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1. Information by the Chairman:

At the beginning of the meeting the chairman Mr Herbert von Bose welcomed and congratulated the representatives for their nominations. He informed the representatives that this Informal configuration “NMP+B” will deal with the part of the Horizon 2020 Work Programme (H2020 WP) covering "nanotechnologies, advanced materials, advanced manufacturing and processing, and biotechnology", 4 of the 6 Key Enabling Technologies (KETs) under the Leadership in Enabling and Industrial Technologies (LEIT) pillar. LEIT also contains the main bulk of the ICT activities, and the Space activities, which will be the responsibility of separate configurations.

On political updates, the Chairman informed that the European Parliament, Council and the Commission have reached a political agreement on the H2020 legislative package, including the proposed budget. This will be formally decided, after the multi-annual financial framework (MMF) for 2014-2020. The compromise solution is close to the Commission’s proposals both in substance and budget, which is an encouraging result. The share of the total budget dedicated to activities under LEIT, of which the NMP+B activities are a part, has remained unchanged (in contrast to some other activities). Also of direct relevance to LEIT (and the Societal Challenges), is the use of the SME Instrument, for at least 5% of the initial budget (and rising to 7% on average).

2. Approval of the draft Agenda:

The draft Agenda was approved.

3.
H2020 WP: Presentation of the overall approach and timetable; detailed presentation of the draft LEIT NMP +B Work Programme; Exchange of views: 
The Chairman introduced the NMP+B part of the Work Programme. All activities in this WP are designed to support the development and deployment of KETs, in order to boost EU industry.
The Commission expects to have everything fixed by the end of November or early December, the target date for the publication of calls being 11/12/2013. To make this possible, the NMP+B Work Programme (WP) should be finalised by 12/11/2013.

The biggest change in this WP is the type of work to be delivered: there will be an increased emphasis on demonstrators, without neglecting some more upstream R&D. In this context, the Chairman reminded the representatives that the Excellent Science part of H2020 had a proposed budget of € 24 bio, while LEIT had a budget of € 17 bio. Moreover, the FET activities (under Excellent Science) will cover not only ICT but also other breakthrough technologies.

A part from more generic KET research activities the Commission has also included support for areas where there are specific KET needs, such as health and energy. In this WP a balance between R&D actions with innovation actions had to be found.  Innovation actions are meant to be closer to the market and are funded at 70% instead of 100% of direct costs. Technology Readiness Levels (TRLs) are used, which in this part of the WP span from 3 to 8, with a centre of weight around 5-6. A large part of the activities are implemented through three contractual Public-Private partnerships (PPPs): Factories of the Future (FoF), Energy-efficient buildings (EeB) and the new Sustainable Process Industries (SPIRE).

	Timetable of the H2020 NMP+B WP adoption:

	25/9
	First NMP+B Informal configuration meeting

	4/10
	First deadline to MS to provide comments

	7/10
	Informal meeting of the NMP+B Informal configuration in Vilnius, first reactions of the Commission on MS comments notably on the PPPs (if possible)

	11/10
	First revised version of the NMP+B WP to be provided to the MS

	18/10
	Second NMP+B Informal configuration meeting

	28/10
	Second deadline to MS to provide comments on the REV NMP+B WP version

	4/11
	Second revised version of the NMP+B WP to be provided to the MS

	12/11
	Third and last informal meeting, and informal opinion on the H2020 NMP+B WP


Points addressed in the discussion:

General introduction:

- What is the role of this configuration and what will happen to other existing groups, e.g. the High Level Group on Nanotechnologies? The Chairman clarified that the draft WP is elaborated on the basis of the Commission right of initiative; therefore, the role of this configuration is to approve the WP, and to re-approve it once the formal configuration is established. All other fora have only an advisory role, which helps in shaping the WP.

- Possibility of modification of the WP planned schedule for 2+2+2+1 years to 1+2+2+2 years, as the MS were involved only at a late stage of the preparatory work. This would not change the overall scope and will provide room for manoeuvre for the 2015 planning. 

- What will be the frequency of PC meetings?

