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Europe's new supercomputing centres can start building high-performance computers
Earlier this year, eight supercomputing centres in eight EU countries were selected as hosting entities
for the European High Performance Computing Joint Undertaking's (EuroHPC) first supercomputers.
Today in Strasbourg, representatives of these centres are meeting to mark the signature of hosting
agreements that will now allow the procurement process for the acquisition, installation and
maintenance of the new supercomputers to be launched. The supercomputers are expected to become
operational during the second half of 2020 for European users from academia, industry and the public
sector. Meanwhile, European cooperation for building world-class supercomputers is expanding with
North Macedonia joining the initiative as its 30th participating country. Mariya Gabriel, Commissioner
for Digital Economy and Society, said: “These signatures mark a milestone in the Joint Undertaking's
activities, bringing us a step closer to our ambition of making Europe a global leader in high
performance computing. By the end of next year, eight world-class supercomputers will help European
researchers and industry, wherever they are in the EU, run applications that require large amounts of
computing power to make significant advances in fighting climate change, designing new medicine,
developing new materials, and many other areas. I also welcome North Macedonia as the Joint
Undertaking's 30th member. I am delighted that, as part of its engagement with the EU's Digital
Agenda for the Western Balkans, the country has committed to investing in the Joint Undertaking and
in its ambitious infrastructure and research objectives.” The procurement process for the new machines
is due to launch by the end of this year. More information about the next steps for the EuroHPC can be
found at 15:30 CET here and an overview is available here. (For more information: Nathalie
Vandystadt – Tel. +32 229 67083; Johannes Bahrke – Tel.: +32 229 58615; Inga Höglund – Tel.: +32
229 50698)

 

La Commission nomme un conseiller principal à son Office des publications
La Commission européenne a décidé aujourd'hui de nommer M. Gabor Mihaly Nagy au poste de
conseiller principal “Gestion des connaissances” au sein de son Office des publications. M. Nagy, de
nationalité hongroise, a rejoint la direction générale de la recherche et de l'innovation de la
Commission (DG RTD) en tant que chef d'unité en 2007. Auparavant, il a occupé plusieurs postes de
recherche et de gestion, notamment celui de chef de département à l'Académie hongroise des
sciences/ Institut de recherche sur l'énergie atomique KFKI. Depuis 2013, il occupe le poste de
conseiller "Culture scientifique" à la DG RTD. La date d'effet de sa nomination sera déterminée
ultérieurement. (Pour plus d'informations: Mina Andreeva - Tél.: +32 229 91382; Andreana Stankova -
Tél.: +32 229 57857)

 

Albania: EU mobilises emergency support following earthquakes
Following the 6.3 magnitude earthquake and 3 aftershocks that hit Albania on 25 November, the EU
Civil protection Mechanism was activated at the request of the Albanian authorities. The European
Union has already helped mobilise 3 search and rescue teams, which will deploy to Albania to assist the
Albanian authorities with their search and rescue operations. “The European Union stands by Albania at
this difficult time. Search and rescue teams from Italy, Greece and Romania are already on their way.
In addition, I would like to thank Hungary, Germany, Croatia, France, Estonia, the Czech Republic and
Turkey for their offers of assistance through the European Civil Protection Mechanism. My thoughts are
with the victims and all the people affected by the disaster”, said Commissioner for Humanitarian Aid
and Crisis Management Christos Stylianides. Earlier this morning, Commissioner Stylianides spoke
on the phone with the President of Albania, Mr Ilir Meta, and reaffirmed EU's solidarity and readiness to
help. Copernicus system has been activated for the production of satellite images of the affected
zones, and the European Union's 24/7 Emergency Response Coordination Centre is in contact with the
Albanian authorities and continues to monitor the situation. Additional EU assets are on standby should
they be needed. The EU will also deploy a Civil Protection Team to help the authorities coordinate the
response and assess the damage. A statement by High Representative/Vice-President Federica
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Mogherini and Commissioner for Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Management Christos Stylianides is
available online. (For more information: Maja Kocijancic – Tel.: +32 2 298 65 70; Carlos Martin Ruiz de
Gordejuela – Tel.: +32 229 65322; Daniel Puglisi – Tel.: +32 2 296 91 40; Alceo Smerilli – Tel.: +32 2
296 48 87)

