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Public Consultation
15 Oct 2021 - 21 Jan 2022

Timeline

Fitness Check 

concluded
July 2022

Stakeholders’ 

Conference
9 December 2021

Impact

Assessment

concluded
Early 2023

Legislative 

proposal
End of 2023

EFSA 

opinions 

on 

transport 

and pigs
June 2022

EFSA opinions on 

calves, dairy

cows, ducks, 

geese, quail
March 2023

Inception Impact

Assessment

+ public feedback
6 July – 24 August 2021

EFSA 

opinions on 

broilers and 

laying hens
Dec 2022



• 4 areas covered: welfare at farm level (including phasing out of cages), 

during transport, at the time of killing, animal welfare labelling. 

• 9 common problems + specific problems

• List of policy options envisaged

• Public feedback gathered between 6 July and 24 August 2021

From the Inception Impact Assessment…
… to the Impact Assessment



Feedback on the Inception Impact Assessment



Text mining analysis of the feedback received

Author: Dr. Vito Tranquillo, Specialista in Sanità

Pubblica Veterinaria

e in Statistica Medica ed Epidemiologia Clinica



• Space allowances, travel times and travel 

conditions 

• Live animal exports to non-EU countries 

• Unweaned and other vulnerable animals 

• Better monitoring and enforcement by 

introducing new technologies 

• Cats and dogs 

• Means of transports, adapted to new 

technologies

Transport



• Five domains 

• Duty-of-care

• A prohibition on cages/stalls

• Increased space allowances

• Mutilations

• Imported products of animal origin

• Animal welfare indicators

• Competence of animal handlers 

• New species-specific AW requirements

Farm level



• Commission’s answer:

• 2023 legislative proposal will include provisions to phasing out and

finally prohibit the use of cages for all animal species and categories

referred to in the ECI

• The conditions of these phasing out (including the length of the transition

period) will be determined based on EFSA opinions, the result of an

impact assessment and a public consultation.

European Citizens’ Initiative « End the Cage 
Age »



• Water bath stunning

• CO² Stunning

• Electric prods

• Farmed fish

• Equipment

• Approval of slaughterhouses

• Simplification

Slaughter



• Option 0: Status quo

• Option 1: Regulating animal welfare claims 

• Option 2: An EU animal welfare label, limited to cage/ non-cage systems 

• Option 3: An EU animal welfare label, with key welfare criteria

Animal welfare labelling



Author: Dr. Vito Tranquillo, 

Specialista in Sanità Pubblica

Veterinaria

e in Statistica Medica ed

Epidemiologia Clinica



Author: Dr. Vito Tranquillo, 

Specialista in Sanità Pubblica

Veterinaria

e in Statistica Medica ed

Epidemiologia Clinica



• 26 October 2021: Commission sent roadmap to EFSA indicating its planned 

future mandates in the area of animal welfare, after 2023:

• Beef cattle

• Sheep and goats

• Turkeys

• Farmed salmon and trout; carp; sea bass; sea bream, European eel

• Ducks, geese and quail

• Horses

• Minks, racoon dogs, foxes

• Certain invertebrates such as decapods

Roadmap of future mandates to EFSA



• 5 panels: labelling, phasing out of cages, welfare during transport, welfare at 

slaughter/killing, welfare at farm level. 

• Panellists will exchange based on: 

• Results of instant polls with the participants to this conference using « slido »

• Questions asked by the moderators

• Questions asked by participants through the chat (some of which will be picked up by the 

moderators)

And today the panel discussions:


