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President von der Leyen in Africa: College to College meeting in February 2020
Following President Ursula von der Leyen's first official visit outside Europe in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
on 7 December, it was agreed to hold the first College to College meeting of representatives of the
African Union Commission and the European Commission in February 2020. The visit to Addis Ababa
was an opportunity to further strengthen the EU-Africa partnership, based on mutual respect,
promoting sustainable development, peace and security, as well as greater economic ties and tackling
climate change. The visit comes ahead of next year's EU-Africa Summit. Speaking in Addis Ababa,
President von der Leyen said: “I have chosen Africa for my very first visit outside Europe to send a
strong political message because the African continent and the African Union matter to the European
Union. Today we have seen in our discussions that there is room for greater cooperation between
Europe and Africa.” President von der Leyen met with African Union Commission Chairman, Mr
Moussa Faki Mahamat, where she reaffirmed the EU's commitment to boost cooperation at all levels.
Read the full transcript of her press remarks at the joint press point with African Union Commission
Chairperson Faki here. The President then held bilateral meetings with Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy
Ahmed and President Sahle-Work Zewde. Read the transcript of her press remarks following her
meeting with the Ethiopian President here. President von der Leyen, accompanied by Commissioner
for International Partnerships, Jutta Urpilainen, also announced €170 million in new EU funding to
support Ethiopia. Read the full press release on support to Ethiopia here. (For more information: Eric
Mamer – Tel.: +32 2 299 40 73; Dana Spinant – Tel.: +32 2 299 01 50; Ana Pisonero-Hernandez –
Tel.: +32 229-54320; Daniel Puglisi – Tel.: +32 229-69140)

 

State aid: Commission approves €3.2 billion public support by seven Member States for a
pan-European research and innovation project in all segments of the battery value chain
The European Commission has approved under EU State aid rules an Important Project of Common
European interest (“IPCEI”) jointly notified by Belgium, Finland, France, Germany, Italy, Poland and
Sweden to support research and innovation in the common European priority area of batteries. The
seven Member States will provide in the coming years up to approximately €3.2 billion in funding for
this project, which is expected to unlock an additional €5 billion in private investments. The completion
of the overall project is planned for 2031 (with differing timelines for each sub-project). The project will
involve 17 direct participants, mostly industrial actors, including small and medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs), some of which with activities in more than one Member State. Demand for batteries is
expected to grow very rapidly in the coming years. Forward-looking research, development and
innovation policies will have a key role to enable Europe and its Member States to make the most of
this transition. The Commission launched at the end of 2017 a “European Battery Alliance” with
interested Member States and industrial actors and adopted a Strategic Action Plan for Batteries in May
2018. Today's project is part of these efforts. The Commission assessed the proposed project under EU
State aid rules, more specifically its Communication on Important Projects of Common European
Interest (IPCEI) and found that the proposed IPCEI on batteries fulfils all the required conditions set
out in its Communication. Margrethe Vestager, Executive Vice-President for a “Europe fit for the
Digital Age” and Commissioner in charge of competition policy, said: "Battery production in Europe is
of strategic interest for our economy and society because of its potential in terms of clean mobility and
energy, job creation, sustainability and competitiveness. Our Important Projects of Common European
Interest smooth the way for public authorities and industries from several Member States to come
together and design ambitious innovation projects with positive spill-over effects across industrial
sectors and regions. The approved aid will ensure that this important project can go ahead without
unduly distorting competition.” Maroš Šefčovič, Vice-President for Interinstitutional Relations and
Foresight, said: “Our focus on scaling up innovation under the European Battery Alliance is yielding
strong industrial partnerships. Thanks to intensive efforts by seven Member States, industry and the
Commission, Europe's first major pan-European battery ecosystem is emerging, with lead projects in
all segments of this strategic value chain. We have found the right recipe for our 21st century
industrial policy: strong cooperation between industrial actors, concerted action to accelerate lab-to-
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market innovation, joined-up financial instruments from both, private and public sectors, and a fit-for-
future regulatory framework to underpin a stronger European knowledge-based economy.” The full
press release is available online. (For more information: Arianna Podesta – Tel. +32 229 87024; Giulia
Astuti – Tel.: +32 229 55344)