The Chairman clarified that the issue of two-year WPs will be addressed in the “Horizontal” configuration as it concerns the whole WP and not just the NMP+B part; i.e. ICT has currently already a 2 years WP. The frequency of the meetings will be clarified at a later stage. 
- Information to be provided as soon as possible on the budgets and instruments, as well as on VAT rules. The Chairman informed that the Commission will provide the MS with the Annexes to the WP which include the Rules for Participation (RfP), information on instruments, evaluation criteria, etc., as soon as these were available. The proposed budget for the calls will also be provided as soon as possible (for the meeting scheduled on 18/10/2013). In H2020, the funding rates are a novelty (70% for innovation actions and 100% for research and innovation actions); with no subdivision of the budget (e.g. into Small, SME, Large calls).

- What is the choice of Technology Readiness levels (TRLs) scale and their role, i.e. requirement or recommendation and what would be the evaluation criteria? A table with TRL definitions has been included in the LEIT Introduction. It is also necessary to consolidate and align the TRLs throughout the whole WP of H2020. It would be useful to provide this configuration with a documentation on TRLs. Clear definitions in the WP for KETs, Multi-KETs, and pilot lines are necessary. The Chairman informed that TRLs will be a recommended target and thus will play a role in the evaluation, but will not be eligibility criteria; they will serve as indicators as to where the bulk of the work is expected to be in each project. On the evaluation criteria, the Chairman stated that the rules are in place, and more details will be in one of the annexes (including clarifications on the SME instrument). 
- How will the choice of the panels be handled as the topics are so broad? As far as the Call for tenders is concerned, will there be a new scheme or will the old one be used, will there be a need for new evaluators? The Chairman clarified that evaluators with a diverse range of expertise will be chosen, and that the help of MS in this respect would be welcome. 
- It was felt that the possibility of funding by MS and regions (“smart specialisation”) is not yet clear as to how it would work; more information should be included in the general part of the WP? The Chairman clarified that this will need a close cooperation with DG REGIO. The NMP+B projects should be financially and strategically “self-standing”. Nevertheless, it is good to know what the consortium could do next and what would be the potential funding opportunities for further development and innovation. It is also important that the Regions take the priorities of the WP into account in their planning. They will have sufficient time to identify new technologies to be developed and to indicate it in their Regional Development Plans. 
- Will the NMP+B part of the WP be subject to “externalisation”? The Chairman clarified that some programmes will be subject to management by Agencies, as is already the case in some MS. However, the NMP+B part is expected to be managed by DG RTD. 
- It was felt that some topics and TRLs are difficult to understand, missing consistency in the WP. For sake of clarity it is necessary to include production in the WP designations. There is also a need to clarify the use of acronyms – the “NMK” call should be renamed as NMP. The Chairman accepted the suggestion to include “production” and to re-introduce the abbreviation “NMP”. 
- Two-stage versus single-stage submission.

- In H2020 FET is expected to include also topics of interest to many NMP+B stakeholders. At the moment this seems not to be the case at least for the first two years of the proactive part, so the NMP+B Work Programme should not neglect frontier technologies and the related research communities. What guarantees could be given in the proactive part regarding the NMP interest to be taken into account? The FET flagships support is envisaged for 10 years but the budget is only envisaged for the 7 years of H2020, which seemed inconsistent.
The chairman clarified that in the area of Flagships only 7 years can be covered by H2020. Significant budgets are foreseen for the Flagships already in 2014/15. FET open will have 40% of the allocated budget. For FET proactive, the budget will be lower as for 2 years the amount could be around € 35 mio. DG CNECT's intention is to create families of projects around emerging subjects financed by FET open. At a later stage these subjects could be taken further under FET proactive in the year 2016 and following.

Biotechnology:

-Is there a Roadmap for Biotechnology? What is the stage of play on ERASynBio ERANET and will this be further developed? The Commission confirmed that the Roadmap is under development. On the ERANETs, it was clarified that currently 3 of them are funded: Synthetic Biology; System Biology, Industrial Biology as well as support preparatory actions for ERANET in the field of GMOs and Marine biotechnology. [Additional information: an ERANET on Marine Biotechnology is currently under negotiation]. It is necessary to assess how we can more strategically use these initiatives under H2020. Nevertheless, there are some budgetary constraints, so it will not be possible to finance additional topics.

