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Catherine Magnant, DG EAC, began the session with an easy quiz for the auditorium. Can 

cultural heritage be dance? Can it be art? Are traditional skills also cultural heritage? Cultural 

heritage shapes our identities and everyday lives. It surrounds us in Europe's towns and cities, 

natural landscapes and archaeological sites. It is not only found in literature, art and objects, 

but also in the crafts we learn from our ancestors, the stories we tell to our children, the food 

we enjoy in company and the films we watch and recognise ourselves in. 

 

Cultural heritage has a universal value for us as individuals, communities and societies. It is 

important to preserve and pass on to future generations. You may think of heritage as being 

‘from the past’ or static, but it actually evolves though our engagement with it. Cultural 

heritage can be all, it comes in many shapes and forms: tangible – for example buildings, 

monuments, artefacts; intangible – practices, representations, skills - and the associated 

instruments - this includes language and oral traditions, performing arts, social practices and 

traditional craftsmanship; natural – landscapes, flora and fauna and digital – resources that 

were created in digital form (for example digital art or animation) or that have been digitalised 

as a way to preserve them.  

 

Why a year of cultural heritage? 

We will celebrate our diverse cultural heritage across Europe - at EU, national, regional and 

local level. The aim of the European Year of Cultural Heritage is to encourage more people to 

discover and engage with Europe's cultural heritage, and to reinforce a sense of belonging to a 

common European space.  

 

Where, for whom?  

It will take place all around Europe and at the EU delegations around the world. European 

Year of Cultural Heritage is aimed at a wider public as well as children (age 10-15) and young 

people (age 15-25). 

 

 



What is happening? 

Everyone is invited to join the thousands of activities taking place across Europe to involve  

people more closely in cultural heritage. Key Stakeholders from the cultural sector and civil 

society organisations are closely involved in the year’s activities. At a  European level, all EU 

institutions are committed to making the year a success. The European Commission, the 

European Parliament and the Council of the European Union, as well as the Committee of the 

Regions and the European Economic and Social Committee will organise events to celebrate 

the year and launch activities focusing on cultural heritage. In addition, the EU will fund 

projects supporting cultural heritage. The European Commission, in collaboration with the 

Council of Europe, UNESCO, and other partners, will be running ten long-term impact 

projects. These will include activities with schools, research on innovative solutions for re-

using heritage buildings or the fight against illicit trafficking of cultural goods. The objective 

is to help trigger real change in the way we enjoy, protect and promote heritage, making sure 

that the European Year benefits citizens in the longer term. 

 

Selected questions from Q&A session 

 

Q1. Will be some events happening in Brussels or only in other countries?  

Many events will also take place in Brussels. One of the major events is EU Open Day 2018, 

which will take place on 5 May. The European Youth Event, a unique opportunity for young 

Europeans to make their voices heard, will take place in Strasbourg on 1 and 2 June 2018.  

Q2. Could European cultural heritage focus on objectifying culture and where could this 

process lead? 

There is a risk in such a way. Because of certain constrains, this might result in reinforcing 

stereotypes, but that is a communication issue not a policy issue. We can conclude that 

cultural heritage is not defined rigidly. 

Q3. Does European Cultural Heritage mean only member states or also non-EU states? 

Our scope is not only EU member states, it is European Cultural Heritage, therefore we do not 

stop at the borders of European Union. The EU is funding projects also in developing 

countries to protect and preserve cultural heritage.  

Q4. What does the European Union do to protect the culture of minorities? 

Cultural heritage is always a mosaic and very complex issue, which starts at local level. EU 

focusses its funding on many projects on local level to enhance and protect minorities'  

culture. 


