additional humanitarian funding comes on top of some €20 billion in development and
emergency funding from the Commission and Member States for both short-term and long-term
needs around the world as part of a “Team Europe” approach.

 

For More Information

A global European Union response to the pandemic

https://ec.europa.eu/info/live-work-travel-eu/health/coronavirus-response/crisis-management-and-solidarity_en#assistance-outside-the-eu


Coronavirus Global Response: EU sets up a Humanitarian Air Bridge
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