 

Aviation Safety: Commission adopts new EU Air Safety List
The European Commission today updated the EU Air Safety List, the list of airlines that do not meet
international safety standards, and are therefore subject to an operating ban or operational restrictions
within the European Union. The EU Air Safety List seeks to ensure the highest level of air safety for
Europeans and all other passengers travelling in the European Union. There is positive news for Gabon
as all airlines certified in Gabon have been released from the list following improvements to the
aviation safety situation in that country. However, the Armenian Civil Aviation Committee has been put
under heightened scrutiny because of signs of a decrease in safety oversight. Commissioner for
Transport Adina Vălean said: “ Today's decision illustrates our continuous efforts to offer the highest
level of safety. Not only to European travellers, but to travellers worldwide, because aviation safety
knows no border or nationalities. I am pleased to announce that the European Commission was able
today to clear all Gabonese air carriers from the EU Air Safety List. Gabon was on the List already since
2008, so it is very good that we can recognise the efforts the aviation safety authorities in Gabon have
made." A press release and memo are available online. (For more information: Stefan de
Keersmaecker – Tel. +32 229 84680; Stephan Meder – Tel. + 32 229 13917)

 

Seven EU-funded films awarded 15 prizes at the European Film Awards 2019
On Saturday, seven films supported by the EU won 15 prizes at the European Film Awards 2019 in
Berlin. The big winner of the evening was “The Favourite”, with eight prizes, including best European
film, best director and best actress. The other winners were “Buñuel en el laberinto de las tortugas”,
“The portrait of a lady on fire”, “Les Misérables”, “Babylon Berlin”, “Cold war” and “Pain and Glory”,
which won prizes in most of the categories, notably best actor, best screenplay, people's choice and
production design. Commissioner for Internal Market, Thierry Breton, said: “I am very proud that films
directly supported by the EU were this weekend part of the distinguished winners of the European Film
Awards. This reinforces our belief that a strong audiovisual sector, which we can achieve through the
Creative Europe's MEDIA programme, contributes to our goal of strengthening European culture and
diversity, as well as our common values of media freedom and pluralism.” The European Film Awards
honour the greatest achievements of the European cinema and are split into 23 categories. The
Creative Europe MEDIA Programme, designed to support European film and other audiovisual
industries, provides funding for the development, promotion and distribution of European works within
Europe and beyond. (For more information: Lucía Caudet – Tel. +32 229 56182; Marietta Grammenou
– Tel. + 32 229 83583)

 

