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Cohesion Policy: European Commission invests in high-speed rail connection in Galicia
The European Commission has approved a major investment of almost €226 million from the European
Regional Development Fund (ERDF) for the construction of a rail track between Lubián and Taboadela
in north-west Spain. This project will help to remove bottlenecks, significantly reduce travel times and
increase passenger comfort as well as service frequency. Commissioner for Cohesion and Reforms,
Elisa Ferreira, said: “This EU investment through Cohesion Policy will greatly benefit passengers and
business with safer, faster and greener transport services. This project will also boost the local and EU
economy at large as it is part of the EU's Trans-European Network better linking the south-west Europe
with the rest of the continent. It is these kind of projects that help us make the European Green Deal a
reality.” The railway line is expected to be operational as of January 2022 and it will cover 48.5 km of
the 548 km high-speed railway from Madrid to Santiago de Compostela in Galicia. The EU is investing
nearly €2.8 billion to improve Spain's network infrastructures and transport under the 2014-2020
European Structural and Investment Funds. (For more information: Stefan de Keersmaecker– Tel.:
+32 229 84680, Sara Soumillion - Tel.: +32 229 67094)

 

Sécheresse en Afrique australe: l'UE débloque plus de 22 millions d'euros d'aide humanitaire
La Commission européenne mobilise une enveloppe de 22,8 millions d'euros d'aide humanitaire pour
contribuer à répondre aux besoins alimentaires d'urgence et soutenir les populations vulnérables en
Eswatini, au Lesotho, à Madagascar, en Zambie et au Zimbabwe. Ce financement intervient alors que
de vastes régions d'Afrique australe sont actuellement confrontées à la plus grave sécheresse depuis
des décennies. “De nombreux ménages pauvres vivant dans des régions touchées par la sécheresse
dans certains pays d'Afrique australe rencontrent des difficultés pour manger à leur faim en raison des
mauvaises récoltes, d'un accès réduit à l'eau et, dans certains cas, du prix excessif des denrées
alimentaires sur les marchés. L'aide humanitaire octroyée par l'UE contribuera à fournir des denrées
alimentaires à ceux qui en ont le plus besoin et à faire face à la crise alimentaire dans les
communautés rurales fragiles”, a déclaré M. Janez Lenarčič, commissaire chargé de la gestion des
crises. Sur cette enveloppe, une somme de 16,8 millions d'euros sera consacrée au renforcement du
soutien alimentaire et nutritionnel, à l'amélioration de l'accès aux soins de santé de base et à l'eau
salubre ainsi qu'à la protection des personnes vulnérables au Zimbabwe. Le montant restant servira à
financer une aide alimentaire et nutritionnelle en Eswatini, à Madagascar, au Lesotho et en Zambie. Le
communiqué de presse est disponible en ligne en EN, FR and DE. (Pour plus d'informations: Balazs
Ujvari - Tel.: +32 229 54578; Daniel Puglisi – Tel.: +32 229 69140)

 

Investment Plan supports Estonian ride-hailing platform Bolt
The European Investment Bank (EIB) has signed a €50 million financing agreement with Estonian ride-
hailing platform Bolt. The financing will support Bolt's research and development activities to improve
the safety, reliability and sustainability of its services, which range from ride-hailing and car-sharing to
bike-sharing and food delivery. The financing is guaranteed by the European Fund for Strategic
Investments (EFSI), the main pillar of the Investment Plan for Europe. Paolo Gentiloni, Commissioner
for the Economy, said: “Estonia is at the forefront of digital transformation in Europe. I am proud that
Europe, through the Investment Plan, supports Estonian platform Bolt's research and development
strategy to create innovative and safe services that will enhance urban mobility.” The press release is
available here. As of December 2019, the Investment Plan had mobilised €458.8 billion of investment
across the EU, including €1.3 billion in Estonia, and supported more than one million start-ups and
small and medium businesses. More information is available on the website. (For more information:
Marta Wieczorek – Tel.: +32 229 58197; Siobhán Millbright – Tel.: +32 229 57361)

 

Germany joins the 1+ Million Genomes Initiative
Germany has become the 21st EU Member State to sign the declaration “Towards access to at least 1
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million sequenced genomes in the European Union by 2022”, which aims to link genomic health data
throughout the EU. This initiative enables health authorities across the EU to share genomic data in a
secure manner and collaborate on improving disease prevention, developing personalised treatments
and creating sufficiently large datasets to improve medical research. Mariya Gabriel, Commissioner for
Innovation, Research, Education, Culture and Youth, said: “Genomic data management and
interoperability is ever more important in healthcare, but we still need to establish standard methods
and tools. The One Million Plus Genome Initiative showcases how research concretely contributes to
making EU citizens' lives better.”  Thierry Breton, Commissioner for Internal Market, said: “Digital
innovation and secure access to health data are crucial in our efforts to improve health and care for
Europeans. Germany's commitment to this important initiative will boost the potential of linking great
amounts of genomic data across borders and will contribute to the EU remaining at the forefront of
health research.” Stella Kyriakides, Commissioner for Health and Food Safety, who attended the
signing ceremony in Berlin, said: “I welcome Germany's signature of this important initiative that will
contribute to advancing research, developing new treatments, and improving the health of EU citizens.”
Originally signed in April 2018, the initiative on linking genomic data across the EU is now supported
by 21 Member States. More information is available here and in this infographic. (For more
information: Johannes Bahrke – Tel.: +32 229 58615; Marietta Grammenou – Tel.: +32 229 83583)