 

State aid: Commission inserts Greece back into the list of “marketable risk” countries for
short-term export credit insurance as of 1 January 2020
Following the successful conclusion of its European Stability Mechanism stability support programme in
August 2018, its full integration into the European Semester and the continued delivery of agreed
reforms under the Enhanced Surveillance framework, the European Commission has decided to insert
Greece back in the list of “marketable risk” countries for short-term export credit insurance as of 1
January 2020.  Export credits enable foreign buyers of goods and/or services to defer payment.
Deferred payment implies credit risk for the sellers/exporters, against which they insure themselves
typically with private insurers (so-called export credit insurance). According to the 2012 Short-term
export credit Communication, which has been in force since 2013, trade within EU countries (and
certain non-EU countries listed in its Annex) with a maximum risk period of up to two years entails
marketable risks and should, in principle, not be insured by the State or State supported insurers. In
other words, as private insurers offer that type of insurance, there is no need for the State to step in
and offer a similar product. However, due to the difficult economic situation and a lack of insurance
capacity for credit risks related to exports to Greece, the Commission in 2013 decided, also based on
input from public consultations, to remove Greece from the list of marketable risk countries and to
consider short-term export credit risks towards Greece temporarily “ non-marketable”. This decision
was prolonged several times and the most recent amendment expires at the end of 2019. The
Commission has now carried out a public consultation inviting Member States, private credit insurers
and other interested parties to submit their comments on the availability of private credit insurance for
exports to Greece. Based on the results of the consultation and taking into account the relevant
economic indicators, in particular Greek sovereign ratings and corporate sector performance, the
Commission has decided to insert Greece back on the list of marketable risk countries and to amend
the Communication accordingly. This means that, as of 1 January 2020, short-term export credit risks
towards Greece will be considered as marketable to be covered by private insurers. This is another
indication of Greece's continued normalisation and builds on the progress that has been made since the
conclusion of the programme. (For more information: Lucía Caudet – Tel. +32 229 56182; Giulia Astuti
– Tel.: +32 229 55344)

 
Mergers: Commission clears acquisition of Zayo by EQT and Colony Capital
The European Commission has approved, under the EU Merger Regulation, the acquisition of Zayo
Group Holding, Inc. (“Zayo”) of the US by EQT Find Management S.à.r.l. (“EQT”) of Luxembourg and
Colony Capital, Inc. of the US. Zayo is a provider of communications infrastructure services in North
America and Europe. EQT is an investment firm active in infrastructure and infrastructure-related
assets and businesses in primarily Europe and North America. Colony Capital is an investment firm
active in digital infrastructure companies. The Commission concluded that the proposed acquisition
would raise no competition concerns, because of the limited horizontal and vertical overlaps between
the activities of the companies concerned. The transaction was examined under the simplified merger
review procedure. More information is available on the Commission's competition website, in the public
case register under the case number M.9512. (For more information: Lucía Caudet – Tel. +32 229
56182; Maria Tsoni – Tel.: +32 229 90526)

 

Mergers: Commission clears the acquisition of joint control over Global Borealis by
Brookfield and Iridium
The European Commission has approved, under the EU Merger Regulation, the acquisition of joint
control over Global Borealis S.L. of Spain by Brookfield Asset Management Inc (“Brookfield”) of Canada
and Iridium Concesiones de Infraestructuras, S.A.D (“Iridium” ) of Spain. Global Borealis holds and
manages concessions in the transport infrastructure and hospital sector in Spain. Brookfield provides
asset management services globally, focused on real estate, infrastructure, renewable power and
private equity. Iridium, part of the ACS construction group, is active globally in the development,
management and maintenance of concessions involving transport and public works. The Commission
concluded that the proposed acquisition would raise no competition concerns, because of the limited
impact it would have on the market. The transaction was examined under the simplified merger review
procedure. More information is available on the Commission's competition website, in the public case
register under the case number M.9573. (For more information: Lucía Caudet – Tel. +32 229 56182;
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Maria Tsoni – Tel.: +32 229 90526)