International Anti-Corruption Day: new survey shows corruption seen as less widespread in
the EU than in 2013
Today, on the occasion of the International Anti-Corruption Day, the European Commission releases a
survey on European businesses' attitudes towards corruption in the European Union. The results show
a downward trend, but with a significant number (63%) of businesses of the opinion that corruption is
widespread. This is down from 75% in 2013. Companies are sceptical about how corruption is tackled,
with 51% of them believing that corrupt people or businesses are unlikely to be caught by or reported
to the police or prosecutors. Commissioner for Home Affairs, Ylva Johansson, said: “Corruption
undermines democracy and the rule of law, the very foundations of our European societies. Over time,
its influence deepens inequalities and undermines social cohesion. We have made important progress
as a Union over the years, but more remains to be done. We will continue to work with national
authorities,international organisations, civil society and the private sector to eradicate corruption.” The
European Union has advanced in the fight against corruption with new rules on the protection of
whistle-blowers, anti-money laundering and law enforcement access to financial information, and on
the protection of the Union's financial interests, as well as with the creation of the European Public
Prosecutor's Office. The Commission will continue strengthening its work on this issue in cooperation
with all stakeholders. The fight against corruption will also be a key element of the new Rule of Law
review cycle. (For more information: Adalbert Jahnz - Tel.: +32 229 53156; Christian Wigand - Tel.:
+32 229 62253; Laura Bérard – Tel.: +32 229 55721; Kasia Kolanko – Tel.: +32 229 63444;
Guillaume Mercier - Tel.: +32 229 80564)
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State aid: Commission opens investigations into possible advantages for public casinos
operators in Germany
The European Commission has opened an in-depth investigation to assess whether the special tax
treatment of public casinos operators in Germany is in line with EU State aid rules. In a separate
decision, the Commission has also opened an in-depth investigation into specific measures adopted in
North Rhine-Westphalia with regard to the public casinos operator active in that region. In Germany,
public casinos operators (Spielbankunternehmen) are subject to a specific tax regime that replaces a
series of otherwise applicable general taxes, in particular corporate, income and trade taxes. The
Commission has received several complaints from companies active in the gambling sector in relation
to certain aspects of this specific tax regime as well as an alleged guarantee for public casinos
operators to remain profitable. The formal investigation aims at clarifying whether this specific tax
regime entails an unjustified economic advantage for the public casinos operators in the form of a
lower tax burden in comparison with the normal tax rules. With respect to certain measures adopted in
favour of the public casinos operator active in North Rhine-Westphalia, the Commission will investigate,
also based on complaints, if alleged annual loss compensation payments as well as a capital injection in
2015 by North Rhine-Westphalia in favour of the public casinos operator in the region, have granted an
undue advantage to the operator. The opening of an in-depth investigation gives Germany and
interested third parties the opportunity to submit comments. It does not prejudge the outcome of the
investigation. In parallel, the Commission has concluded that no aid is involved in the alleged direct
concession to operate another public casino in North Rhine-Westphalia. More information will be
available on the Commission's competition website, in the State Aid Register under the case number
SA.44944 and SA.53552 (tax-related aspects) and SA.48580 (specific measures for the public casinos
operator in North Rhine-Westphalia). (For more information: Arianna Podesta – Tel. +32 229 87024;
Giulia Astuti – Tel.: +32 229 55344)

 

Mergers: Commission clears acquisition of joint control over Argus by HG and GA
The European Commission has approved, under the EU Merger Regulation, the acquisition of the joint
control over Argus Media Limited (“Argus”) by Hg Pooled Management Limited, a subsidiary of
HgCapital LLP (“HG”) both of the UK, and General Atlantic LLC (“GA”) of the U.S. Argus is a global
commodities price reporting agency that publishes market reports and data feeds containing price
assessments, market commentary and news on a full range of global commodities. HG is a private
equity firm that invests mainly in Europe into technology and technology enabled service businesses.
GA is global growth private equity firm that provides capital and strategic support for growth
companies. The Commission concluded that the proposed acquisition would raise no competition
concerns, given that there are no horizontal overlaps or vertical links between the activities of the
companies. The transaction was examined under the simplified merger review procedure. More
information is available on the Commission's competition website, in the public case register under the
case number M.9655. (For more information: Arianna Podesta – Tel. +32 229 87024; Maria Tsoni –
Tel.: +32 229 90526)

 

