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Athanasios S. Tsaftaris, Minister of Rural Development and Food

Athanasios Tsaftaris has been the Minister of Rural Development & Food since June 

2012. He is a professor and the chairman of the Department of Genetics and Plant 

Breeding at the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki (A.U.Th.). He is a member  

of the Board of Directors of Centre for Research and Technology – Hellas (CE.R.T.H.). 

He is the Director of the Institute of Applied Biosciences of the Centre for Research 

and Technology – Hellas (CE.R.T.H.). He has taken part in the EU Evaluation Committee  

for 5 years dealing with Agricultural Research Policy Programmes. He is on  

the European Biotechnology Advisory Committees for the programmes BAP, BRIGE,  

BIOTEC I, BIOTEC II, Quality of life of DG XII. He is part of the OECD: Task force  

for the Safety of Novel Foods and Feeds. Professor Tsaftaris holds two doctorate  

degrees, one from the A.U.Th. in the area for Quantitative Genetics and Plant  

Breeding and the other from North Carolina State University, USA in the area  

of Plant Molecular Biology and Biotechnology. He has published more than 200  

research papers in international journals and edited several books. He received  

the Honorary Medal for Gallantry of Phoenix by the President of the Hellenic Republic.

Maria Betti, Joint Research Centre, Director,  

Institute for Environment and Sustainability 

Maria Betti obtained her PhD in Chemistry at the University of Pisa (Italy) where  

she still gives lectures as Professor of Instrumental Analytical Chemistry for  

Environmental Research. She has published more than 200 scientific articles related 

to environmental chemistry and protection. She has worked in several laboratories 

in Europe and the USA. From 1991 to 2008, she led the Analytical and Environment 

Section of the Institute for Transuranium Elements (ITU) in Karlsruhe (Germany) 

which is part of the European Commission’s Joint Research Centre. In August 2008, 

she moved to Monaco where she was appointed Director of the IAEA Marine  

Environment Laboratories. From January 2010 until September 2012 she was  

responsible for the entire Environment Programme of the IAEA, heading a new  

Division called IAEA Environment Laboratories, which consisted of the Marine  

Environment Laboratories in Monaco and of the Terrestrial Laboratory in Seibersdorf,  

Austria. Since 1st October 2012, she is the Director of the JRC Institute for  

Environment and Sustainability in Ispra (Italy).

Athanasios G. Konstandopoulos, Member of the Board of Governors  

of Joint Research Centre, President of the Board of Directors of Centre  

for Research and Technology Hellas (CERTH)

Athanasios G. Konstandopoulos (PhD, MPhil, MScChE, Yale University; MScME Michigan  

Tech; Dipl. MEng. Aristotle University of Thessaloniki), Chairman of the Board  

of CERTH, Founder and Director of the Aerosol & Particle Technology Laboratory  



and Professor of Chemical Engineering, Aristotle University.

Dr. Konstandopoulos is a specialist in aerosol technology and structured reactors  

for energy, environmental and biotech applications. He has coordinated and managed  

numerous research projects, funded by the European Commission and leading  

international industries. He is the recipient of the 2006 European Descartes Prize, 

the 2010 European Research Council Advanced Grant, a Fellow of the Society  

of Automotive Engineers, author of numerous widely cited publications and member 

of the Board of Governors of the European Commission’s Joint Research Center.

Guy Van Den Eede, Joint Research Centre, Adviser for Bio-Economy,  

Directorate of Scientific Policy and Stakeholders Relations

Guy Van den Eede is an engineer in Chemical and Agronomical Sciences (division  

Industrial Biochemistry and Microbiology) and graduated from the Catholic University  

Leuven, Belgium (1982) with a specialisation in molecular biology at the State  

University Ghent (Belgium) (1982 – 1990).

On 1.12.1990 he was appointed at the Joint Research Centre of the European  

Commission in Ispra, Italy. Since 1.4.2003 he was Head of the Unit Biotechnology 

and GMOs and his Unit received the mandate to operate the European Union  

Reference Laboratory for GM Food and Feed as well as the European Union Reference  

Laboratory for GMOs. He was the chairman of the European Network of GMO  

Laboratories and member of different advisory boards.

