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Members of the Task Force Maritime Employment and Competitiveness 
 
 

 
Chair: Sir Robert Coleman, former Director General of Transport in the European 
Commission 

 
 
Seafarers : 
 
- Mr John Bainbridge: Permanent ICFTU1 Representative to the International Maritime 
Organization (IMO).  
- Mr Per-Erik Nelin (Fin, ETF's suggestion) 
- Mr Aigars Gailis: ex marine officer, maritime administration (LV)  
 
Shipowners and shipping agents : 
 
- Captain Panagiotis Tsakos (GR) 
- Mr Torben Janholt (DK) 
- Mrs Maria Gloria Giani (It), Shipping agent and Chairperson of Women's International 
Shipping & Trading Association (WISTA) 
 
Maritime clusters : 
 
- Mr Patrick Blondé (B) Directeur Général de l’Ecole supérieure de Navigation d’Anvers  
- Professeur Chaumette (F) Directeur de l'observatoire des droits des marins (F) 
- Professor Helen Sampson, Director of Seafarer International Research Centre (UK) 
- Mr Georg T. Smefjell, Head of Section – DNV (Norway)  
- Mr Erik Hietbrink, Chairman of the STC-Group (Shipping and Transport College, NL) 
- Mr Andreas Neophytou, joint managing director of Marlow management, crew management 
(CY). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Secretariat: DG MOVE/Unit C1; contact person: Ms Anne Devouche 
Services involved: DG MOVE and other services of the European Commission and European 
Maritime Safety Agency, 

                                                
1 International Confederation of Free Trade Unions 


