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DIGITALEUROPE comments on patent transparency in
standardisation

Brussels, 13 February 2015

DIGITALEUROPE thanks the European Commission for the opportunity to send comments in response to the
public consultation on patents and standards®. DIGITALEUROPE has decided to focus its response on the issue on
patent transparency in standardisation, which corresponds to questions 3.1.1 to questions 3.5.2 in section 3 of
the consultation?.

DIGITALEUROPE members participate regularly to standardisation activities in Europe or in other jurisdictions and
have thus first-hand experience with the IP policies of a wide variety of standard development organisations
(SDOs). Generally, SDOs include obligations relating to patent disclosure, to licensing declarations, or to both.

The patent disclosure obligations vary from one SDO to another, and may be limited to situations when a member
is participating in a specific standardisation working group or technical committee activity. Furthermore
disclosure of patents or scope of that disclosure may depend on the actual knowledge of a participant and/or on
the availability of the patent holder’s FRAND licensing commitment with regard to the patent in question.

As a consequence of this diversity, DIGITALEUROPE believes that any recommendations regarding disclosure
obligations relating to patent transparency in standardisation be assessed within each relevant SDO to correctly
take into account the unique needs of the SDO, its members and the particular sector they operate in.
Furthermore DIGITALEUROPE recommends to assess the merits of any transparency mechanisms in light of how
the information provided will be used in practice and whether the benefits of the mechanism outweighs the
related costs.

DIGITALEUROPE and its members remain committed to cooperate and contribute on these important topics of
patents and standardisation. At this point in time DIGITALEUROPE refrains from responding to other topics than
those addressed in questions 3.1.1 to 3.5.2 in section 3 of the consultation. This fact however does not represent
a view that such topics are less important for DIGITALEUROPE members. DIGITALEUROPE members might
respond to any topic of the consultation.

For more information please contact:
Klaus-Dieter Axt, DIGITALEUROPE’s Director Technical and Regulatory Affairs
+32 2 609 53 22 or klaus-dieter.axt@digitaleurope.org

1http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/industrial-competitiveness/industrial-policy/intellectual-property-rights/patents-
standards/public-consultation/index _en.htm
2 http://ec.europa.eu/DocsRoom/documents/7129/attachments/1/translations/en/renditions/native
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ABOUT DIGITALEUROPE

DIGITALEUROPE represents the digital technology industry in Europe. Our members include some of the world's largest IT,
telecoms and consumer electronics companies and national associations from every part of Europe. DIGITALEUROPE wants
European businesses and citizens to benefit fully from digital technologies and for Europe to grow, attract and sustain the
world's best digital technology companies.

DIGITALEUROPE ensures industry participation in the development and implementation of EU policies. DIGITALEUROPE's
members include 58 corporate members and 37 national trade associations from across Europe. Our website provides
further information on our recent news and activities: http://www.digitaleurope.org

DIGITALEUROPE MEMBERSHIP

Corporate Members

Alcatel-Lucent, AMD, Apple, BlackBerry, Bose, Brother, CA Technologies, Canon, Cassidian, Cisco, Dell, Epson, Ericsson,
Fujitsu, Google, Hitachi, Hewlett Packard, Huawei, IBM, Ingram Micro, Intel, iQor, JVC Kenwood Group, Konica Minolta,
Kyocera, Lenovo, Lexmark, LG Electronics, Loewe, Microsoft, Mitsubishi Electric Europe, Motorola Mobility, Motorola
Solutions, NEC, Nokia, Nvidia Ltd., Océ, Oki, Oracle, Panasonic Europe, Philips, Pioneer, Qualcomm, Ricoh Europe PLC,
Samsung, SAP, Schneider Electric IT Corporation, Sharp Electronics, Siemens, Sony, Swatch Group, Technicolor, Texas
Instruments, Toshiba, TP Vision, Western Digital, Xerox, ZTE Corporation.

National Trade Associations

Belarus: INFOPARK Greece: SEPE Slovakia: ITAS
Belgium: AGORIA Hungary: IVSZ Slovenia: GZS
Bulgaria: BAIT Ireland: ICT IRELAND Spain: AMETIC

Cyprus: CITEA
Denmark: DI ITEK, IT-BRANCHEN

Italy: ANITEC
Lithuania: INFOBALT

Sweden: Foreningen
Teknikforetagen,

Estonia: ITL

Finland: FTTI

France: AFDEL, Force Numérique,
SIMAVELEC

Germany: BITKOM, ZVEI
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Netherlands: Nederland ICT, FIAR
Norway: IKT NORGE

Poland: KIGEIT, PIIT

Portugal: AGEFE

Romania: ANIS, APDETIC
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IT&Telekomféretagen
Switzerland: SWICO

Turkey: ECID, TESID, TUBISAD
Ukraine: IT UKRAINE

United Kingdom: techUK
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