Guy Van den Eede has been involved for many years in providing technical support  

to the implementation of the EU policies on GMOs. He has a vast experience  

in international collaboration and capacity building. He was the chairman of WG3 

of ENTRANSFOOD, a European network on the safety assessment of genetically 

modified food crops. He was the chairman of the organising committee of the First 

Global Conference on GMO Analysis, held in June 2008.

On 1.04.2012 he was appointed Advisor for the Bio-Economy at DG JRC’s Headquarters  

and his portfolio consists of a large variety of life science-related files.

Nikiforos Sivenas, European Commission, DG Agriculture and Rural Development, 

Principal Adviser, ‘EU Agriculture – Global challenges and Policy responses’ 

Nikiforos Sivenas is the principal advisor for research and innovation in the Directorate- 

General for Agriculture and Rural Development of the European Commission. Before 

this position he was Director of International Affairs in DG AGRI with responsibilities 

covering the multilateral negotiations (DDA) and the relations with industrialised 

and ACP countries. During the period 2002 – 2008 he was Director of the Rural  

Development Policy and Quality Policy. In the 90s he played an active role  

in the 1992 reform of the CAP (McSharry reform) and served in the offices of the 

Commissioner for Agriculture and of the President of the European Commission.



Sergio Gomez Y Paloma, Joint Research Centre, Agriculture and Life Sciences  

in Economy Unit, Institute for Prospective Technological Studies, ‘EU island farming 

and the labelling of its products’

Sergio Gomez y Paloma, obtained a degree in Agricultural Sciences (1985, Napoli 

University) and a Master in Agribusiness (1986, Milano, Catholic University),  

a Master DAA in Agricultural Development (1988, Agro Paris Tech) and a PhD  

in Agricultural Economics (1990, Bologna University). From 1990 to 1996 he was  

a lecturer at Roskilde Universitetscenter, Department of Economics and Planning  

in Denmark, where he was co-director of the European Master ESST (Society,  

Science and Technology).

He was Advisor to the EU Economic and Social Committee on EU/Middle East  

Economic Cooperation, Brussels (1992-5). He was member of the Editorial Board  

of the Applied economics perspective and Policy Journal from 2011 to 2013.

In 1996 he joined the European Commission’s (EC) Joint Research Centre (JRC),  

in-house scientific advisory body of the EC, at the Institute for Prospective  

Technological Studies (IPTS) located in Seville-Spain. Since then, he has led a group 

of researchers providing policy support to policy makers in the fields of quantitative 

analysis related to agricultural economics and development.

Martijn Gipmans, Global Sustainability Manager, Plant Biotechnology,  

BASF-The Chemical Company, ‘Innovations for a more sustainable agriculture –  

an industry perspective’

Dr. Gipmans has a background in horticulture and graduated from Wageningen  

University. He obtained a PhD at the Max-Planck-Institute for Molecular Plant  

Physiology before joining BASF in 2001. At BASF he held several positions  

in agricultural biotechnology research for example, investigating the production  

of omega-3 fatty acids in plants. Since 2006 he has been working on agricultural  

policy-related topics and is now Global Sustainability Manager for BASF Plant Science.  

He is a co-developer of AgBalance, a methodology to comprehensively assess  

the performance of agricultural production systems. Since 2011 AgBalance  

has been applied, in cooperation with farmers and research institutions, in dozens  

of studies around the world to identify options to continuously improve  

the sustainability of farming.



Neil Hubbard, Joint Research Centre, Head of Monitoring Agricultural Resources 

Unit, Institute for Environment and Sustainability, ‘Precision agriculture – improving 

both productivity and sustainability’ 

After completing an MSc in Environmental Technology and a PhD in remote sensing,  

Neil Hubbard worked, for 13 years, in developing earth observation techniques  

in both small and large companies of the space sector. Since joining the European 

Commission in 1997, he has worked on several space projects including the initial 

stages of both Galileo and GMES. Later posts dealt with the European Research Area,  

chemicals legislation (REACH) and general management, before taking up his current 

appointment as head of the MARS (Monitoring Agricultural Resources) Unit in 2011. 

