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INTRODUCTION 
 
Dear members of the European TTO CIRCLE, ladies and 
gentlemen. 
 
I am happy to be with you in this beautiful city to talk about 
innovation and knowledge transfer. This is a topic which is 
high on the agenda in the European Commission. 

 
Europe is currently facing a severe economic crisis and we 
are also faced with numerous grand societal challenges.  
 
The European Council concluded on 1-2 March of this year 
that we must focus on creating the best possible environment 
for entrepreneurs to commercialise their ideas and create 
jobs. To do so we must ensure that demand-led innovation is 
THE main driver of Europe's research and development policy. 
 
Our future standard of living depends on our ability to drive 
innovation in products, services, business, social processes and 
models. 
 
This is why innovation is put at the heart of Europe's 2020 
strategy, off which the 2010 Innovation Union 
Communication is an integral part. Rudolph Strohmeier will be 
focusing on some of DG Research and Development's actions 
with respect to the Innovation Union. I will therefore go into 
some of DG Enterprise and Industry's actions in this respect. I 
hope this sends a strong signal that innovation is a key tool to 
bring Europe out of the crisis and that both DGs work well 
together on this issue.  
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THE ECONOMICAL CONTEXT 
 
Before getting to the Commission's actions to support 
innovation, let us have a look at Europe's innovation 
performance today. Every year my services collect and 
analyse relevant data on the innovation performance in Europe 
– resulting in the Innovation Union Scoreboard. 
 
The key message from the Scoreboard this year is that almost 
all Member States are improving their innovation 
performance. However, this growth is not fast enough to 
close the gap with the global innovation leaders, the US and 
Japan. It is actually slowing down under the impact of the crisis. 
 
This year’s results are a clear warning that more efforts to boost 
innovation are needed. If we want to close the gap with our 
main economic partners and to overcome the current crisis, 
innovation deserves all our attention. 
 
 
OUR POLICIES TO SUPPORT INNOVATION 

 
The Commission has three main priorities to boost innovation 
in Europe. 
 

1. Firstly, we need to develop a well-functioning EU Single 
market for innovation that can attract a new generation of 
high-tech manufacturing and services, and high-paying 
jobs in Europe. 

 
2. Secondly, Europe has a great tradition in investing public 

and private money in research and innovation, in the 
form of grants, loans and tax incentives. This must 
continue. 

 
3. Thirdly, public policy should shift up a gear to embrace 

innovation-friendly market conditions that incentivise 
demand for innovations. 
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With these headline priorities in mind, I will now present five 
concrete actions that DG Enterprise and Industry is carrying 
out. 

 
INNOVATIVE PUBLIC PROCUREMENT 
 
1. First, a central commitment in the Innovation Union is to 
increase the use of Innovative Public Procurement to create 
a strong market for innovation in Europe. Innovation improves 
the efficiency and quality of public services. 
 
With a better use of public purchase there is a huge potential to 
bring new innovations to the market. 
 
To respond to this, DG Enterprise and Industry launched a new 
call under the Competitiveness and Innovation programme last 
year of €15 million, to support networks of innovative public 
procurers. We have now granted eight of these networks and 
their kick-off meetings are currently taking place around Europe. 
 
These networks will focus on solutions contributing to the 
societal challenges Europe is faced with. 
 
STANDARDISATION 
 
Secondly, in June last year we put forward the proposal for a 
Standardisation Package, which is currently under discussion 
in the Council and the Parliament. The discussions with the co-
legislators are now entering their final phase. 
 
With this measure we enhance our cooperation with 
standardisation organisations in Europe so that their standards 
will be available more rapidly. I am convinced that a dynamic 
European standardisation system is essential to spur quality 
and innovation and to strengthen Europe’s role as a global 
economic player. Moreover, standards allow us all to have the 
best quality and sustainable products for a lower price. 



 5

 
 
PUBLIC SECTOR INNOVATION 
 
Thirdly, I am convinced that innovation in public administration 
and services plays a key role to ensure growth in a time of 
fiscal consolidation. This helps, not least in strengthening the 
competitiveness of European business and facilitates the start-
up of new European companies. 
 
But to take full advantage of this, we need more data and 
appropriate knowledge to fully exploit the potential of the 
public sector. This is why my services, as an Innovation Union 
commitment, have been piloting work on public sector 
innovation since 2010.  
 
Results from recent analytical studies show that among public 
organisations surveyed: 

• 63% reported that innovation in their service simplified 
administration, 

• in 61% of the cases it resulted in faster delivery of 
services,  

• 51% of public administrations confirmed cost reduction 
resulting from introducing innovations  

 
Based on our current work we will publish a pilot European 
Public Sector Innovation Scoreboard in October. This new 
tool will allow us to better understand the patterns and drivers 
of public sector innovation and learn from each other. 
 
Only an innovative public sector will be able to fully exploit 
demand-side policies such as public procurement for 
innovation, standardisation and better regulation.  
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ENABLING INNOVATION IN COMPANIES 
 
Fourth, we cannot count only on public sector innovation and 
public spending. To rebuild confidence, to stimulate growth and 
generate jobs, the private sector needs to step up a gear. 
 
