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Proposed General Marketing Standard Explanatory Brochure

GREX – 4th meeting of the sub-group "standardisation of fruits & vegetables" - 29 October 2013

United Kingdom Experts wish to raise the following as an item of other business at the above meeting:

Proposed General Marketing Standard Explanatory Brochure

The European Union General Marketing Standard (GMS) is used to market a wide range of product within the EU. Domestic suppliers and importers have the option to use the GMS or the relevant UNECE standard when marketing products. 

The GMS applies to most but not all fresh fruit and vegetables, with the exception of those covered by the ten Specific Marketing Standards – apples, citrus, kiwifruit, lettuces, peaches and nectarines, pears, strawberries, sweet peppers, table grapes and tomatoes.

Whilst the GMS is a European Union standard it is relevant world-wide to any company wishing to market fresh fruit and vegetables within the EU. However as the GMS is a very simple standard, this means it mostly lacks specific interpretation within it’s text.

To facilitate trade and enhance understanding we propose the Group of Experts agree to allow the UNECE to develop an explanatory brochure for the GMS. Thereby enhancing the understanding of the requirements of this standard, both within the European Union market and worldwide for traders wishing to export to the EU.

This document if agreed would build on the excellent work developing explanatory notes for the GMS already carried out by Fred Jacobs of the Netherlands KCB.
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