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Counter Piracy in the Gulf 
of Aden

•• Massive geographical areaMassive geographical area
•• High density of trafficHigh density of traffic

–– TransitingTransiting
–– FishingFishing
–– CoastalCoastal

•• Constraints on escortingConstraints on escorting
•• Coordination of assetsCoordination of assets



Specified Tasks

•• Protect WFPProtect WFP
•• Protect, on a case by case basis, Protect, on a case by case basis, 

selected humanitarian, European and selected humanitarian, European and 
participating state flagged and other participating state flagged and other 
vulnerable shippingvulnerable shipping

•• Establish surveillance, in particular, in Establish surveillance, in particular, in 
known piracy high risk areas known piracy high risk areas 



Desired Effects

•• ProtectProtect
•• InsightInsight
•• Deter and DisruptDeter and Disrupt
•• Leading to ReassuranceLeading to Reassurance



Maritime Community Maritime Community 
EngagementEngagement

•• International Maritime OrganisationInternational Maritime Organisation
•• International Maritime BureauInternational Maritime Bureau
•• Maritime Trade Organisation DubaiMaritime Trade Organisation Dubai
•• World Food ProgrammeWorld Food Programme
•• NATONATO
•• Coalition Maritime Forces BahrainCoalition Maritime Forces Bahrain
•• French Forces DjiboutiFrench Forces Djibouti
•• Logistics Agencies, Mombassa & Dar Es Logistics Agencies, Mombassa & Dar Es 

SalaamSalaam
•• Other regional states (Yemen, Oman, KSA)Other regional states (Yemen, Oman, KSA)



Marine Industry 
Coordination

•• IMO, International Maritime Bureau, IMO, International Maritime Bureau, 
UKMTO Dubai,, US MARLO, IndustryUKMTO Dubai,, US MARLO, Industry

•• 24/7 operation at Northwood 24/7 operation at Northwood 
•• WebWeb--basedbased

–– Commercial resourcesCommercial resources
–– Extensive IMO databaseExtensive IMO database
–– SecureSecure

•• EnduringEnduring



Maritime Security Centre (Horn of Africa)Maritime Security Centre (Horn of Africa)

www.mschoa.eu



Legal Legal -- What can be doneWhat can be done

•• Immediate ActionsImmediate Actions
–– SelfSelf--defence defence –– Customary Law & Art 51 Customary Law & Art 51 

UN CharterUN Charter
•• DeterrenceDeterrence

–– Presence of warshipsPresence of warships
•• DisruptionDisruption

–– BoardingBoarding
–– SearchingSearching
–– Confiscation and destruction of equipmentConfiscation and destruction of equipment

•• National Hostage rescueNational Hostage rescue



ProsecutionProsecution
•• Draft agreement with 3Draft agreement with 3rdrd StatesStates
•• Prohibition on use of Death PenaltyProhibition on use of Death Penalty
•• Role in evidence gatheringRole in evidence gathering



Current EngagementCurrent Engagement
•• WFPWFP

•• Over 1000 shipping companiesOver 1000 shipping companies

•• Military Coalitions: CTF 151, CTF 150, NATOMilitary Coalitions: CTF 151, CTF 150, NATO

•• 33rdrd States with military resources: such as China, States with military resources: such as China, 
Russia, MalaysiaRussia, Malaysia

•• 33rdrd States that may operate with the EU: such as States that may operate with the EU: such as 
SwitzerlandSwitzerland, Norway., Norway.

•• Regional states that may be directly involved: Regional states that may be directly involved: 
such as KSA, Yemen, Djibouti, Kenya, Tanzania, such as KSA, Yemen, Djibouti, Kenya, Tanzania, 
Oman, UAE, Egypt.Oman, UAE, Egypt.
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