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COVER NOTE  

1.3 European Health Data Space  

1. Issue at stake 

The European Strategy for Data adopted in February 2020 announced work to be done on 

the horizontal framework for the common data spaces and on the creation of sector-

specific data spaces, including the European Health Data Space (EHDS).  

2. Summary 

With regard to the European Health Data Space (EHDS), the European Strategy for Data 

announced that the Commission will develop sector-specific legislative or non-legislative 

measures for the EHDS, complementing the horizontal framework of the common 

European data space. The Commission should also support deployment of the data 

infrastructures, tools and computing capacity for the EHDS. 

The work on the creation of the EHDS is carried out along several strands, in particular: 

(i) on the governance framework and rules for secure exchanges and access to personal 

health data across the EU in full respect of data protection rules; single market for digital 

health services and support for the development and deployment of AI, (ii) on 

development of the infrastructure for cross-border sharing of health data and deployment 

of the infrastructure for access to data for research and policy making, (iii) on improved 

interoperability and quality of the health data, (iv) on supporting capacity building in the 

Member States, including digital skills of competent authorities and health workforce. 

The first strand of activities (legal and governance framework) should be taken forward 

primarily through the work on the planned legislative proposal on the European Health 

Data Space with the intended adoption by the end of 2021. The remaining three strands 

of work (technical infrastructure, data quality and capacity building) will be implemented 

mainly through funding at EU and national level, including from the EU4Health 

proposal, the Digital Europe Programme (DEP), Horizon Europe, European Social 

Fund+ (ESF+) or the Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF). MyHealth@EU will be 

the main infrastructure for the use of health data for healthcare.  

The Commission has launched a Joint Action (Towards the European Health Data Space 

- TEHDAS), which is expected to put forward options concerning different aspects of the 

EHDS, especially related to secondary use of health data (for research and policy 

making). TEHDAS will complement the work of the eHAtion and the eHealth Networl/  

The Commission is currently carrying out the preparatory work on this new initiative, in 

line with the Better Regulation principles. On 23 December 2020, the Inception Impact 

Assessment was published for 6 weeks to gather stakeholders’ views. Further feedback 

will be gathered in the context of the launch of the public consultation early May 2021 
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for a period of 12 weeks. This feedback will feed into the preparation of the Impact 

Assessment and of the draft legal proposal. 

3. Format of procedure in the meeting 

For information. The Member States will be invited to provide their input.  