The JRC technically supports the implementation of the Integrated Administration 

and Control System (IACS) and compulsory environmental requirements in farming 

practices. A key task is the methodological guidance on the implementation  

of CAP reform known as ‘greening’, which is planned to begin 1st January 2015.

Neil Hubbard comes from a farming family in the UK.

Kostas Chartzoulakis, Scientific Collaborator, Institute of Olive Tree  

and Subtropical Plants of Chania, Greece, ‘Sustainable water management  

in agriculture under climate change’ 

Kostas Chartzoulakis is a senior researcher and the former Director of the Institute 

for Olive Tree and Subtropical Plants of Chania, Crete. His expertise is in the field  

of water requirements for crops, irrigation systems (design and application),  

soil-plant-water relationships (photosynthesis, stress physiology), use of marginal 

(saline and reclaimed) waters in irrigation and sustainable water resource  

management, in agriculture.

He is an active member of the International Society for Horticultural Science (ISHS) 

and the Greek Society of Horticultural Science (GSHS). He is the Chairman of the  

WG ‘Saline Water Management and Water Reuse’ of CMIR (Commission of Irrigation).

He has organized 3 international conferences (‘Irrigation of Horticultural Crops’,  

‘Photosynthesis in a changing world’ and ‘Οlive culture, Biotechnology and Quality  

of Olive Tree Products’) and one national conference (‘The agricultural production  

in the new European Environment’). He is the editor of ACTA HORTICULTURAE No 449 

(ISBN: 90 6605 869 2), the official journal ISHS and the 13th ACTA (ISBN 978 960 

88296 5 7) of Greek Society for Horticultural Science (GSHS) and the Proceedings  

of OLIVEBIOTEQ 2011 (ISBN 978 618 80367-2-7).

He has published more than 56 research papers in SCI international journals,  

about 160 papers in conference and workshops proceedings and 16 review papers  

and book chapters. He has participated in 32 competitive projects funded by national  

agencies, IOC and E.U. He is also a reviewer in international scientific journals  

and invited speaker in many national and international conferences and workshops.



Giovani Bidoglio, Joint Research Centre, Head of Water Resources Unit, Institute 

for Environment and Sustainability, ‘The water demand of agriculture: the challenge 

of intersectoral management’ 

Giovanni Bidoglio is Head of the Water Resources Unit at the Joint Research Centre  

of the European Commission where he provides science-based support to  

the implementation of EU Directives related to water resources and contributes  

to the integration of water resource- efficiency considerations in sectorial EU policy 

areas (agriculture, industry, energy, trade, environment, development cooperation). 

His research interests include the sustainable management of water resources, 

mapping of ecosystem services, modelling of bio- geochemical fate  

and hydrological processes of pollutants, environmental risk assessment  

and environmental monitoring.

Frank Dentener, Joint Research Centre, Monitoring Agricultural Resources Unit, 

Institute for Environment and Sustainability, ‘Climate change impacts on agriculture’

Frank Dentener has been working in the field of atmospheric pollution and climate 

change for 25 years. Frank completed a PhD in Physics with Nobel prize-laureate 

Paul Crutzen. He currently serves as secretary of the International Commission  

on Atmospheric Chemistry and Global Pollution. He has co-authored more than 150 

peer-reviewed publications and 3 IPCC reports. Since 2000 Frank has been working 

as a scientist at the Joint Research Centre. He is an expert in large scale modelling 

of atmospheric chemistry, the global nitrogen cycle, large-scale ozone changes and 

the co-benefit analysis of air pollution and climate mitigation options. Since 2010 

Frank is co-chair of the UNECE’s Task Force Hemispheric Transport Air Pollution, with 

the objective to identify and evaluate the benefits of mitigation strategies to reduce 

air pollution throughout the Northern Hemisphere. Having served as group leader 

and acting Unit head, he recently joined the Monitoring Agricultural Resources Unit, 

to develop a project on Agriculture and Climate interactions.

