UEAPMES position on:

DI SCLOSURE OF BENEFI Cl ARIES OF COVMUNI TY FUNDS

e Do you agree that it is desirable to introduce, at
Community level, an

obligation for Menber States to nake avail abl e informtion
on beneficiaries

of EU funds under shared nanagenent ?

Yes. UEAPME believes that this is an essential tool for
denocratic

transparency. It fully supports the commtnent of the
Eur opean Conmi ssion to

rai sing awar eness of the use nmade of EU noney. The
Conmmi ssion - and the

nmenber states - are indeed accountable to the taxpayer.
Al so UEAPME

considers it to be in the general public interest to
provi de i nformati on on

how all EU funds are spent regardl ess of the kind of
managenment. Fromthe

nmonment that European taxpayers’ noney is involved (thus
al so for “shared

managenent”), the subsidiarity principle cannot and should
not apply. But,

for UEAPME it is of utnost inportance that disclosure
should not lead to

additional adm nistrative work (or red tape) for SMEs and
t hat the

di scl osure respects the data protecti on and busi ness
secrets.

However, at the sanme tine, there should be nore
transparency and clarity
about the criteria and rationale to grant funds.

More attention should also be drawn to enforcing existing
obligations to

publ i sh informati on about the assignnment of financial means
obt ai ned from

Structural and Cohesion Funds. This would help to increase
transparency in a

way visible to every EU-Citizen



e If so, what information should be required at national
| evel ? What woul d

be the best neans to make this information avail abl e
(degree of information

required, period covered and preferred nmedi um ?

The Community Program or Community Fund on the basis of
whi ch the funds are

attributed; the division per nmenber state, region; the
criteria; the total

amount of neans; the amount received by the beneficiary;
conpl ete data of

t he beneficiary.

This shoul d be published yearly or after the approval of
t he program or

call.

Medi um website.
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