- Request of 5% SME participation seems rather low in comparison with FP7. It is suggested that the Bio-Informatics topic take into account systems biology and mathematical models. What are the possibilities of financing more than 1 project per topic. The Chairman clarified that the SME instrument is a specific tool only for SMEs; the participation of SME and small companies through the WP will be higher. This applied to the whole WP. System Biology is part of the Specific Programme. There are close relations and interlinks between System Biology and Synthetic Biology. The topics are adjusted to the allocated budget. The legacy is in the societal challenge on bio economy.

- Which proposals are opened or closed? The Commission clarified that once the WP is published –in the Call Fiches- it will be clear when a topic is opened.

- Evaluations – a coordinated call might work in conjunction with KBBE; how the panels will work? The Commission clarified that the evaluation of the biotechnology call will follow the same agenda as the 2nd Societal Challenge.

Nanotechnologies and advanced materials:

- Printing technology topic is too focused on certain technologies, missing technologies with higher growth potential i.e. “sheet-to-sheet” and should be less prescriptive. The Commission indicated that there are no objections to consider also other technologies that are not yet included.

- OLED applications topic seems too mature and related to development and production which is currently mostly outside Europe. It is also necessary to clarify if these are intended for lighting or for displays. The Commission clarified that this is an initiative where we closely cooperate with DG CNECT; there is a strong demand of the EU lighting industry.

- There is a need to cover inter-disciplinarity, and to involve the academics. The Commission clarified that inter-disciplinarity is built-in through the whole WP. It is necessary to clarify the context of pilot lines. The Chairman stated that these pilot lines do not need necessarily to be very big; according to the industry an up-to € 10 mio project is feasible, while bringing the research activity closer to the market. The intention is to have 1 project – 1 pilot line. In average, in this field, we should count € 16-18 mio per topic.
- When the action related to obtaining the “prices” award needs to take place? The Commission clarified that this needs to be a new activity.

Advanced manufacturing and processing:

- How advanced are the contractual agreements and will they be ready for 2014? The Chairman informed that JTIs in the biotechnology part need a Council Decision and EP opinion. The contractual PPPs in the NMP part go through the Programme Committee (PC) opinion. The “Memoranda of Understanding” will be signed after the H2020 package is formally approved. The aim is to commit the industry for what goes beyond the programme and the Commission side to commit for an indicative budget to be confirmed on 1 or 2 year(s) WP basis. These Memoranda will also include a “sun-set” clause. More information will be provided via the “Horizontal” or in the NMP+B configuration. 
- There is a need to clarify the 2 PPPs (FoF and SPIRE): how much work of interface has been done and to what extent these 2 PPPs overlapped. The Commission clarified that FoF (1st phase) focused on discreet manufacturing and SPIRE will address the continuous process (flow of materials). Those are very different, but there can be some contact points. The advantage of SPIRE is to make the process more efficient and sustainable. We will make sure to avoid possible overlaps. 
4.
Horizon 2020 National Launch Events
Power presentation was provided. No questions were raised. 
5.
National Contact Points activities following the first calls for proposals under Horizon 2020
Power presentation was provided. No questions were raised.

6. 
Information on the “MANUFUTURE 2013” Conference, Vilnius, Lithuania, 
6-8 October 2013 – Presidency event

The Commission, Mr Neophytos Neophytou, RTD-G.2, provided a presentation of the event. The Informal Programme Committee meeting will take place there on 7 October 2013. The registration is free of charge. No questions were raised.

7.
Any other Business: 
A MS formed about the upcoming Conference “SMART GROWTH THROUGH RESEARCH AND INNOVATION TOWARDS EUROPE 2020” under their presidency to take place on 9-11/4/2014.