 
Mergers: Commission approves Synthomer's acquisition of Omnova, subject to conditions
The European Commission has approved, under the EU Merger Regulation, the proposed acquisition of
Omnova by Synthomer, both manufacturers of specialty chemicals. The Commission had concerns that
the transaction, as originally notified, would have reduced competition on the market for the supply of
VP Latex. In particular, the Commission's market investigation confirmed that the acquisition would
have likely led to higher prices, reduced choice in products and lower quality of services provided to
customers. To address the Commission's concerns, Synthomer offered to divest its global VP Latex
business. The commitments fully address the Commission's concerns as they remove the entire overlap
between Synthomer and Omnova's activities in VP Latex. The Commission concluded that the proposed
transaction would no longer raise competition concerns. The decision is conditional upon full
compliance with the commitments. Executive Vice-President Margrethe Vestager, in charge of
competition policy, said: “ Specialty chemicals, including vinyl pyridine latex, are essential inputs in
many consumer products, notably in the production of tyres for the automotive industry. Synthomer
and Omnova are the only two manufacturers of this type of latex in Europe but we can approve their
merger because the companies offered to divest all of Synthomer's VP Latex production, thus
preserving for customers the competitive situation in the market”. The full press release is available
online in EN, FR, DE. (For more information: Arianna Podesta – Tel. +32 229 87024; Maria Tsoni –
Tel.: +32 229 90526)

 

State aid: Commission consults stakeholders on prolongation of EU State aid rules applicable
to the agriculture, forestry, fishery and aquaculture sectors
The European Commission is inviting comments on a draft regulation prolonging by one year the
validity of the existing EU State aid rules applicable to the agriculture, forestry, fishery and aquaculture
sectors. These rules include the Block Exemption Regulations applicable to State aid in the areas of
agriculture, forestry, fishery and aquaculture as well as the regulation on de minimis aid for fishery and
aquaculture. The Commission is also inviting comments on a draft Commission notice prolonging the
EU Guidelines on State aid for agriculture, forestry and rural areas by one year.Existing State aid rules
for agriculture, forestry, fishery and aquaculture are due to expire on 31 December 2020. These rules
are currently being reviewed by the Commission (see here and here). The design of the future rules
will largely depends on the outcome of the ongoing reform of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)
and the Common Fisheries Policy (CFP). Given that the future legal frameworks of the CAP and the CFP
are still in the process of adoption, the Commission considers it necessary to extend the validity of the
current State aid rules beyond 31 January 2020. This will allow the Commission to complete its review
of the rules after the adoption of the new CAP and CFP legal frameworks. The consultation documents
are available on the Commission's website. Responses to the consultation can be submitted until 20
February 2020. (For more information: Arianna Podesta – Tel. +32 229 87024; Maria Tsoni – Tel.: +32
229 90526)

 

State aid: Commission approves prolongation of Greek bank guarantee scheme
The European Commission has authorised the prolongation of the Greek guarantee scheme for credit
institutions until 31 May 2020 under EU State aid rules. The liquidity situation of the Greek banks is
gradually improving, but challenges still remain. In this context, the Commission has found that the
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prolongation of the guarantee scheme is in line with EU State aid rules, i.e. the 2013 Banking
Communication, in particular because the prolonged measure is targeted, proportionate and limited in
time and scope. The Commission is authorising guarantee schemes on banks' liabilities for successive
periods of six months in order to be able to monitor developments and adjust conditions accordingly.
The scheme is available for banks with no capital shortfall. The Greek guarantee scheme was initially
approved in November 2008. The authorisation of the scheme was prolonged several times, the last
time in June 2019. More information will be available on the Commission's competition website, in the
public case register under the case number SA.55767. (For more information: Arianna Podesta – Tel.
+32 229 87024; Maria Tsoni – Tel.: +32 229 90526)

 

