
AMR policy in Belgium
First experiences with implementing Council recommendations on AMR



Background:
Belgian (Federal) AMR policy
• 1999: Belgian AntiBiotics

COordination Commission 
(BAPCOC) 

• AMR policy in hospitals and 
community sector

• Guidance on AMS and IPC
• 2012: AMCRA

• Co-governance by government 
agencies and animal sectors

• Guidance on AMS and IPC
• Tailored reduction targets
• Convenant
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Background:
Policy evaluation & support (2017-2019)

• Main issues
• Lack of long-term efficacy in 

human sector
• Lack of focus on Ambulatory 

care and Long-term care 
facilities

• Lack of attention to 
companion animals

• Lack of focus on prescriber 
behaviors

• Lack of One Health 
perspective
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NAP AMR 2020-2024

• Continuation of current 
actions in human and 
animal health

• Focus on infection 
prevention and stewardship

• Inclusion of Environment
• Transversal focus and 

governance
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Main issues with Current NAP

• Problems on paper
• Patel et al. (2023)

• Problems in Practice
• Court of Audit (2022) 

Focus on Ambulatory care

5



International support for AMR

• Academics/ECDC
• e.g.  et al 2019

• WHO/Europe Roadmap AMR
• European Council 

Recomendations
• EU-JAMRAI-2

6



Current actions
taken by the Federal Public Service
• Updating process of NAP
• Participating in EU-JAMRAI-II
• Cooperation (H) and governance (A1B)
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Current actions
taken by the Federal Public Service
• Updating process of NAP

• Including consumption targets as targets and monitoring criteria 
(A1c, E15, E21)

• Role of availability/access in AMR policy (G)

 Clear help in Council recommendations

• Work on Programme theory of NAP
• Set up clear targets for prioritization of actions
• Flexible updating, based on emerging evidence and guidance (A3)

 Limited guidance in Council recommendations
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Current actions
taken by the Federal Public Service
• Participation in EU-JAMRAI-II

• Participation Across all WP’s
• Participation from different actors

• Across sector (Government, Research institutes, Sector organisations)
• Across Federal level and federated entities

• Close coordination with NAP
• Facilitated by participation in WP5
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Current actions
taken by the Federal Public Service
• Coöperation (H) and governance (A1B)

• Implementation issues
• Balancing transversal goals and sectoral specificity
• Need for further guidance & support
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