Email: frank.dentener@jrc.ec.europa.eu

Roberto Tuberosa, Professor, University of Bologna, ‘Genomics-assisted approaches  

for sustainable intensification of crops productivity’ 

Roberto Tuberosa, has a PhD in Plant Breeding from the University of Minnesota  

and is a Professor of Biotechnology Applied to Plant Breeding at the University  

of Bologna. His research focuses on the use of genomics to dissect the genetic 

basis of drought-adaptive traits in maize, durum wheat and barley. He collaborates 

with seed companies to clone QTLs controlling flowering time and root architecture 

in maize and disease resistance and yield in durum wheat. A Fellow of the Crop 

Science Society of America, he has organized 8 international congresses and is 

regularly invited to present at international congresses. He coordinates the Italian 



Technological Platform ‘Plants for the Future’ and is member of the Editorial Board 

of 8 international journals.

Emilio Rodriguez-Cerezo, Joint Research Centre, Agriculture and Life Sciences in 

the Economy, Institute for Prospective Technological Studies, ‘New plant breeding 

techniques’

Emilio Rodríguez-Cerezo obtained a degree in Agronomy (1983) and a PhD in Plant 

Pathology (1988) from Universidad Politécnica de Madrid, Spain. He started  

his career as a researcher on biotech-based plant resistance to viral diseases  

and molecular epidemiology of disease outbreaks in crop plants. In 1997, he became  

active in the interface between biotechnology and regulation after being elected 

member of the first European Union’s Scientific Committee for Plants (the embryo  

of what later became EFSA) in charge of risk assessment of GMOs.  In 2001,  

he joined the European Commission’s (EC) Joint Research Centre (JRC), the in-house 

scientific advisory body of the EC, at the Institute for Prospective Technological 

Studies (IPTS) located in Seville, Spain. Since then, he has led a group of researchers  

providing policy support to policy makers in the fields of new biotechnologies in 

agriculture, co-existence between GM and non-GM agricultural production, the social 

and economic impacts of biotech crops and the characterization of the EU bio-economy. 

Panagiotis Madesis, Researcher, Institute of Applied Biosciences, Centre  

for Research and Technology Hellas (CERTH), ‘Genomics and DNA Barcoding  

approaches in plant breeding, species identification, food authentication  

and adulteration traceability’

Dr. Panagiotis Madesis was born in Thessaloniki on 19.01.1971. He studied at the 

Faculty of Agriculture at the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki (AUTH). He pursued 

his graduate studies in the laboratory of Genetics and Plant Breeding in the Faculty 

of Agricultural Sciences, AUTH where he also did his doctoral dissertation.  

Additionally, during the last year of his doctoral thesis, he moved to the University 

of Manchester’s Laboratory of Plant Science and focused on the genetic  

manipulation of the chloroplast genome. During this period, he worked on a  

number of research programmes. Dr. Madesis has carried out his studies with the 

help of the Marie Curie Fellowship at the University of Manchester and the Greek 

State Institute Scholarship.  

In 2004, he was given a postdoctoral position at the Laboratory of Plant Science  

in the Faculty of Life Sciences at the University of Manchester. Since October 2008 

he has been a researcher in the Institute of Applied Biosciences (INAB; formerly,  

Institute of Agro biotechnology) of the National Centre for Research and Technology  

Hellas (CERTH). His scientific interests focus on plant breeding through conventional 

and biotechnological methods. Moreover, he utilizes novel methodologies like genetics  



and genomics and other ‘omics’ technologies. He is working on the development 

of higher yielding plants and plants with increased tolerance to biotic and abiotic 

stresses. He is very interested in developing plant systems for the production of 

high added value products in plants. In addition, Dr. Madesis is working on plant 

genotyping and biodiversity assessment through plant species identification, these 

studies have allowed him to develop a novel methodology for plant species  

identification including, the important designation of origin products (PDO) ‘Fava 

Santorinis’, Prespes beans or species identification in commercial products like Feta 

cheese and olive oil. In 2013 he was bestowed a distinction by the Ministry of Rural 

Development and the President of the Hellenic Republic, for this work. He teaches  

in the Master course at the Agricultural University of Athens. He has authored  

and co-authored more than 45 scientific papers and 4 book chapters, with a total of 

more than 220 citations. He has been invited as a keynote speaker to many national 

and international workshops and conferences. He is a member of the Marie Curie 

Fellows Association (MCFA), the Greek Society of Biological Sciences, the Geotechnical  

Chamber of Greece and the Greek Scientific Society of Plant Breeding, where from 

2012 he has served as a member of the Board. He also holds the position of treasurer  

for the Association of Researchers at CERTH.

