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CHALLENGE: SOME PROGRESS, BUT WE ARE NOT THERE YET

Relative survival for lung cancer in Belgium

Males

Source: Belgian Cancer Registry



PIPELINE IS DELIVERING…

Source: iqvia-institute-global-trends-in-randd-to-2021.pdf 



Source: Dr Peter B Bach, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Centre

Monthly and median costs of cancer drugs at the time of FDA approval 1965-2019

• Price of cell & gene therapy: 
new order of magnitude: €80.000-
€700.000• e.g. CAR-T (Kymriah, Yescarta)

CHALLENGE: PRICE LEVEL & PRICE INCREASES

https://www.mskcc.org/research-programs/health-policy-outcomes/cost-drugs


MAKING SAFE & EFFECTIVE DRUGS AVAILABLE

◼ A fair price

◼ Justifiable, predictable and cost-effective within the aims and priorities of healthcare systems and

available budget

◼ Transparency

◼ End-user prices, cost of research and development, cost of goods, public health authorities’

decision-making processes

◼ New, needs driven models for drug development

◼ E.g., reinforcing role of academic medical centers in ATMPs

◼ Swift uptake of generics / biosimilars 

◼ = considerable savings



REASONS WHY BIOSIMILARS ARE NOT USED

◼ Lack of knowledge by doctors and patients about safety / efficacy (switch from 

originator to biosimilar)

◼ Negotiations between hospital pharmacists and sellers of originators

◼ Evergreened versions of existing medicines

◼ Sales and marketing campaigns of originator medicines



HOW TO INCREASE UPTAKE OF BIOSIMILARS 

◼ Independent information and education of healthcare professionals and patients 

about safety, efficacy and switching

◼ Quota systems in hospitals and the outpatient sector

◼ Transparency about discounts and benefits on originators

◼ Generics and biosimilars should be allowed into the market right after the 

protection period is over

◼ Timely revision of therapeutic guidelines when biosimilars become available (LIC)



ECL@cancer.eu
● ECL Secretariat
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