
Since the beginning of Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine, the EU has adopted eight packages of sanctions with 
the aim to hinder Russia’s ability to finance the war, to impose significant costs on its political elite and those supporting the 
regime, and to diminish its economic base. On 7 December, the Commission presented a ninth package of sanctions.

The Freeze and Seize Task Force was set up in March 2022, soon after the start of the Russian aggression, to help ensure 
the full and effective enforcement of EU sanctions against Russian and Belarussian individuals and entities listed. 

Run by the Commission, the Task Force allows Member States as well as EU Agencies, Eurojust and Europol, to work together 
on identifying, freezing and, where possible, confiscating Russian assets. The Task Force works in four work streams: assets 
freezes and reporting; exchange of best practices on criminal investigations and confiscation; the creation of a common fund 
for the benefit of Ukraine; and tax enforcement. 

These groups are composed of the European Commission services, national experts and 

European Agencies, and are often joined by international partners invited to the meetings.

More than 1350 individuals and companies are on the EU sanctions list. 

This means all their assets and financial resources must be frozen.
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Including:

bank accounts, 
securities, 
real estate, 
aircrafts, 
luxury boats,
artwork.

almost 
€19 

billion 
of frozen 
assets in 
the EU

The work of the Task Force so far:
Freezing assets

In Spain, six 
vessels have 
been frozen 

since February.

Germany froze 
the Dilbar 
yacht, the 

biggest yacht 
in the world.

In France, several 
villas have been frozen 
such as the Villa Canta 
Cigalou in Saint Jean 

Cap Ferrat.
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International cooperation 

Criminal investigations and confiscation

The Task Force works closely with international partners, including  Ukrainian  
and U.S. authorities. At the G7+ level, the Task Force cooperates with the  
REPO (“Russian Elites, Proxies and Oligarchs”) Task Force. 
In addition, the Task Force regularly invites third-country partners, such as  
Norway, Liechtenstein, Iceland and others, to join meetings and share their expertise. 

Operation OSCAR, launched by Europol, with involvement of Eurojust, supports 
Member States in targeting assets owned by oligarchs on the EU sanctions list. 
Moreover, both Europol and Eurojust have been cross-checking the list of designated 
individuals and entities to identify related investigations in the Member States.

While it is for the Member States to enforce sanctions, the Commission is working to ensure that Member States have all
the tools and supports needed. The Task Force also serves as a platform to exchange best practices to overcome challenges
linked to the enforcement. Upon a proposal from the Commission, the Council introduced a new obligation for all persons
listed under EU sanctions to disclose their assets in the EU. This will make it more difficult to hide assets and may
lead to criminal penalties or even con-fiscation.

In May 2022, the Commission proposed new rules to strengthen the Union framework on confiscation and sanctions violation.
First, the Commission proposed to revise the EU framework on asset recovery and confiscation by making a proposal
for a Directive to extend the list of criminal offences for which confiscation orders could be issued, including violation of
sanctions. Secondly, the Commission adopted, on 2 December 2022, a proposal for a Directive harmonising the definition of
criminal offences and penalties for the violation of EU sanctions.

With these instruments, the Commission aims to equip Member States with the legal tools to confiscate an increasing
number of assets, in case of a criminal offence.

A whistle-blower tool

Strengthening EU law

The Commission set up an anonymous and secure online platform where whistle-
blowers can report past, current, or planned violations of EU sanctions. Relevant 
information is referred to the national authorities.

Reconstruction fund for Ukraine
On 30 November, the Commission proposed options to the Member States to ensure 
that Russia will compensate Ukraine for the damage done and cover the costs for 
rebuilding the country.

• In the short-term, the Commission could consider setting up a structure to manage 
the frozen public funds, invest them and use the proceeds in favour of Ukraine.  
• In the long-term, and depending on developments, the Russian Central Bank’s 
assets could be used with a view to ensuring that Russia pays full compensation for 
the damages caused to Ukraine.