Patrice This, National Institute for Agricultural Research (INRA), Montpellier, France 

Patrice This is Senior scientist in genetics and genomics and the Deputy Director  

of UMR Amélioration Génétique et Adaptation des Plantes (AGAP) in Montpellier,  

France. He graduated from the Institut National Agronomique Paris-Grignon in 1985  

with a Bachelors of Science in Plant Physiology and attended the Graduate Institute  

in Agricultural Sciences and Engineering. In 1992 he obtained a PhD in plant genetics  

at the University of Perpignan, France and in 2008 he was accredited to supervise 

PhDs at the University of Montpellier 2, France. He is a member of the scientific 

advisory board of IFV (Institut Français de la vigne et du Vin) and the scientific  

advisory board of CTPS (Comité technique Permanent de la Sélection). He is the 

Co-coordinator of UMT Géno-Vigne (http://www.vignevin.com/fileadmin/users/ifv/ 

actualites/ENTAV-INRA/PresentationGenoVigne.pdf) and the Coordinator of INRA 

Grape and Grape production expert group (https://www6.inra.fr/groupes-filieres/ 

Filieres-Vegetales/Groupe-vigne-et-produits-de-la-vigne). His research programme 

focuses on genetic diversity, the genetics of complex trait and breeding methodology,  

more specifically on grapes. 



Sotirios Tsaftaris, Unit Director, IMT Institute for Advanced Studies Lucca, Italy  

Professor Sotirios A. Tsaftaris received a Master of Science and PhD in Electrical 

and Computer Engineering from Northwestern University, Evanston, IL, in 2003 and 

2006, respectively. He also obtained a degree in Electrical and Computer Engineering  

from the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Thessaloniki, Greece, in 2000.

He is currently the Director of the Pattern Recognition and Image Analysis Unit  

and an Assistant Professor at IMT Institute for Advanced Studies in Lucca, Italy.  

Previously, he held a joint Research Assistant Professor appointment at Northwestern  

University with the Departments of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science  

and Radiology Feinberg School of Medicine. He maintains adjunct professor  

appointments with both departments and schools and is an affiliated member  

of the Image and Video Processing Laboratory (IVPL) at Northwestern University. 

His research interests lie in the intersection of image and signal processing with 

the natural and life sciences and include information technology for biomedicine 

and agriculture, image and video processing and analysis, data mining and pattern 

recognition, molecular computing, and image processing for cultural heritage. 

He has published extensively, with almost 100 journal and conference papers  

in his active record. His research has been (or is) financed by the National Institutes 

of Health, the US Department of Transportation, the EU (FP7) and several companies  

and non-profit organisations. He has served in many technical programme committees  

of international conferences and he actively reviews papers for several prestigious 

international journals. Most notably he is an Associate Editor for the IEEE Journal  

of Biomedical and Health Informatics.  He is also organizing a workshop on computer  

vision problems in plant phenotyping. 

His work has received several accolades, such as a Magna Cum Laude Award  

by the International Society for Magnetic Resonance in Medicine (ISMRM) in 2012, 

being a finalist for the Early Career Award, from the Society for Cardiovascular  

Magnetic Resonance (SCMR) in 2011, and has had his work appear in journal covers 

and attract significant media coverage. Professor Tsaftaris is a Marie Curie Fellow,  

a Murphy Fellow and a Fellow of the Alexander S. Onassis Public Benefit Foundation.

Filippos Aravanopoulos, Professor, University of Thessaloniki, Greece 

Filippos A. Aravanopoulos is Professor of Forest Genetics and Tree Breeding at the 

Aristotle University of Thessaloniki. His background couples Forest & Environmental 

Science (B.Sc.), as well as Plant Genetics & Breeding (Ph.D., postdoctoral research). 

He has studied in Greece, Canada and Sweden. He received his PhD from  

the University of Toronto, where he was supported by Canadian scholarships.  

