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	EUROPEAN COMMISSION
DIRECTORATE GENERAL FOR RESEARCH & INNOVATION
 
Directorate C - Research and Innovation
C.2 - Relations with stakeholders (ERIAB)



Brussels, 
C2/JCB 

Draft-Minutes of the Fifth Plenary Meeting of the European Research and Innovation Area Board (ERIAB)
Venue:  Brussels, European Commission, ORBAN building
Date: 12/13 September 2013
Present: Luc Soete (chair), Manuela Arata, Genevieve Berger, Hans-Jörg Bullinger, Anna Czlonkowska, Anne Glover, Barbara Haering, Peter Heffernan, Toivo Maimets, Jan-Eric Sundgren, John Wood 
European Commission: Jean-Claude Burgelman, Silvia Luber, Rene von Schomberg (C2).
Agenda: see Annex I

1.  Modus Operandi of ERIAB
· The Agenda of the fifth plenary was adopted without change.
The following plenaries will take place in 2013: 14/15 November
Dates for 2014: 12 March; 12/13 June; 11/12 September; 13/14 November
PLEASE NOTE: The date of the plenary meeting in March 2014 has been moved to 12 March 2014 to be aligned with the date of the Second Innovation Convention (10/11 March 2014) where ERIAB will organize a fringe session. 
· The minutes of the fourth plenary of ERIAB has been adopted without change.

2. Anne Glover (CSA): Presentation and discussion with ERIAB  
Anne GLOVER presented her work as Chief Scientific Advisor to President Barroso. She described her task as providing “science for policy”. Policy makers should be able to use scientific evidence to a larger extent than currently used for their decision making. They often assess risks rather than rewards. Furthermore, she presented the work of the President’s Science and Technology Advisory Council (PSTAC). PSTAC will soon publish its first policy paper on “Science for an informed, sustainable and inclusive knowledge society”. Anne Glover proposed to receive comments from ERIAB on this paper as well as have a regular exchange of views on each other’s work 

3. Michel Poireau (Advisor to DG RTD, Directorate C)
Michel POIREAU presented his report on “Implementing innovation in programme and policy life cycles” which summarizes his conclusions on best practices for innovation in four EU Member States or associated states (Finland, France, Germany, and Switzerland):
Lessons learned:
· Need for diverse activities & people's skills to overcome gaps:
· information/culture/technology/finance
· Think about exploitation early enough
· Put high emphasis on SMEs
· Monitoring progress towards innovation needed but difficult
· Supporting the "next phases" remains critical

Open issues:
· Which best approaches for innovation in R&D?  
·    balance between purely bottom up and targeting at priority areas? 
· How to best implement targeting, when felt appropriate? 
· How to assess results and efficiency of innovation-oriented research? 
· How best to help research performers? 

The following issues were discussed: specifics of Switzerland (educational and vocational training, strict bottom-up approach (with one little exception recently implemented in the energy sector), exclusive funding of public research to avoid additionality of public support to industry in general etc.); need for targeted funding especially for tackling Grand Challenges; the crucial role of the educational system for innovation. 

4. Second interim evaluation report of the Risk-Sharing Finance Facility (RSFF)
Ms. Edwige AVICE (Chair) and Mr. William STEVENS (Rapporteur), members of the high-level independent expert group, summarized their findings with regard to RSFF impact in the European Financial and RDI landscape and presented their recommendations for the design of future EU debt-instruments under Horizon 2020. Jean-David MALO (Head of Unit C3) further reported on the next steps and the contributions to the future developments of access to risk finance under Horizon 2020. 
The following issues were discussed: SME financial instrument (council asked for new instrument to boost innovation); pilot of technology transfer expected 2015; participation of private sector; missing link to structural funds; criteria to identify innovative SMEs; involvement of national players (under which conditions); how to attract private capital back to EU; equity market.

5. Richard Owen: Responsible Research and Innovation
Prof OWEN made a presentation on ‘Responsible Innovation’ on which he will conduct a ‘low value study’ which will become available by end October 2013. His presentation highlighted the requirements for a process, enabling innovations to be responsive to public values or addressing the grand challenges. Among these requirements are transparency and responsiveness to stakeholders as well as the use of foresight and technology assessment in the framework of a stage-gating process.

