
 

Reforming Environmental Regulation in 

the UK 
 

        

       

 

       

       

 

 

 

 

 

 



Context to reform 

• Aims are to remove unnecessary regulatory burdens and to make it 

easier for businesses to comply with environmental obligations. 

• Simplification of  the landscape of environmental regulation - legislation, 

guidance, information requirements, inspections.   

• Reducing burdens on SMEs is a priority. 

• Ambition for significant progress in next two years - reforms to guidance, 

data reporting, “vertical” legislation. 

 

 



Reform of environmental guidance  

• Current situation: >6,000 environmental guidance documents, >100,000 

pages spread over multiple websites.  No common format or style.  

Duplication. 

• Reform aims to provide:  

 User-centred approach; 

 simple, clear and quick access to information in one place (www.gov.uk);  

 a single version of the truth - “Safe Harbour”.  

• Expected time savings for business of >80%.  Equivalent to c. £1bn saved 

over 10 years. Savings for government too.  

• Plan to extend reform to all Defra guidance, including food and farming. 

 



For example, batteries waste…  

Before 

• 31 government guidance 

documents/329 pages on 

batteries. 

 

• Written around law and 

government processes. 

 

• Significant overlap. 

 

• Time-consuming, difficult to 

work out what it means and 

unclear. 

After 

• 6 blocks of content designed around 

user needs: 

- Consumers disposing of batteries 

- Businesses disposing of batteries 

- Producers placing batteries on 

market 

- Producers providing take back 

facilities 

- Waste companies collecting/treating 

batteries 

- Waste companies exporting 

batteries 

• Expect 80-90% less volume in total. 

• Simple, quick, clear and relevant 

guidance. 



Consulting users of guidance 

 

 

Interactive public consultation 

at: guidanceanddata.defra.gov.uk   

 

As at 11 September: 

 
 5658 visits 

 

 500 responses 

 

 387 Twitter followers @defraregs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





Great Crested Newt  





Reform of environmental information 

obligations 

• 243 individual obligations on business to report environmental 

information to government. Cost to business of c. £180m per year. 

• Overlapping information is reported to multiple locations and in multiple 

formats with little co-ordination. A number of the government databases 

cannot “speak” to each other. 

• By March 2014 the aim is to: 

 Carry out a “zero-based” review to collect only the information that is 

essential and used; 

 Streamline how that information is collected, starting with a pilot on 

waste. 

• The review is revealing burdens arising from some EU requirements. 



Environmental information reform 

principles 

 Stop collecting information. 

 Reduce the number of transactions. 

 Businesses only notify important changes.  

 Exclude reporting of low risk activities especially those which do not 

require any active decision. 

 Offer standard rules licences for more activities. 

 Allow reporting via accredited third parties instead of government. 

 Simplify government collection of information. 

 Challenge ad hoc requests for information. 

  

 



Long term ambition - Report  once. Use many 

times. 
Current situation Future scenario 





Reform of  environmental legislation 

• UK and EU environmental legislation has evolved in a piecemeal way 

that appears fragmented, overlapping, inconsistent and complex to 

business and can act as a barrier to  both economic growth and effective 

compliance with environmental obligations.  

               “We’d be desperate if we had to read legislation up-front.” 

                                                                         (A business) 

•  > 25,000 pages of environmental laws in England. 

• EU legislation is a significant component, c. 600 environmental 

measures which account for c. 80% of regulatory costs to UK 

businesses. 

 

 



Reform of environmental legislation  

• Red Tape Challenge - UK government programme to review stock of 

regulations.  

 

• 626 environmental regulations reviewed area by area, e.g. water quality, 

biodiversity, land, etc. 

 

• Plans to improve 45%, scrap 22% and keep unchanged 33%. 

 

• Currently forecasting savings to business of >£1bn over 5 years. 

 

• Red Tape Challenge also identified reforms of EU legislation. 

 

• Prime Minister’s business-led Task Force on EU Regulation has made  

other suggestions. 

 

• Also considering options for longer term “horizontal” reform of 

environmental legislation. 



References 

Smarter Guidance and Data 

http://guidanceanddata.defra.gov.uk/ 

Red Tape Challenge 

http://www.redtapechallenge.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/home/index/ 

Prime Minister’s Taskforce on EU Regulation 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cut-eu-red-tape-

report-from-the-business-taskforce 
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