 

Mergers: Commission clears the acquisition of Solvay's EEA nylon business by Domo
The European Commission has approved, under the EU Merger Regulation, the proposed acquisition of
Solvay's nylon business assets (the “Divestment Business”) by Domo Chemicals GmbH (“Domo”). The
Divestment Business is being divested in the context of the Commission's conditional clearance in
January 2019 of the acquisition of Solvay's EP and P&I business by BASF (M.8674). The Divestment
Business is primarily involved in the nylon 6.6 value chain and focuses on the manufacturing of nylon
intermediates and final products. Domo is a vertically integrated firm, which offers a portfolio of nylon
intermediates and final products focusing on the nylon 6 value chain, fertilizers and petrochemical
products. The nylon 6 value chain and the nylon 6.6 value chain are different in respect of the
feedstock, intermediates and final products involved. Therefore, the products of the Divestment
Business and Domo are largely complementary. The Commission concluded that the proposed
transaction would raise no competition concerns, given the small horizontal overlap between the
companies' activities in the market for nylon 6.6 engineering plastics and the minor vertical
relationships for the production of non-oriented cast nylon 6 films. More information is available on the
Commission's competition website, in the public case register under the case number M.9553. (For
more information: Lucía Caudet – Tel. +32 229 56182; Maria Tsoni – Tel.: +32 229 90526)

 

Mergers: Commission clears acquisition of Cattierite by Umicore
The European Commission has approved, under the EU Merger Regulation, the acquisition of Cattierite
Holdings Coöperatief U.A. (“Cattierite”) of the Netherlands by Umicore, S.A./N.V. (“Umicore”) of
Belgium. Cattierite is a holding company that indirectly owns and controls Freeport Cobalt Oy (“FCO”)
of Finland. FCO is active in cobalt refining and the production of refined cobalt materials for battery
applications. Umicore is a global metals technology and recycling group active in the production of a
cathode materials for rechargeable lithium-ion batteries used in portable electronics and electric
vehicles. The Commission concluded that the proposed acquisition would raise no competition concerns
because of the companies' limited market presence at all levels of the value chain. The transaction was
examined under the normal merger review procedure. More information is available on the
Commission's competition website, in the public case register under the case number M.9379. (For
more information: Lucía Caudet – Tel. +32 229 56182; Maria Tsoni – Tel.: +32 229 90526)

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
 
 
Fifth meeting of the European election cooperation network to set the course in the
upcoming years
Tomorrow morning, the European election cooperation network meets for the fifth time since its launch
in January 2019, as part of the broader measures initiated by the European Commission in the run-up
to the European Parliament elections. Commissioner for Justice, Consumers and Gender Equality, Věra
Jourová said: “The European network has evolved into a valuable platform for our common efforts to
protect democracy across our Union. We are counting on Member States' sustained engagement as we
jointly drive this agenda forward.” This exchange between EU institutions and EU Member States will
set the course for the network in the upcoming years towards further operationalising its work,
encouraging continued joint efforts in strengthening transparency and cyber security, and addressing
disinformation. Participants will also address how to approach social media platforms and deliver on
transparency commitments, conducting risk assessments and awareness raising. Members of the
network will also participate in the first experts' meeting of the EU-US expert-level dialogue on
resilience of electoral systems also taking place today. Finally,the group will also discuss contributions
to the implementation of the priorities of the incoming Commission, including in the context of the
European Democracy Action Plan. The conclusions of tomorrow's meeting will be published here. (For
more information: Christian Wigand – Tel.: +32 229 62253; Sara Soumillion – Tel.: +32 229 67094;
Athina Reuter – Tel.: + 32 2 229 82390)
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