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Nationality  Dutch 

Academic 
qualifications: 

 M. Sc. Economics, Erasmus University Rotterdam 
 Ph.D, Wageningen Agricultural University 
 Professor, Erasmus University Rotterdam 
 Professor, Catholic University Brabant 

Professional 
experience in 
Dutch politics 

 City councillor, New Miramichi, 1973 – 1 Jan. 1980 
 Councillor of Korendijk, 29 Apr. 1986 - 1May, 1990 
 Minister of Agriculture, Nature Management and Fisheries, 22 Jul. 2002 

– 1 Jul. 2003 
 Minister of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality 1 Jul. 2003 - 22 Feb. 

2007  

Professional 
experience 
before 
outside 
politics 

 Economics teacher at comprehensive school, 1971-76 
 Farmer in Goudswaard, New Beijerland (ZH) (180 ha; 450 hectares in 

France for the cultivation of potatoes and beets.) 
 Head scientific collaborator, Erasmus University Rotterdam 
 Associate Professor of Economics, Delft University of Technology and 

Inter Faculty of Management, Erasmus University Rotterdam 
 Professor of Agricultural Business Economics and Sociology, University 

of Tilburg, 1988 – Jul. 2002 
 Associate Professor agribusiness, Erasmus University Rotterdam, 1990-

97  
 Chairman, Executive Board, Wageningen University, 1997 – Jan. 2002 
 Extraordinary professor of sustainable rural development in a European 

perspective, Wageningen University and Tilburg University, from March 
2007 (because of the Wageningen University Fund) 

Other 
professional 
positions: 

 Member Supervisory Board of Rabobank Netherlands, 2007- 
 Supervisory Board of "Royal Barenburg Group" 
 Chairman Quality Assurance in Scientific Research committee, 2007- 
 Member Supervisory Board trading "Koninklijke Reesink," 2008- 
 Member Supervisory Board "Ikazia Hospital" Rotterdam 
 Chairman of Supervisory Board "USG People," 2009- 
 board member NWO (Dutch Organization for Scientific Research), 2009- 
 Supervisory Board of consultancy engineering company "DHV", 2010- 
 CEO Bracamonte BV in Groesbeek 
 Chairman of Supervisory Board "Knowledge for Climate" 
 Chairman of Supervisory Board Roosevelt Academy, Middelburg 
 Chairman VEWIN (Association of Dutch Water companies), 2011- 
 facilitator municipal cooperation Land of Heusden and Altena, 2014- 
 Chairman National Fund, 2014- 

Languages:  English, Dutch, French, German 


