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The European Union has provided significant financial and practical support to its Member States over the past 
years, and has helped respond to immediate challenges, better manage migration and protect the EU’s external 
borders. Through the EU budget and the deployment of personnel and equipment, the EU has shown solidarity with 
Member States most affected. The EU has worked more closely with Member States than ever before by providing 
operational, financial and political support to better manage migration and ensure that Europe is ready to face 
future migration challenges in full solidarity.

Through its Agencies, the EU provides Member States most affected by migration challenges with significant 
operational support. Staff from the European Border and Coast Guard Agency, the European Asylum Support 
Office (EASO) and Europol are currently at work both on land and at sea to help Member States manage and 
strengthen the external borders, save lives, provide protection to those who need it and effectively return those 
who do not.

With over 900 personnel deployed in Cyprus, Greece, Italy and Malta, the European Asylum Support Office 
is providing more operational support than ever before. The European Border and Coast Guard Agency is 
currently deploying its largest operation ever with over 650 officers in Greece. In total, the Agency currently 
deploys almost 1,400 officers.
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Solidarity in action through EU funding

Overall, since 2015:

Since 2015, the Commission has continuously delivered on its commitment to support Member States in managing 
migration. EU funding has proven a vital tool in that respect, providing a practical demonstration of solidarity 
and responsibility-sharing in action.

Through the Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund and the Internal Security Fund, the EU budget helps Member 
States to better manage migration flows and better protect the EU’s external borders. EU funding has been supporting 
Member States to improve reception conditions, provide accommodation, healthcare and provision of food. Funding 
has also contributed to improving access to fairer and more efficient asylum procedures, better protection of children 
and unaccompanied minors, equipment for border surveillance, search and rescue at sea and assisted voluntary return 
and reintegration programmes. This includes through long-term but also emergency funding that allows for fast and 
flexible responses in spite of changing circumstances. 

In addition, a new Emergency Support Instrument was set up in 2016 to address large-scale humanitarian needs 
within the EU and has been funding emergency support operations addressing the needs of migrants and refugees 
in Greece. 

*Figures represent current EU budget commitments and have been rounded up or down. They are subject to change.

• GREECE has been allocated €2.2 billion, support that support that has funded, amongst others, 
accommodation places in the mainland for around 55.000 asylum seekers and refugees, 
including for unaccompanied minors

• ITALY has been allocated nearly €1 billion, supporting for example integration measures that have 
helped almost 400,000 people

• SPAIN has received almost €800 million, including support for over 2,000 returnees with pre or post 
return reintegration assistance

• SWEDEN has received almost €400 million, including funding for 8,000 resettlements

• BULGARIA has been supported with over €300 million, funding for example the repair and refurbishment 
of 6 reception centers and over 200 places in safe zones for unaccompanied minors

• MALTA has been allocated  over €105 million, supporting for example the transfer of 500 persons 
rescued at sea to other EU countries

• CYPRUS has been allocated almost €100 million, supporting the participation of 13,000 persons in 
pre-departure measures and the training of almost 1,400 staff in borders management.
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€8.6 billion €2.6 billion  

The European Border and Coast Guard Agency will soon be reinforced with a standing corps of 10,000 
border guards and will be able to acquire its own equipment, including vessels, planes and vehicles, 
ready for deployment whenever and wherever needed. This will give the Agency further resources and 
capabilities to provide consistent and reliable support Member States on the ground.


