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Welcoming Speech 
 

Dear Presidents, Excellencies,  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

1. It is a great pleasure for me to be here in Rome to open the third plenary 

meeting of the European TTO CIRCLE devoted to “Internationalisation 

of Knowledge Transfer”. This is a very relevant issue in today's context 

where we must increase the capacity of Europe to innovate and further 

promote research and technology collaboration with our main 

international partners. 

2. Research and Innovation are central to overcome the current economic 

crisis in Europe, where raw materials are ever-more scarce and production 

costs are high. We have to build our economy largely on our intelligence, 

skills and know-how. Innovation is also a driver for job creation in 

particular for the young generation. Youth unemployment is of particular 

concern in Europe today. It has risen to more than 5 million, representing 

20 % of the young people on the labour market, and is above 25 % in 10 

Member States.  

3. Today we will address the internationalisation of knowledge transfer, 

and I am particularly pleased to welcome representatives from US, Brazil, 

and Asia.  

4. Studies show that there is a correlation between the capacity of a country 

or of a region to innovate and the internationalisation of the transfer of 

knowledge. Industries from innovative countries show a propensity for 

international commercialisation of their products and services, and at the 

same time, this international presence enhances the capacity of these 



industries to further innovate. In today’s globalized world, Europe has to 

build on this virtuous effect and has to embrace internationalisation of 

knowledge transfer as an opportunity to become more innovative. 

5. Therefore, I look forward to the recommendations of the panel discussion 

this afternoon, in particular regarding the measures needed to reduce the 

barriers to research and technology collaboration and to promote joint 

exploitation of research results. Innovation is not a zero-sum game, it is an 

area where synergies and cooperation can contribute to economic progress 

and societal solidarity. 

6. The capacity of Europe to innovate and keep its competitive edge also 

depends on increasing investments in Research & Development. The 

European Council has set the target of 3% of the EU's GDP (public and 

private combined) invested in R&D and innovation by 2020. Investing 

more on R&D also means finding mechanisms to transfer European 

research results more effectively to the market. Europe has a strong 

science base, but its ability to transform research into new innovations 

targeted to the market must be improved. 

7. The European Council of 1st and 2nd March 2012 has welcomed the 

Commission's intention to complete the European Research Area by 

2014. This ambitious objective, first introduced by the Lisbon Treaty, 

aims at removing obstacles to perform research, at reducing the 

fragmentation of research, and at avoiding costly duplication of research 

activities, by closely aligning and mutually reinforcing EU, national and 

regional research and innovation policies and programmes.  

8. The European Council reaffirmed the importance of keeping research and 

innovation at the heart of the Europe 2020 Strategy. The Council called 

on the European Commission to further strengthen its current activities in 



the field of innovation policy. In this context, the Commission is working 

on: 

a. developing an Intellectual Property Rights valorisation instrument 

at the European level, following the conclusions of recent studies 

undertaken by Commission services; 

b. bringing forward the European unitary patent package, proposed by 

the Commission and now in the Council and the Parliament for co-

decision; 

c. establishing an effective European venture capital regime, in 

cooperation with the European Investment Bank and; 

d. promoting the use of pre-commercial public procurement to support 

innovative and high-tech businesses, one of the new features of the 

future framework programme Horizon 2020.  

9. In this perspective, I am pleased that Mr Strohmeier, Deputy Director-

General of DG Research and Innovation, and Mr. Peltomäki, Deputy 

Director-General of DG Entreprise and Industry, have accepted our 

invitation to brief us today on the activities of their respective Directorates 

General in these matters, and I am looking forward to their interventions 

later this morning. 

10. In line with the recommendations of the Council and the objectives set by 

the Europe 2020 Strategy, the Joint Research Centre, as the in-house 

science service of the European Commission in charge of providing 

scientific support for the conception, development and monitoring of 

European policies, contributes to a number of priority areas related to 

research and innovation in key sectors for economic growth, including 

environment and climate change; energy and transport; agriculture and 

food security; health and consumer protection; information society and 



digital agenda; safety and security, including nuclear; all supported 

through a cross-cutting and multi-disciplinary approach. Its particular 

position as a Commission service, combined with its scientific and 

technical expertise and political impartiality, allows the JRC to support 

EU policy-makers and to facilitate consensus-building between 

stakeholders. 

11. In this context, the Joint Research Centre acted as a catalyst for the 

creation of a European network of Technology Transfer Offices, the 

TTO CIRCLE, which brings together the technology transfer offices of 

25 public research organisations among the largest in Europe. Public 

Research Organisations are important actors of innovation in Europe and 

account for almost 40% of the public research expenditure. 

12. The European TTO CIRCLE contributes to strengthening Europe's ability 

to create innovative products and services. In doing so, it responds 

directly to a specific commitment of the Innovation Union Flagship 

Initiative concerning technology transfer, and it also represents a concrete 

action towards the completion of the European Research Area. 

13. The vision of the European TTO CIRCLE is to bring together Europe’s 

leading Public Research Organisations for achieving better and more 

inter-linked transfer of technologies and make the most of Europe’s public 

research spending. It will unite the major European Public Research 

Organisations to address the challenges related to the transfer of research 

results to the market. Moreover, it will serve as an important relay 

mechanism between the policy makers and practitioners of technology 

transfer, with the view to contribute to the success of the Europe 2020 

Strategy. 

14. I am please to welcome today the partners of the European TTO 

CIRCLE, which together represent the technology transfer office for 

more than 120.000 researchers and support staff. Tomorrow, you will be 



discussing the Work Programme of the network at the premises of CNR. I 

understand that these discussions will be devoted to improving the 

conditions for transferring research results to the market and will in 

particular address actions aiming at: 

a. Increasing the use of the intellectual assets like patents and 

software between the members of the TTO CIRCLE and by the 

market; 

b. Investigating the feasibility of setting up a European fund for 

financing proof-of-concept projects and for the creation of high-

tech start-up companies;  

c. Developing an entrepreneurial culture, in particular within the 

young research staff of the Public Research Organisations; 

d. Strengthening the capacities of technology transfer offices and 

fostering mobility and exchange of staff. 

15. I am convinced that the European TTO CIRCLE will contribute to 

making Europe the leading innovative economy worldwide, and I hope 

your discussions this afternoon and tomorrow will be most fruitful. 

16. I thank you for your attention. 
 


