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Brussels, 21 February 2000

&RPPLVVLRQ� DSSURYHV� WDNHRYHU� RI� (XURSFDU
,QWHUQDWLRQDO�6�$��E\�9RONVZDJHQ�$*

7KH�(XURSHDQ�&RPPLVVLRQ�KDV�DSSURYHG�DQ�RSHUDWLRQ�E\�ZKLFK�9RONVZDJHQ
$*��9:�$*��DFTXLUHV�VROH�FRQWURO�RI�(XURSFDU�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�6�$���(XURSFDU��
6R� IDU� (XURSFDU� ZDV� MRLQWO\� FRQWUROOHG� E\� 9:� $*� DQG� &RPSDJQLH
,QWHUQDWLRQDOH� GHV� :DJRQV�/LWV� HW� GX� 7RXULVPH� 6�$��� D� ZKROO\�RZQHG
VXEVLGLDU\� RI� $FFRU� 6�$�� 9:�$*� LV� DFWLYH� LQ� WKH�PDQXIDFWXULQJ� DQG� LQ� WKH
GLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�PRWRU�YHKLFOHV��(XURSFDU� LQ� WKH� UHQWDO�RI�PRWRU�YHKLFOHV�7KH
FRQFHQWUDWLRQ�GRHV�QRW�OHDG�WR�PDUNHW�VKDUH�DGGLWLRQV�LQ�DQ\�RI�WKH�PDUNHWV
FRQFHUQHG�� (YHQ�ZKHQ� FRQVLGHULQJ� WKH� YHUWLFDO� RYHUODSV� WKH� FRQFHQWUDWLRQ
GRHV�QRW�OHDG�WR�D�GRPLQDQW�SRVLWLRQ�RI�9:�(XURSFDU�RQ�WKH�UHQWDO�PDUNHW��,Q
YLHZ� RI� WKH� &RPPLVVLRQ� WKH� RSHUDWLRQ� WKHUHIRUH� UDLVHV� QR� FRPSHWLWLRQ
FRQFHUQV�

VW AG is mainly active in the fields of manufacture and distribution of passenger
cars and commercial motor vehicles and financial services in connection with the
distribution and financing of passenger cars and commercial motor vehicles.

Europcar is active in various Member States of the EEA in the short- and long-term
rental of motor vehicles.

The transition from joint to sole control of VW AG over Europcar does not create a
dominant position of Europcar on the car rental market. Europcar’ position -in the
absence of dominance in any national market concerned- remains unchanged. On
the upstream market for the manufacture and distribution of motor vehicles VW AG
faces strong competition from internationally operating companies with significant
market shares. The transition from joint to sole control will not significantly change
VW AG’s possibilities to give preferential treatment to Europcar as opposed to its
competitors. Considering the market shares of Europcar on the car rental market,
such possibilities could not lead to a market foreclosure effect producing a dominant
position of Europcar. The Commission therefore has decided to approve the
operation.