6. Discussion of on-going work 
· Demand Side / Innovation in Business Models
Jan-Eric Sundgren provided a two-pager summarizing the discussion in the working group. It covers two main aspects: the role of public procurement for innovation and innovations in business models. Both parts will be elaborated further based on further information about the new EU directive on public procurement (expected to be agreed on Autumn 2013) and the outcomes of the workshop on “business model innovations” on 11 October in Brussels.
Participants: Barbara Haering, Anne Glover, Hans-Jörg Bullinger, Jan-Eric Sundgren

· Supply Side
ERIAB discussed the papers of Manuela Arata and Anna Czlonkowska. 
Main points were: better guided investments in research needed, e.g. infrastructures; the expected lack in the number of researchers has to be addressed; capability of the private sector to absorb researchers (post-doc) must be strengthened; new forms of fiscal incentives could be applied (prerequisite collaboration with universities and RPOs); need for an increased contribution of universities to innovation (increasing numbers of students in respective fields of studying); need to improve performance of technology transfer offices; need to emphasize the crucial role of the educational system (already at high-school level) and the lack of appropriate teaching to awake interest in science and research (particularly in NMS) 


· Knowledge/Innovation Divide
On 13 November a one-day workshop on “Innovation Divide” will take place in Brussels. 
Participants: Manuela Arata, Peter Heffernan, Toivo Maimets, Luc Soete (tbc)
Action:
The working group will meet at 14 November before the ERIAB plenary to work on their contribution to the general review of the IU taking up the discussion at the workshop. (ORBAN, 7th floor, room A7.066, 10h). 

· cross-cutting issue “Finance”
Anne Glover introduced a paper describing significant changes on the European venture capital market and significant differences between the European and US market. E.g. private capital in risk financing has decreased by about 50% in the last four years in Europe. There has been a shift of public and private investments on the capital market from equity to bonds (e.g. pension funds). This trend is accompanied by a general decline of public investments since the revenues are predominantly used to pay sovereign debts. 
In general, Europe experiences a lack of financial support particularly for growing companies. But also the incubation phase of innovations is not well supported. 
Action:
ERIAB is going to launch a low-value study that will provide insights into this shift in public and private investments on the capital market as well as into the development of public investments since the beginning of the financial crisis. The report should be available in February 2014. Anne Glover will send the secretariat a brief outline of the study and will suggest researchers who might be interested in conducting this study. 

· Science 2.0
Jean-Claude Burgelman informed ERIAB about the work plan with regard to Science 2.0.  A workshop on “Policy implications of Science 2.0” will take place on 4 November 2013, to which ERIAB members, stakeholders and experts will participate. Shortley after,  DG Research and Innovation will take the lead on an interservice consultation for the adoption of a Green Paper by the Commission. This Green Paper will be associated with a public consultation which will be open most likely in the first month of the new year. In March 2014 a 2nd High-Level policy seminar will take place bringing together all relevant services of the European Commission to discuss the results of the public consultation, their policy implications and concrete actions to follow. 
Participants at the workshop on 4/11: Barbara Haering, John Wood, Luc Soete (tbc)


Action: Planning of further work on comprehensive “stress-test”
End September: Luc Soete will provide a text “martyr” (first draft) bringing together the existing contributions plus recommendations and following the storyline already agreed on. He will add the discussion on “finance” as a cross-cutting issue. Every ERIAB member is asked to comment to this draft. 
Mid October: ERIAB will contribute to the Innovation Council in October by providing a max. 2-pager policy statement distributed in advance to the Council. Luc Soete will draft this statement and distribute it among the ERIAB members.
14/15 November: 6th ERIAB plenary 
Mid December: deadline for the comprehensive “stress-test of the IU”
10/11 March 2014: Second Innovation Convention – ERIAB will organize a fringe session to present the stress-test and to discuss the implications for the new Commission.
 
7. AOB
· ERIAB Annual Report 
Silvia Luber and Rene von Schomberg presented a draft annual report to ERIAB summarizing their activities from September 2012 until August 2013. ERIAB members are kindkly asked to check the information and provide the secretariat any changes, additions or comments until End September.
Action: 
ERIAB members will send any comments or amendment to the annual report to the secretariat until 28/09/2013.

· USA-European seminar: Dialogue on International Research and Innovation Policy, Washington DC, 30 October
[bookmark: _GoBack]Peter Heffernan will participate to this seminar together with Jean-Claude Burgelman and Rene von Schomberg. An information note on the content of the seminar was distributed among ERIAB members.  The experiences gained at the seminar in China and the upcoming seminar in the US will contribute to ERIAB’s reflections on the global dimension of the Innovation Union on which it will advise.




Jean-Claude BURGELMAN, Silvia LUBER, Rene VON SCHOMBERG
Annex I: Agenda of the fifth plenary
Contact: Jean-Claude BURGELMAN, Telephone: +32 229-80006, email: jean-claude.burgelman@ec.europa.eu; Silvia LUBER, Telephone: +32 229-65533, email: silvia.luber@ec.europa.eu; Rene VON SCHOMBERG, Telephone +32 229-90160, email: Rene.vonschomberg@ec.europa.eu
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