Report on the activities of 
the Expert Committee on Evaluation of Rural Development Programmes in 2010
1. Legal framework

The Expert Committee on Evaluation of Rural Development Programmes (abbreviated: Evaluation Expert Committee) was established by Commission Decision 2008/168/EC of 20 February 2008 setting up the organisational structure for the European Network for Rural Development (Article 5) and registered in the Register of Expert Groups on 15 September 2008 (ref. E02179). 
2. Membership
The Evaluation Expert Committee is composed of two representatives from each national competent authority (Article 5(3) of Commission Decision 2008/168/EC). In 2008 two representatives per Member State and their alternates were appointed by the national authorities responsible for the Rural Development policy and its evaluation.
3. Role and tasks
The Evaluation Expert Committee is an expert group functioning at EU level for the exchange of expertise on evaluation requirements, systems and needs within Rural Development in the programming period 2007-2013. It follows the work of the European Evaluation Network for Rural Development. This network was set up to establish good practice and capacity building in evaluation, thereby fulfilling the evaluation-related functions foreseen by Article 67 of Council Regulation (EC) No 1698/2005
.
The tasks of the Evaluation Expert Committee are threefold:

· to advise the Commission on the annual work programme of the European Evaluation Network for Rural Development;
· to contribute to the choice and coordination of evaluation thematic work;
· to monitor the implementation of the ongoing evaluation system.
4. Activities in 2010
The Evaluation Expert Committee met for the first time on 15 December, 2008, and since then meets at least twice a year. In 2010 three meetings were held on 15 March, 2 July and26 November, respectively. 
In 2010 the work of the Committee focused primarily on the preparation of the mid-term evaluations of the Rural Development Programmes (RDPs), and exchange of experiences on the current monitoring and evaluation system in view of the preparation of the post-2013 programming period. In this context, the Committee dealt with the following issues:
1) Preparation for the mid-term evaluation of the Rural Development Programmes
The mid-term evaluations of the RDPs had to be completed by the Member States by the end of 2010. The European Evaluation Network for Rural Development carried out thematic work to support the Member States in this task. In the course of this work, methodological papers on the assessment of (1) the socio-economic and environmental impacts of the RDPs, (2) Leader and measures to improve quality of life in rural areas, as well as (3) on assessment of the National Rural Network Programmes were developed and discussed with the Evaluation Expert Committee. Following the discussions the respective working papers were finalised and disseminated. (http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/evaluation/library/evaluation-helpdesk-publications/en/evaluation-helpdesk-publications_home_en.cfm)
2) Exchange of experiences on the current monitoring and evaluation system in view of the preparation of the post-2013 programming period
Based on the outcomes of the work linked to the above-mentioned methodological support and on the experiences from carrying out the mid-term evaluations, a review of the indicators included in the Common Monitoring and Evaluation Framework (CMEF) for rural development has been started. The purpose of this work is to identify those indicators that are operating well and those which may require improvements, and to propose solutions in view of possible improvements of the monitoring and evaluation system for the next programming period. To this end, the Committee discussed the first experiences from the implementation of the CMEF at the March meeting. These discussions continued throughout the year. At the meeting held in December, a working document "Objectives and principles of the Monitoring and Evaluation System for rural development post-2013" was presented and discussed by the members of the Committee. 

In addition, an update of the SWOT analysis of the evaluation system 2007-2013 was also discussed by the Committee. 
3) Implementation of ongoing evaluation - exchange of experience and good evaluation practice 
The meetings of the Evaluation Expert Committee pro​vide also a platform to exchange experiences and good evaluation practices. In the course of 2010, the following activities carried out in the Member States were presented to the Committee:

- Methodological approaches for the evaluation of the National Rural Development Network in Italy;

- Preparation of the mid-term evaluation report in Germany;
- Presentation of the results of the research project "Assessment of the net effects of agro-envi​ronmental measures," carried out in France;
- Synthesis of the 2009 Annual Progress Reports (evaluation section) of the Member States. 
4) Advice on the work programme of the network for 2011

Finally, the Evaluation Expert Committee provides advice on the Annual Work Programmes for the European Evaluation Network for Rural Development. The Annual Work Programme is based on an assessment of needs carried out in the Member States. The delegates were in​formed about the results of the focus group meetings held in 2010 in the Member States to discuss specific needs and priorities concerning evaluation. The needs identified during these exchanges with evaluation experts in the Member States were translated into concrete activities in the draft work programme of the network for 2011, which was discussed and finalised following comments made by the members of the Committee. 
� Council Regulation (EC) No 1698/2005 of 20 September 2005 on support for rural development by the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD).
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