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Framing pesticide use within the wider 
context of sustainable food systems



“To achieve a sustainable food system for the EU, the 
central goal of all relevant policy development and 
assessment must be to ensure food sustainability in all its 
aspects: environmental, social and economic”

• “Ensure a truly integrated approach to bring about a 
sustainable food system”

• “approaches focusing on single issues, marginal efficiency 
gains and incremental improvements to the current system 
will not be sufficient” and thus “will not make the food system 
sustainable”. 

• “a transformation of the food system requires clear high-level 
goals and incentives, with a balanced focus on all three 
sustainability pillars (economic, social, environmental), with 
joined-up, complementing policies”. 

2020 Opinion on 
Sustainable Food Systems 



• “In the current food system, some of the main goals against 
which trade-offs and  synergies  are  weighed  are  food  
security,  food  safety  and  economic  considerations.  In  this  
system,  intensive  farming  to  produce  high  yields  is  
synergistic  with  economic  competitiveness,  leading  to  low  
prices.  However,  there are trade-offs between overall 
competitiveness goals and the social and economic  situation  
of  small-scale  food  producers  and  rural  communities.  
Moreover, intensive farming is associated with low 
environmental sustainability and resilience, due to e.g. 
widespread use of monocultures and pesticides.” 

• The use and over-use of pesticides is not just a cause of the 
unsustainability of our food system, but is also a symptom of 
the unsustainable food system 

2020 Opinion on 
Sustainable Food Systems 



“Facilitate a broader discussion throughout society to 
establish an EU-wide, shared vision for food production, 
including the role of plant protection products therein”. 

• “The debate around the authorisation and use of PPPs
[= plant protection products = pesticides] 
opens up the wider issue of desired models 
for food production. … Differing and often conflicting 
opinions are expressed by different groups … The absence of 
a shared vision hinders the development of a well-defined 
policy with clear objectives and views on risk acceptability.”

2018 Opinion on EU 
Authorisation processes of 
plant protection products 



• “would need to bring together all EU policies related to the 
food-chain and the environment upon which it depends, and 
include broad consideration of costs and benefits to society, 
with due regard to trade-offs between ecosystem services.”

• “should take into account, among others, affordability of food 
for consumers, income and long-term viability of food 
producers, as well as risks to health and the environment 
associated with different scenarios for the use of pesticides, 
including a zero use scenario.”

• “the wide-spread and prophylactic use of plant protection 
products [PPP, which includes pesticides] and the effects 
thereof on the environment … require greater consideration in 
the EU PPP system, especially with regard to post-market 
vigilance”

2018 Opinion on EU 
Authorisation processes of 
plant protection products 



Ensure a truly integrated approach to sustainable food

• Framing food not only/mainly as a ‘commodity’ 

• Stimulate diversity (local ‘pilots’): monitor and assess transfer 
and upscaling of initiatives

Address asymmetries and ‘choice architecture’ in the food 
system

• Strengthen position and voice of less influential and vulnerable 
actors in food system - avoid placing the responsibility on 
consumers to make a ‘rational choice’

Utilize a complete policy mix 

• Voluntary means as supplementary rather than main drivers 

Sustainable Food main areas 
of recommendations 
with examples



Thank you!
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