Industry and entrepreneurs play a key role as drivers of 
innovation and we need to enable innovation in companies. 
 
The European Commission has launched several actions in the 
framework of the Innovation Union Communication to create 
tools that will help European companies in becoming more 
innovative and to bring their products to the market. I will 
mention just a few: 

 
• The IMP³rove European Innovation Managemnt 

Academy has trained more than 500 innovation 
management consultants in more than 30 countries. It 
offers SMEs the possibility to benchmark their 
innovation management performance against 
international competitors. 
 

• We are developing measures to stimulate workplace 
innovation and improve both working conditions and 
productivity; 

 
• On 30 May we will host a workshop in Brussels 

bringing together a group of 40-50 leaders in 
workplace innovation from across Europe to explore 
concrete ways to stimulate workplace innovations in 
industries;  
 

• The capability of the European industry to compete 
and innovate is increasingly dependent on the 
innovative and efficient use of ICT; 
 



 7

• Good progress has been made in the implementation 
of the Commission's Communication on "e-Skills for 
the 21st Century"; 
 

• Many companies develop their innovations, new 
business models and services driven by users or 
suppliers. We are currently working on the untapped 
strategic role and value of design in innovation 
processes for Europe.  
 
o As a part of the European Design Innovation 

Initiative, we have recently awarded four 
projects for an amount of 3 million € aiming at 
raising the potential of design-driven 
innovation; 

o Later this year, the experts of the European 
Design Leadership Board will provide policy 
recommendations to the Commission on how 
to enhance the role of design in innovation 
policies. I believe these recommendations will 
prove useful for the TTOs users; 

 
• In December 2011 the Commission established the 

European Creative Industries Alliance as had been 
planned. The aim of this policy initiative is to develop 
better business and innovation support for creative 
industries and to promote spill-overs in the wider 
economy; 
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Looking into the future, the proposals for the European 
programmes for the period between 2014 and 2020 have some 
new features: 
 

• To address the challenges of European firms at large 
and provide them with a better business environment, 
the Commission, last year, presented its COSME 
proposal – a new programme for competitiveness of 
enterprises, in particular of SMEs. COSME will in 
particular support SMEs' internationalisation activities 
and help develop new value chains in industries that 
in industries that are typically not research intensive. 
 

• The proposal for the Horizon 2020 framework 
programme for research, development and innovation 
will take a new approach to the support of SME 
innovation. It will support more demonstration and 
market replication projects by an "SME instrument". 
Excellence of business plans and market potential 
shall be the major evaluation criteria for the proposal 
brought forward exclusively by SMEs. The Horizon 
2020 proposal makes a commitment to spend more 
than 6.5bn€ on SME innovation. 

 
KNOWLEDGE TRANSFER 
 
Lastly, allow me to come to the activities of DG Enterprise and 
Industry in the field of valorisation of patents and in 
technology transfer. 
 
There is an on-going reflection among Commission services on 
whether the EU should take action and propose initiatives to 
help translate existing patents into commercialised products.  
This is the issue of suboptimal use of research results and 
of "sleeping patents". 
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We have identified four major problems which particularly 
affect SMEs: 

- The lack of accessible information on unused patents; 
- The current high transaction costs for exchanging 

patents; 
- The low awareness of patents as business 

opportunities; 
- The difficult access to funding for commercialising 

existing patents. 
 
Following the Innovation Union, the Council gave a mandate to 
the Commission to look into this issue. In 2011 we carried out a 
study and set up an expert group on the topic. We are now 
preparing a Commission Staff Working Document that will, 
inter alia, outline possible future actions. This document will aim 
at suggesting specific actions to tackle the problems identified, 
to allow SMEs in particular to have access to the stock of 
unused patents in Europe. This Staff Working Document is 
foreseen for adoption in the first half of this year.  
 
My DG is also active in providing tailor made IP information to 
participants in the Framework Programme for Research and 
Development and on the Competitiveness and Innovation 
Programme via the European IPR helpdesk, which I think 
many of you are well aware of. 
 
In conclusion, I would like to mention also the valuable work 
related to technology transfer done by the Enterprise Europe 
Network, gathering nearly 600 partner organisations organised 
in over 100 consortia and employing a total of nearly 3.000 
experienced staff, active in 48 countries. 
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The Network provides advanced technology transfer services, 
supports trans-national technology cooperation and delivers 
brokerage services to SMEs for access to knowledge. The 
Enterprise Europe Network is managing a matching database 
with over 12,000 active technology profiles, as well as a bulletin 
where they are disseminating technology offers and requests to 
European companies. 
 
I encourage all of you to enhance cooperation with you local 
Enterprise Europe Network. 
 
Your role is essential to help European innovations and 
research results reach the market and I hope we will continue 
our close collaboration also in the future. 
 
Thank you for your attention. 
 


