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We have to be successful all along the innovation chain 
from fundamental research to innovation.

Some weeks ago I had the pleasure to participate in the 
celebration of the fifth anniversary of the European 
Research Council (ERC). 

I was extremely impressed by the academic excellence 
that was presented there, but also by the truly 
successful work of the ERC under the 7th Framework 
Program. 



The interim evaluation of the 7th Framework Program 
has shown that other instruments of European research 
funding as well have been extremely successful.

The truth is that we are obliged to be excellent in all 
fields of research and innovation, particularly in those 
which are needed to tackle the major social challenges 
of the future as well as in the key industrial technologies, 
which are crucial to our global competitiveness. 

Moreover, we should not undervalue the strong 
connections among the energy and the industrial 
technologies, which have to be deemed as fundamental 
fields for our competitiveness at global level. 



We do not only need excellent science, we also need the 
people who transform scientific results into marketable 
products and services. 

At the same time we need an appropriate environment, 
boosted policies and adequate funding tools to achieve 
this goal. 

In many cases it seems to be a lack of venture capital 
that prevents scientific results and good ideas to 
become a market success. 

I hope we can make a contribution to solve this problem 
also with the new research program HORIZON2020. 



However, there are also cases where the potential of 
scientific discoveries is simply ignored (Prof. Peter 
Grünberg, Nobel Laureate in 2007, tried for months to 
convince European industries of the impact of his 
discovery, the Giant Magneto Resistance (GMR). 

We all know the sad end of the story: the MP3 player – 
originally projected by Grünbergs - was patented in the 
USA). 

The EP has prepared itself carefully for this important 
discussion: we have had a report on the simplification of 
the funding procedures, a report on the interim 
evaluation of the 7th Framework Program and a report 
on the Green Paper for the new Program, now called 
Horizon 2020.



Therefore, it is so important that you – the great 
European research centers – discuss strategies how to 
better bridge the gap between research and innovation 
and that you exchange your experiences among you on 
a European level. 

At the moment we discuss HORIZON 2020 at the ITRE 
Committee of the EP. The main parts of the “Horizon 
2020” package are subject to the co-decision procedure. 
The European Parliament and the Council will negotiate 
the program and in the end decide together. 



The EP has prepared itself carefully for this important 
discussion: we have had a report on the simplification of 
the funding procedures, a report on the interim 
evaluation of the 7th Framework Program and a report 
on the Green Paper for the new Program, now called 
Horizon 2020. 

Now we discuss Horizon 2020 on the basis of the draft of 
the Commission, and we had a full day’s hearing on 20 
March on that. 

We plan to conclude our internal debate within ITRE in 
autumn. 

Of course any advice from your side, on how to improve 
technology transfer, would be extremely welcome. 



Our negotiations with Council will start probably at the 
beginning of 2013 and will hopefully be finished by 
middle of 2013 or at least just in time for the new 
program to start at the beginning of 2014. 

So far, the European Parliament has always tried to 
address all the needs and the concerns of the research 
world. 

The ITRE Committee, but also the whole Parliament, 
have declared already last year that doubling the budget 
for R&I would contribute in an ideal way to sustainable 
growth. 

In some cases it would be preferable to reduce the re- 
modulate funds for agriculture than our investment in 
Europe´s future, which is research and innovation. 



The European Parliament is also convinced that we 
should create a concrete link in terms of political 
priorities and also in terms of activities which have to be 
implemented by structural and cohesion funds. 

These territorial funds should be aligned with the targets 
identified by sector politics in EU areas of competence 
such as research and innovation.  

We should create a mechanism which through enhance 
the innovation, that has been ignored so far. This can be 
achieved by ensuring a strategic connection among 
European and regional politics.



We have already some concrete ideas that we are 
developing in the discussion on Horizon 2020 with the 
ITRE Committee. 

Among these, it is extremely important to balance the 
priorities provided in the program. This process should 
allow to transform scientific results into marketable 
services and products. 

We should also strengthen the coordination between the 
cohesion regions and create a high-class research 
institution to implement their competencies. By the way, 
many issues have to be decided in the structural funds 
definition debate.



I want to conclude by inviting everyone to a close 
collaboration. 

Not only in Horizon 2020, where the commitment of all is 
already at top levels, but also to ensure that innovation 
will have the appropriate role in our policies for 
research, development and growth. 

Only in this way we can compete globally and create the 
real added value that innovation has and that we expect 
for our economy, our growth and our jobs.

Thank you and I wish you nice discussion!
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