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Ethical principles for Digital Health

Digital Health shall be used to well-being for all

mankind and biosphere.

Progress towards these goals will benefit from guiding European ethical principles in line with our European

humanistic tradition and values. The framework includes European Ethical Principles for Digital Health organized

around 4 ethical dimensions.

It is the basis of European citizens’ trust in Digital Health. (…)

The European Ethical Principles for Digital Health will be reviewed on a regular basis in the coming years. A

supporting document, detailing the principles, linking them with the existing and on-going regulations and

providing examples from national experiences will be provided.

European Commission and Member States commit to further explore and discuss actions to respect these

European Ethical Principles in their actions on Digital Health, monitor progress and review them jointly in due time.

An initiative of the French Presidency of the Council of the European Union, #PFU2022, driven by the e-Health

networkprotect health and

Adoption by eHealth Network on January 26th, 2022



European ethical principles for Digital Health 
Implementation

• 26 January 2022: Adoption of the European
ethical principles for digital health

• March 2022: Creation of a dedicated taskforce
to work on an implementation plan

• 01-02 June 2022 eHealth Network Paris:
adoption of the first deliverable, a supportive
document explaining the ethical principles with
more details, as the format of the European
ethical principles was a one-pager document.

• Agreement to submit an upgraded version during
upcoming eHealth network meetings

• The supportive document will keep evolving over time.

• 30 March 2023: updated version of the
supported document proposed for adoption

3 June 2021 (digital) Brussels, Belgium

Updated version with upgrades on 
• wording

• accuracy of the provided examples

• consistency of explanations

The dedicated task force would like to 

specifically thank all contributors, and in 

particular Sarah Murphy for her review of 

the document.



19th eHealth Network
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19th eHealth Network

▪ Build and share a common understanding of the principles

▪ Collect use cases from all member States

▪ Propose and perform a preliminary assessment with an assessment grid

▪ Propose next steps

Approach

“No MS can already claim a full compliance to all 16 ethical 

principles”

Implementation phase 1  - Initial preparation : methodology and outcomes 

Deliverables Phase 1 –eHN meeting 02.06.22

▪ Validated Supportive document v0

▪ Assessment grid v0

Implementation phase 2  - implementation next steps

Deliverables Phase 2

• New version of supportive document 

• Update of assessment grid and new contributions

• Transfer of all documents to Capacity Building Contractor

Approach

“Prepare for hand over to Capacity Building”
▪ Prepare new version of supportive document

▪ Ensure contributions of Member States to assessment grid

▪ Update Assessment grid

▪ Hand over to Capacity Building driven by EU Commission

▪ Other tasks initially planned postponed
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19th eHealth Network

▪ Capacity building initiative has started for 18 months (contract in August

2022, contractor has started in November)

▪ First expected outcomes : KPIs, mapping and evaluation of MS

compliance (follow up on assessment grid), preparation of a capacity

building requirements catalog. This catalog includes requirements to be

met when moving to implementation

▪ Build and share a common sharing of best practices (“best practices

compendium”: use cases, concrete examples from the ecosystem

(industry, patients,..))

▪ Communication plan to European citizens including a consultation to

open discussions and initial EU compliance status

▪ Draft a white paper on the involvement of end users.

Approach

“Ensure implementation by driving the capacity building 

initiative and related actions with a close involvement of 

eHealth Network”

Deliverables Phase 3

• Capacity building plan for European ethical principles,
and strong MS involvement and accomplishment rate

• White paper on the involvement of end users

• Requirements Catalog

• Communication plan including outcomes from the

consultation of citizens and Initial EU compliance status

Implementation phase 3  - Capacity Building
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