Concentrations: La Commission autorise l'acquisition de Environment Development Company
par Suez Group, Itochu Corporation and Banque Saudi Fransi
La Commission européenne a approuvé, en vertu du règlement européen sur les concentrations,
l'acquisition de Environment Development Company Limited (“EDCO”), société basée en Arabie
saoudite, par SUEZ Groupe SAS (“Suez”), société basée en France, Itochu Corporation (“Itochu”),
société basée au Japon, et Saudi Fransi Capital (“SFC”), détenue par la Banque Saudi Fransi, toutes
deux basées en Arabie saoudite. EDCO est une société indépendante fournissant des services de
gestion des déchets dangereux dans la région de Jubail en Arabie saoudite. Suez fournit des services
de gestion de l'eau, de recyclage et de récupération des eaux usées et de développement urbain.
Itochu est une société de négoce et d'investissement active dans l'investissement dans des projets
d'infrastructure. SFC est un prestataire de services d'investissement offrant des services complets de
banque d'investissement, de gestion d'actifs, d'études de marché, de ventes et transactions
institutionnelles ainsi que des services de courtage locaux et internationaux. La Commission a conclu
que l'acquisition envisagée ne soulèverait pas de problème de concurrence, car l'entité contrôlée
conjointement n'a pas d'activité réelle ou prévue dans l'Espace économique européen. La transaction a
été examinée dans le cadre de la procédure simplifiée d'examen des concentrations. De plus amples
informations sont disponibles sur le site internet concurrence de la Commission, dans le registre public
des affaires sous le numéro M.9621. (Pour plus d'informations: Arianna Podesta – Tél. +32 229 87024;
Maria Tsoni – Tél.: +32 229 90526)
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Mergers: Commission clears acquisition of joint control over Garching Hochbrück by ALFA
Rohstoffhandel, Geiger and Durmin
The European Commission has approved, under the EU Merger Regulation, the acquisition of joint
control of Garching Hochbrück Vermögensverwaltung GmbH (“Garching Hochbrück”) by ALFA
Rohstoffhandel München GmbH (“ALFA Rohstoffhandel”), Geiger GmbH & Co. KG (“Geiger”) and
Durmin Entsorgung und Logistik GmbH (“ Durmin”), all of Germany. Garching Hochbrück, through its
subsidiary RM Recycling München GmbH & Co. KG, specialises in the collection and processing of metal
scrap and other hazardous and non-hazardous industrial and non-industrial waste. ALFA
Rohstoffhandel specialises in the collection and sale of metal and non-metal scrap. Geiger is active in
infrastructure, real estate, environment-related services and products, in particular collection and
disposal of building waste. Durmin is active in the collection and processing of mineral waste. The
Commission concluded that the proposed acquisition would raise no competition concerns because
Garching Hochbrück has negligible actual or foreseen activities within the European Economic Area.
The transaction was examined under the simplified merger review procedure. More information is
available on the Commission's website, in the public case register under the case number M.9399. (For
more information: Arianna Podesta – Tel. +32 229 87024; Maria Tsoni – Tel.: +32 229 90526)

 

Mergers: Commission clears joint venture between Marquard & Bahls and Starwood Energy
The European Commission has approved, under the EU Merger Regulation, the acquisition of joint
control over a joint venture by Marquard & Bahls AG (“M&B”) of Germany and Starwood Energy Group
Global, L.L.C. (“Starwood Energy”) of the U.S. The joint venture is a project company that will build
and operate an ammonia production facility in Texas, U.S. M&B is active in the supply, trading, storage
and logistics of energy/petroleum products and chemicals. Starwood Energy is a private equity
investment firm that specialises in energy infrastructure investments. It is an affiliate of Starwood
Capital Group Holdings L.P., a private investment firm with a primary focus on global real estate. The
Commission concluded that the proposed acquisition would raise no competition concerns, given that
the joint venture will have negligible activities in the European Economic Area. The transaction was
examined under the simplified merger review procedure. More information is available on the
Commission's competition website, in the public case register under the case number M.9652. (For
more information: Arianna Podesta – Tel. +32 229 87024; Maria Tsoni – Tel.: +32 229 90526) 

 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS
 

 

COP 25: EU Energy Day
Tomorrow, Commissioner Simson will open the EU Energy Day at the COP25, on ‘Transforming the
energy system for a climate neutral economy: the EU example'. Commissioner Simson said: “The top
priority of this Commission is to deliver the European Green Deal and to embrace the paradigm shift
necessary to achieve climate neutrality by 2050. The production and use of energy across economic
sectors account for more than 75% of the EU's greenhouse gas emissions. The decarbonisation of the
energy system is therefore absolutely crucial to reach our objectives. We have to continue to promote
energy efficiency, and invest in a power sector that is based largely on renewable sources, while at the
same time putting the consumer at the heart of the energy system and ensuring secure and affordable
energy supply for all Europeans.” Alongside Commissioner Simson, the Energy Minister of Chile Juan
Carlos Jobet, Executive Secretary of the UNFCCC Patricia Espinosa, Director-General of the
International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) Francesco La Camera, and Member of the European
Parliament Maria Spyraki will give keynote addresses. Also on EU Energy Day, Executive Vice-President
Frans Timmermans will assume co-chairmanship of the Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate and
Energy, in presence of the President of the EIB Werner Hoyer, and Michael R. Bloomberg. The Energy
Day will showcase the EU's leading contribution to accelerating the clean energy transition.
International stakeholders will discuss opportunities and challenges linked to the transformation of the
energy system and identify shared values and avenues for international cooperation activities. The full
programme for the event is available here. (For more information: Tim McPhie – Tel: +32 229-58602;
Lynn Rietdorf – Tel: +32 229-74959; Ana Crespo Parrondo – Tel: +32 229-81325)