His research has been funded by international agencies (such as the European  

Commission and the Bioenergy Agreement - International Energy Agency)  

and national organizations (such as the Natural Sciences and Engineering Research 

Council of Canada, the Greek General Secretariat of Research and Technology  



and the Greek Ministry of Education). Professor Aravanopoulos currently chairs the 

Scientific Council of the Hellenic Agricultural Organization in Greece. He is the leader 

of the Genetic Monitoring Group of the European Forest Genetic Resources Network 

(EUFORGEN), chair of the Hellenic Scientific Society for Plant Genetics & Breeding,  

a member of the International Union of Forest Research Organizations (IUFRO)  

and the European Forest Genomics Network. He also serves as a reviewer in over 

30 scientific journals, three of which he is a member of their editorial board. He has 

delivered about 30 lectures as an invited speaker at Universities and conferences 

in Canada, China, Germany, Greece, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden and Turkey. Professor 

Aravanopoulos has more than 150 publications, about half of which are papers  

in international journals and book chapters.

George Skaracis, Professor, Agricultural University of Athens, Greece 

Professor George N. Skaracis is currently Dean of the School of Agriculture,  

Engineering and Environmental Sciences of the Agricultural University of Athens 

(AUA). He earned his Master in Science in Cytogenetics-Chromosome Engineering 

and his PhD in Quantitative Genetics-Plant Breeding, both from Colorado State 

University, USA. He has worked as a Research Agronomist, at Hellenic Sugar Industry 

S.A.  (1976-1978), Associate Research Geneticist, USDA-ARS, Colorado Research 

Station, USA (1978-1982), Director of Plant Breeding & Biotechnology, Hellenic 

Sugar Industry S.A. (1987-2005),  Director of Strategic Planning & Development, 

Hellenic Sugar Industry S.A.(1999-2002).

Since June 2005, he is a Professor and the Head of the Laboratory of Plant Breeding  

& Biometry at AUA, teaching courses in Classical and Molecular Plant Breeding  

as well as Experimental Design and Biometry. He also teaches similar courses  

in several other local and foreign Universities. The scientific interests of his research 

group focus on the combined employment of quantitative genetics, ‘omic’ technologies  

and trangenesis to develop improved genetic material and cultivars of energy crops 

(sorghum, sunflower and oilseed rape) for biofuel production, cotton and sugar beet 

to ensure viable and sustainable local production, as well as on the evaluation,  

improvement and utilisation of several wild edible vegetables characterised  

by functional food properties. 



Dora Chimonidou, Director, Agriculture Research Institute, Cyprus

Dora Chimonidou received a Bachelor of Science in Agriculture from the Agricultural 

University of Athens, Greece in 1983 and a Master’s from ICAMAS, Italy in Irrigation 

1986. She received her PhD from the University of Reading, UK 1994.

She started her career in 1983 as a consultant and specialist for irrigation  

in the private sector. In 1989, she joined the ARI as an Agricultural Research Officer 

responsible for Floriculture. In 2007 she became the Head of the Vegetable  

and Ornamental Department and in 2008 Chief Agricultural Research Officer.  

Since 2009 she is the Director of ARI. She was the project leader of various  

experiments on ornamentals and also the leader in projects funded by RPF, FP5  

and FP6. She participated and organised scientific visits, conferences, workshops, 

seminars and meetings and a trainer on various topics of agriculture. She is member  

of several Commissions of FAO and ISHS as well as a member of the Board  

of Directors of the RPF. In addition, she is the representative of Cyprus in the standing  

Committee for Agricultural Research (SCAR, EC) and in the ‘Food, Agriculture and 

Fisheries and Biotechnology’ Committee (KBBE) of the FP7 and now in ‘Food Security,  

Sustainable Agriculture, Marine and Maritime Research and the Bio-economy  

& Biotechnology’ for Horizon 2020.



JRC Mission

As the Commission’s 
in-house science service, 
the Joint Research Centre’s 
mission is to provide EU 
policies with independent, 
evidence-based scientific 
and technical support  
throughout the whole 
policy cycle.

Working in close 
cooperation with policy 
Directorates-General,  
the JRC addresses key  
societal challenges while 
stimulating innovation 
through developing new 
methods, tools and  
standards, and sharing  
its know-how with  
the Member States,  
the scientific community 
and international partners.

Serving society 
Stimulating innovation 
Supporting legislation