Another MS informed about the upcoming Conference “LEADERSHIP IN ENABLING AND INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGIES FOR EUROPEAN SOCIETAL CHALLENGES 2014”under their presidency to take place on 29/9-1/10/2014 in Bologna. 
The NMP+B configuration will be informed about details at due time. 
8.
Next meeting
 Informal meeting - 7 October 2013, Vilnius, Lithuania on the occasion of the MANUFUTURE 2013 Conference.

The presentations and the list of MS/EEA representatives were made available on CIRCABC.

Ingrid JENEZOVA

Secretary to the NMP+B Shadow configuration
***
Annex 1

Agenda of the meeting of the NMP+B Shadow Configuration
25th September 2013

1. Information by the Chairman

2. Approval of the draft Agenda

3.
Horizon 2020 Work Programme: 


Presentation of the overall approach and timetable


Detailed presentation of the draft LEIT NMP +B Work Programme 


Exchange of views

4.
Horizon 2020 National Launch Events

5.
National Contact Points activities following the first calls for proposals under Horizon 2020
6. 
Information on the “MANUFUTURE 2013” Conference, Vilnius, Lithuania, 
7-9 October 2013 – Presidency event

7.
Any other Business

8.
Next meeting:
7 October 2013, Vilnius, Lithuania

* * *

Annex 2

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
	Country
	Organisation name

	BELGIUM
	Ministerie van de Vlaamse Gemeenschap Dep. Economie, Wetenschap en Innovatie

	BULGARIA
	Institute of Electronics - BAS

	CZECH REPUBLIC
	Technology Center AV CR

	DENMARK
	Danish Agency for Science, Technology and Innovation

	GERMANY
	BMBF - Referat 511

	GERMANY
	Federal Ministry of Education and Research

	ESTONIA
	Estonian Research Council, Department of international research cooperation

	ÉIRE IRELAND
	Enterprise Ireland

	GREECE
	University of Patras

	SPAIN
	CSIC

	SPAIN
	CDTI - Ministerio de Ciencia e Innovación

	FRANCE
	Ministère du Redressement Productif - DG de la Compétitivité, de l'Industrie et des Services

	FRANCE
	CEA-Grenoble

	CROATIA
	University of Zagreb, Faculty of Science, Department of Physics

	ITALY
	Università di Modena

	ITALY
	Università di Siena

	CYPRUS
	Cyprus University of Technology- Dept. of Mec. Eng & Materials Sc.

	LUXEMBOURG
	LUXINNOVATION GIE 

	LUXEMBOURG
	LUXINNOVATION GIE 

	HUNGARY
	National Office for Research And Technology

	MALTA
	Malta Council for Science and Technology

	THE NETHERLANDS
	Agentschap NL

	THE NETHERLANDS
	Ministry of Economic Affairs

	AUSTRIA
	FFG – Austrian Research Promotion Agency

	AUSTRIA
	BMVIT-Abt. III/I5 

	POLAND
	Institute of Fundamental Technological Research Polish Academy of Sciences

	POLAND
	Ministry of Science and Higher Education

	PORTUGAL
	Ministry for Science, Technology and Higher Education

	PORTUGAL
	IST

	SLOVENIA
	MHEST

	SLOVAK REPUBLIC
	Institute of Electrical Eng.-Slovack Academy of Sciences

	FINLAND
	Tekes

	SWEDEN
	VINNOVA

	SWEDEN
	Ministry of Enterprise, Energy & Communications 

	UNITED KINGDOM
	TSB - Technology Strategy Board

	ICELAND
	Technological Institute of Iceland

	NORWAY
	Ministry of Trade and Industry

	NORWAY
	The Research Council of Norway


Annex 3
List of Documents included in the dossier

· Draft Agenda meeting - Point 2 of the agenda – NMP+B - Ares(2013) 3030804 (Draft Agenda - sent out 11/09/2012) Point 4.1: NMP Implementation Status (sent out 22/01/2013)
· Point 3 - Horizon 2020 Work Programme - draft LEIT NMP + B - Work Programme (sent out 12/09/2013)
· Point 3- 4 & 5 - General presentation on the Work Programme for Horizon 2020 with a general introduction document (sent out 16/09/2013)
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