 

Les commissaires Wojciechowski et Kyriakides ouvrent l'édition 2019 de la conférence
européenne sur les perspectives agricoles
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MEX/19/6707 

Le commissaire à l'agriculture, Janusz Wojciechowski, et la commissaire à la santé et à la sécurité
alimentaire, Stella Kyriakides, ouvriront demain matin, mardi, le 10 décembre, l'édition 2019 de la
conférence européenne sur les perspectives agricoles, qui abordera durant deux jours les thèmes de
l'alimentation et l'agriculture durable. Les commissaires Wojciechowski et Kyriakides prononceront
les deux discours d'ouverture et traiteront respectivement de l'agriculture pour un Pacte Vert et de la
durabilité de la fourche à la fourchette. Organisée par la Commission européenne, la conférence sur les
perspectives agricoles de l'UE est devenue le principal rassemblement annuel d'acteurs européens
désireux de s'engager et de discuter de l'avenir de l'agriculture en Europe et des défis à venir. Le
premier jour de la conférence, à la suite des discours des commissaires, les participants discuteront et
présenteront les développements scientifiques et les initiatives déjà en place pour améliorer la
durabilité économique, environnementale et sociale de la production, de la consommation et du
commerce. La deuxième journée débutera par une discussion sur l'impact de la demande croissante de
la société sur les prix des denrées alimentaires. Elle sera suivie d'un débat sur les perspectives des
marchés agricoles de l'UE: cultures, biocarburants, cultures spécialisées, viande et produits laitiers. Le
commissaire Wojciechowski tiendra un point presse dans le bâtiment Charlemagne (coin presse) à
10h00 le mardi, 10 décembre. Le programme complet de la conférence est en ligne. Toutes les
sessions sont retransmises en ligne et peuvent être visionnées en ligne le mardi et le mercredi.(Pour
plus d'informations: Daniel Rosario - Tél.: + 32 229 56185; Clémence Robin - Tél.: +32 229 52509)

 

Competition: EU and India reinforce cooperation on competition policy at second EU-India
Competition Week in New Delhi
The importance of strengthening cooperation and partnership between the EU and India was
highlighted in the Joint Communication: Elements for an EU strategy on India, adopted on 20
November 2018. As evidence of this deepening partnership, officials and experts from the EU and India
will meet in New Delhi from 9 to 11 December to advance cooperation and exchange practical
experiences on case handling and enforcement in competition policy. The technical discussions will
touch upon a wide range of topics, including digital economy, big data, mergers, leniency and
settlements. This second EU-India Competition Week follows the inaugural Competition Week
organised in 2018 and builds on the Memorandum of Understanding on cooperation in the field of
competition law signed between DG Competition and the Competition Commission of India on 21
November 2013. The EU-India Competition Week is part of the Competition Cooperation project, a 5-
year EU-funded programme offering technical cooperation to competition authorities in Asia. The
objective is to exchange experiences and strengthen convergence in competition policy to the benefit
of citizens and businesses in both the EU and Asia. More information about the European Commission's
bilateral dialogue with India in the field of competition policy is available on the Commission's website.
(For more information: Arianna Podesta – Tel. +32 229 87024; Maria Tsoni – Tel.: +32 229 90526)
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