Mergers: Commission refers to the Netherlands the assessment of the creation of a joint
venture by NS and PON group
The European Commission has referred to the Dutch national competition authority the assessment of
the proposed creation of a joint venture by NS Groep N.V. (“NS”) and Pon Netherlands B.V. (“ Pon”),
both of the Netherlands. The joint venture will combine the companies' Mobility as a Service (“MaaS”)
offers, currently operating under the brand names Hely and Next Urban Mobility (“Next” ). NS is a
public transport operator of rail transport services and related services such as public transport bikes
(OV-fiets). Pon is part of the Pon group, a global company operating companies in four different
business clusters: Automotive, Pon Bike, Equipment & Power Systems and Industrial Mobility. The
Dutch authority asked the Commission to refer the proposed concentration to it. It considers that the
transaction may threaten to significantly affect competition in the markets for retail distribution of
MaaS services, bike sharing services, public transport services and possibly car sharing services in the
Netherlands, which present all the characteristics of distinct markets. The evidence gathered by the
Commission confirmed that the conditions for a referral under Article 9 of the EU Merger Regulation
were fulfilled and that the Netherlands Authority for Consumers and Markets is best placed to assess
the effects of the transaction in the Netherlands. The Commission has therefore decided to refer the
case to the Netherlands. The Dutch authorities will deal with the case under national law. More
information is available on the Commission's competition website, in the public case register under the
case number M.9545. (For more information: Arianna Podesta – Tel. +32 229 87024; Maria Tsoni –
Tel.: +32 229 90526)

 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS
 

Le commissaire Hahn poursuit son tour des capitales à Paris
Johannes Hahn, Commissaire chargé du budget et de l'administration, se rendra à Paris du 16 au 17
janvier pour poursuivre son «tour des capitales» dans le but de faire avancer les négociations sur le
cadre financier pluriannuel. Il rencontrera, entre autres Mme Amélie de Montchalin, ministre des
affaires européennes, ainsi que M. Bruno Le Maire, ministre de l'économie et des finances. (Pour plus
d'informations: Balazs Ujvari — Tél.: + 32 460 760296, Claire Joawn — Tél.: + 32 460 756859)

 

Commissioner Schmit in Berlin to consult with government and social partners 
Commissioner Nicolas Schmit, in charge of Jobs and Social Rights, travels to Berlin tomorrow, on 17
January. He will hold a number of bilateral meetings, including with Federal Minister for Family, Senior
Citizens, Women and Youth, Franziska Giffey, and with the Federal Secretary of Education and
Research, Christian Luft. He will also meet the President of the Federation of German Industries (BDI),
Dieter Kempf, and the Deputy Managing Director of the Association of German Chambers of Industry
and Commerce (DIHK), Achim Dercks. The Commissioner will also take the opportunity to meet
Members of the Employment Committee of the German Parliament. The Commissioner's visit comes
following this week's presentation by the Commission of its Communication on building a strong social
Europe for just transitions. (For more information: Marta Wieczorek – Tel.: +32 229 58197; Siobhán
Millbright – Tel.: +32 229 57361)

 

Commissioner Ferreira on mission in Greece
Today and tomorrow, 16 and 17 January, Commissioner for Cohesion and Reforms, Elisa Ferreira, will
be in Athens, Greece. She will start her first mission to the country as European Commissioner with
a meeting with the Deputy-Director of the OECD Centre for Entrepreneurship, Mr Joaquim Oliveira
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Martins, followed by a working dinner hosted by the Hellenic Minister of Development and Investment,
Mr Adonis Georgiadis. On Friday, Commissioner Ferreira will attend the National Conference on
Growth for the Partnership Agreement 2021-2027 where she will give a speech, followed by a press
point at 10:30 local time. Afterwards, she will meet with the Greek Minister of Infrastructure and
Transports, Mr Kostas Karamanlis and participate in the first Interministerial Committee for
Decarbonisation, organised by the Greek Minister of Environment and Energy, Mr Kostis Hatzidakis,
which will be concluded with a press point. This meeting will of course be an opportunity for the
Commissioner to lay out the Commission's proposal for a Just Transition Fund, and more generally the
European Green Deal Investment Plan. Finally, she will meet Commission staff in the Athens office for
Structural Reform Support and conclude her visit around 15:00 local time. (For more information:
Stefan de Keersmaecker– Tel.: +32 229 84680, Sara Soumillion - Tel.: +32 229 67094)

 

Commissioner Johansson attends the OECD High-Level Policy Forum on migration
Today, Commissioner for Home Affairs, Ylva Johansson will attend the OECD's High Level Policy
Forum “Building a Whole-of-Society Approach to Emerging Migration and Integration Challenges” in
Paris. The Forum will be an opportunity to discuss various aspects of migration including changing
labour markets, technological advances, forced displacement and demography. The meeting will be
attended by ministers, officials, and various stakeholders including business leaders, academics and
representatives from civil society. Commissioner Johansson said: “Migration is a fact of life and how
we integrate and welcome people into our societies will be one of my priorities as Commissioner for
Home Affairs. Integration is more than good economic sense, it's about social cohesion and
fundamental values. We need to address it in a way that is both comprehensive and inclusive - by
involving local authorities, civil society, economic and social partners and most importantly, people.”
While in Paris, the Commissioner will also meet with Catrina Tapley, Deputy Minister of Immigration,
Refugees and Citizenship of Canada. (For more information: Adalbert Jahnz - Tel.: +32 229 53156;
Ciara Bottomley – Tel.: +32 2 296 99 71)
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