
What is the axis?
The initial plan for this axis involved the construction of two new
motorways across Greece. The first runs from west to east, and for
much of its 780 km – including the branch to Ormenio – follows
the route of the Via Egnatia, dating from the second century BC.
This new four-lane motorway will link the port of Igoumenitsa
with Kipi on the Greek–Turkish border. The second road is an
upgrade of the current 800-kilometre Pathe road, which runs
from southern Greece to the north, linking Patras to Promahon
on the Greek–Bulgarian border via Athens and Thessaloniki.

The Pathe motorway – with four lanes for its entire length in
Greece, and six near Athens and Thessaloniki – will be extended
to complete the missing links on one of the most important road
axes in the south-eastern countries of the enlarged EU.

Extensions to this axis were agreed in 2004, adding links north
from Greece into neighbouring countries and from there into
central Europe.

The first branch of these extensions runs from the
Greek–Bulgarian border at Promahon to Sofia along pan-
European corridor IV, linking Sofia to Thessaloniki.

A second branch of the Pathe axis leads from the outskirts of
Thessaloniki to Evzoni on the Greece–former Yugoslav Republic
of Macedonia border and then north to Skopje. This branch
forms the last section of pan-European corridor X, connecting
Skopje to Thessaloniki.

Two branches will join at Nadlac on the Hungarian–Romanian
border. One runs in the direction of the port of Constanta, via
Bucharest, while the other runs south to Sofia and on towards
Thessaloniki and Athens.

These sections will complete a route on which the future
Member States (Bulgaria and Romania) have already made
considerable investments through the ISPA programme.

What are its expected benefits?
Journey times by car will be drastically cut by the construction of
the roads. It will directly benefit 70 % of the population living in
the cities along the Pathe/Via Egnatia routes, accelerating
economic and regional development. And for freight on longer
distance journeys, the new roads will improve links to central
Europe and the rest of the EU, and provide more reliable
transport for the whole region.

With enhanced links to five ports, eight airports and nine other
major roads, the scheme will boost tourism and trade in the
region. The upgrade of the roads to motorway standard is also
expected to reduce road accidents along these axes significantly.
The project will also provide considerably faster connections
between neighbouring countries in the region – Greece, Albania,
the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Bulgaria, Romania
and Turkey.

Considerable efforts have been made at design stage to
minimise the environmental impacts of construction, and the
Greek government has also taken steps to attract private
investment in the schemes.

What is its current status?
The Greek sections of both the Via Egnatia and Pathe motorways
are largely completed. The remaining sections of the extended
Pathe motorway are either complete or on the way to being
completed by 2008, although the Thessaloniki–Sofia stretch will
not be wholly in use until 2010.

Priority axis No 7 (extended 2004) – Ongoing

Motorway axis Igoumenitsa/Patras–
Athens–Sofia–Budapest
This motorway project will provide significant improvements to the road
network of south-eastern Europe, by linking the main cities of the region, and
connecting the ports of Patras, Igoumenitsa, Athens (Piraeus), Thessaloniki and
Constanta to the heart of the enlarged European Union.
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Priority section

Via Egnatia

Pathe

Sofia–Kulata–Greek
–Bulgarian border

Nadlac–Sibiu
motorway (branch
towards Bucharest
and Constanta)

TOTAL

Type of work/status

New road

New road

Upgrading motorway

Upgrading/ new
motorway

Distance
(km)

780

800

160

316

2 056

Timetable

1996–2006

1996–2008

2003–10

2004–07

TEN-T contribution,
including studies, up to
31.12.2004 (million EUR)

27

90.6

0

0

148.5 (1)

Investment up
to 31.12.2004
(million EUR)

3 100

4 654

0

0

7 754

Total cost as
of end 2004
(million EUR)

4 600

8 389

675

1 879

15 543

(1) Note that the total TEN-T contribution includes EUR 30.9 million, which has been allocated for infrastructure improvements in general and therefore cannot
be associated with a specific section of the axis.
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Priority section

in preparation
under construction
completed

Other priority axes 

Motorway of the sea
Rail
Inland waterway

Road


