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Copa-Cogeca activities  and expertise 
on Bioeconomy 

Copa-Cogeca is a member of the:
- Bioeconomy panel
- Expert group on bio-based  products 

and 
- Associated member in the PPP on the Bio-based industries 

Copa –Cogeca participates actively in the discussions on the 
EIP on agricultural productivity and sustainability 
Copa-Cogeca organised two major workshops on 
bioeconomy:
- 2012: Improving the competitiveness of the bio-based 
industry value chains
- 2013:The role of farmers and forest holders in the bio-
based economy 
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Copa-Cogeca activities  and expertise 
on Bioeconomy 

Copa-Cogeca prepared a first memorandum in 2009 on 
“Renewable raw materials: contributions by agriculture and 
forestry to the bioeconomy”

Copa-Cogeca establishes a task force on bioeconomy – main 
objective:
- to prepare a position paper on bioeconomy
- to support Copa-Cogeca’s experts in the Bioeconomy Panel 
and other expert groups
- to come with proposals on how to better integrate the 
farmers, forest holders and their cooperatives in the 
initiatives on the bio-based economy 



Bioeconomy panelBioeconomy panel’’s role in the development and s role in the development and 
implementation of the Bioeconomy Observatory (1)implementation of the Bioeconomy Observatory (1)
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Bioeconomy panel – a newly formed  group of experts who 

provide advise to the Commission on the implementation of 

the Bioeconomy strategy (first meeting 17 September 2013)

The members of the Panel highlighted in the first meeting:

- the need for reliable sources of data

- the importance of availability of resources at national 

and EU level for the support of the Observatory



Bioeconomy panelBioeconomy panel’’s role in the development and s role in the development and 
implementation of the Bioeconomy Observatory  (2)implementation of the Bioeconomy Observatory  (2)
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Creation of a thematic working group on Bioeconomy 

Observatory within the Bioeconomy panel that could 

contribute to: 

- the drafting of a detailed questionnaire  to analyze the

current situation regarding data availability

- the work on the methodological modules to monitor EU 

bioeconomy and on the activities that should be covered 

- the evaluation of the results and proposal of 

recommendations 



CopaCopa--CogecaCogeca’’s expectations and recommendations s expectations and recommendations 
regarding the Bioeconomy Observatory (1)regarding the Bioeconomy Observatory (1)
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Some questions:

- at which level the observation will be made: national, 

regional, company level, sector, value chain, product

- how the inter-relations will be assured

- what is the link between the methodological parts and   

modules 



CopaCopa--CogecaCogeca’’s expectations and recommendations s expectations and recommendations 
regarding the Bioeconomy Observatory (1)regarding the Bioeconomy Observatory (1)
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Expectations/recommendations  (based on the five modules in the JRC study)

1. Socio-economic aspects
- the need for information on job and growth creation in rural 

areas 
- focus on the production of the biomass used/needed for the 

bioeconomy  and the added-values products 

2.  Environmental sustainability assessment 
- look into sustainable forest management and cross-

compliance rules  as they ensure that biomass from 
agriculture and forests are produced sustainably 

- resource efficiency needs to be addressed as a key element
- no need to design additional minimum sustainability criteria

for biomass  production and mobilisation 



CopaCopa--CogecaCogeca’’s expectations and recommendations s expectations and recommendations 
regarding the Bioeconomy Observatory (2)regarding the Bioeconomy Observatory (2)
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3.  Forward-looking analyses 
- studies on R&D using bottom-up approach (user-oriented)
- policy focused  – identification of tools

to enhance the production/use of bio-based products
to have better access to market

4.  Market development
- analyses of the price for by-products and co-products
- monitoring the development of new value added products 

and their evolution on the market
5.  Policy - stakeholder networking 

- monitoring and evaluation the EU and national policies that 
could have an impact on bioeconomy

- focus also on administrative burden and provisions that 
could hamper the development of the bioeconomy 



Cooperation/synergies between CopaCooperation/synergies between Copa--Cogeca  and Cogeca  and 
Bioeconomy ObservatoryBioeconomy Observatory
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Copa-Cogeca could send a questionnaire to its members to ask 
questions  focused on the three pillars of the Observatory 

A yearly request on a specific set of information could be send 
to our members on various aspects of bioeconomy:

- supply of renewable biological resources 
- involvement in projects at national, regional or local level

on bioeconomy
Contribute actively to the drafting of the indicators to be used

to analyse the data collected via the Observatory 
Promote the usefulness of the tool and disseminate the result 

to our members 



Concluding remarksConcluding remarks

Bioeconomy observatory – a flexible tool adapted to the 
market development 

The use of existing information systems and their 
improvement where necessary are crucial

The development of the right indicators and well adapted 
data collection are essential for reliable results

Stakeholders  and Member States involvement are keys for 
a successful Bioeconomy Observatory
Therefore it should be made very clear since the 
preparatory phase what are their roles in the process

Multi-dimension and cross-sector nature have to be 
acknowledged

10


