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Summary record  

Opening: Adoption of the agenda and update of membership 

      Adoption of the Meeting report of 22 March 2012 

Ms Marianne Klingbeil, Chair of the Group, introduced the main objective of this meeting: to 
discuss future work priorities and work arrangements.    

The Chair welcomed the participants and introduced the newly appointed members of the Group 
(see annex I). 

 
10:15-11:00 Further work of the High Level Group  
 
  a) Proposal to extend the mandate until the end of term of the Barroso II 

Commission  
  b) Presentation of the results of the questionnaire circulated after the last 

meeting  
  c) Identification of new topics for further work   

a) Proposal to extend the mandate until the end of term of the Barroso II Commission  

The Chair confirmed the Commission's intention to extend the mandate of the Group until the 
end of term of the Barroso II Commission (autumn 2014). The content of the mandate will not 
change as it provides sufficient flexibility to focus the work on the most relevant issues. No 
objections were voiced on the extension of the mandate and no comments were made on its 
content.  

Operational conclusions: The Chair informed members that the Commission Decision 
extending the mandate of HLG-BR should be adopted by the end of the year.  

b) Presentation of the results of the questionnaire circulated after the last meeting  

The Chair presented the results of the questionnaire on HLG-BR members' views on the future 
work priorities.  All participants find that the method of preparing the themes in subgroups is very 
useful or useful. Almost all participants found the functioning of the subgroups satisfactory, 
however, subgroups were not always very well structured and results depended on the activity of 
the chair and committed members. There was interest to work on the following topics: improving 
the regulatory framework for SMEs/Micro-enterprises, further work on evaluation and also 
implementation of EU law. Many participants wished for more exchange of best practices, 
experiences with, and training in impact assessment.  

c) Identification of new topics for further work 

The Chair invited participants to comment on the results of the questionnaire and identify any 
new topics for further work.  
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HLG-BR members welcomed the three topics for future work (improving the regulatory 
framework for SMEs/Micro-enterprises, further work on evaluation, and implementation of EU 
law), but noted that care should be taken not to duplicate the past work on evaluation or the work 
of other groups, such as HLG-AB. Some members asked what are the most urgent and useful 
topics from the Commission perspective. New topics such as the use of digital instruments and 
how to better involve end-users of legislation in its design and implementation were suggested. 
One member asked to give more information on the results of the previous thematic working 
groups, and also whether there is a possibility to organise more than two HLG-BR meetings per 
year.  

The Chair explained that the Commission will be able to finance two HLG-BR meetings per year. 
If there is a need and willingness more meetings can be organised, but HLG-BR members will 
need to cover their own costs of participation. As decided in the last meeting, the work of the 
thematic working groups was finished and the four groups were discharged. The reports from 
these groups will be published on the Commission's smart regulation website in the coming 
weeks. For transparency reasons, from this meeting onwards the HLG-BR members' views 
submitted will also be published on this website.  

The Chair explained that the topics for future work were suggested based on the Commission's 
needs. For example, the working group on evaluation of legislation could provide input to 
revision of the Commission evaluation guidelines by outlining the main challenges and possible 
solutions based on evaluation experience in Member States. There would be no overlaps with the 
HLG-AB, as there is a whole range of relevant issues that are not covered by this or other groups.  

The Chair invited HLG-BR members to share their best practices and experiences in the 
implementation of EU law, initiatives to reduce administrative burden and impact assessment 
systems in the Member States.  She mentioned for example, the Danish 'burden hunter' initiative, 
the UK red tape challenge, Finland's consultation practices and others. This does not necessarily 
need to be limited to "best" practices, but could also include experiences where lessons can be 
learned on smart regulation.  

Operational conclusions: 

- The HLG-BR established subgroups on (1) Improving regulatory framework for 
SMEs/Micro-enterprises; (2) Further work on evaluation of legislation; (3) 
Implementation of EU law.  

- The Secretariat of the HLG-BR will transmit a questionnaire to the members of the 
HLG-BR to explore if there is sufficient interest for working on two other issues 
mentioned in the meeting: digital instruments and end-users of legislation (either as 
separate sub-groups or integrated in one of the three subgroups above). In addition, 
the questionnaire will ask members to elaborate what specific issues should be 
addressed under each of the subgroups. Finally, the questionnaire will cover the 
frequency of the HLG-BR meetings.  

- The Chair invited the HLG-BR members to nominate the chairs of subgroups by 30 
November 2012 via email to the Secretariat of the HLG-BR.  

- The Chair invited the HLG-BR members to share their experiences and best practices 
on implementation of EU law, initiatives to reduce administrative burden and impact 
assessment systems in Member States. As part of each meeting there could be up to two 
such presentations. One of the presentations for the next meeting will be on the Danish 
'burden hunter' initiative. The Chair invited HLG-BR members to suggest other 
topics.   

 

 
11:00-12:15    Follow-up of the Smart Regulation Communication  
  Discussion of the input received from HLG members in the public consultation 

on smart regulation  
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The Chair presented preliminary results of the stakeholder consultation on smart regulation, 
which focused on the tools used to manage the quality of EU legislation, ways to ensure its 
effective implementation, how the views of those affected by legislation can best inform policy 
making, as well as how European institutions and Member States can best collaborate to achieve 
smart regulation goals. Stakeholders welcomed the progress made, in particular: efforts to reduce 
administrative burdens, specific measures to reduce burdens on SMEs and micro- enterprises, 
fitness checks and increased use of ex-post evaluations, impact assessments and consultations for 
new initiatives, as well as the extension of the consultation period to 12 weeks and the 
publication of roadmaps. Stakeholders provided suggestions for further improvements on: 
regulatory burdens reduction, evaluation, impact assessments, public consultation and effective 
implementation of EU legislation.  

The Chair informed the Group that the Commission is assessing the suggestions received. A 
report on the implementation of EU Smart Regulation and setting out the Agenda for the future is 
planned for adoption in December 2012. It will identify further steps to reduce the overall 
regulatory burden at EU and national levels, as well as strengthen the tools for smart regulation in 
closer cooperation with stakeholders, Member States and the European institutions.  

Many HLG-BR members welcomed that the Communication intends to further address 
regulatory and administrative burden. Some admitted that it is not easy to come up with concrete 
measures in this area at national level as well. Many welcomed the idea of updating roadmaps 
and using these more widely as a consultation tool. There are a number Member States initiatives 
for reducing regulatory burden (e.g. a new programme in the Netherlands), which could be 
presented at the next meeting.  

Operational conclusions 

- The Chair called for more input from the HLG-BR members in providing their 
Member States' experiences and examples/good practices of smart regulation.   

  
12:15-12:45    On-going work on SMEs and micro-enterprises  
  Discussion of Commission and MS initiatives  

The Chair presented the on-going work on SMEs and micro-enterprises. The Commission has 
introduced the "reversal of burden of proof" principle, which means that as a starting point micro-
enterprises are excluded from the scope of legislation unless it can be shown that they need to be 
covered. The Chair informed about the conferences held with micro companies in London, 
Stockholm, Düsseldorf and Aachen. The approach was to ask micro-enterprises directly to 
identify the problems hindering their operations and growth. Very constructive and detailed input 
was received. The Commission is preparing feedback to micro-enterprises indicating which of 
the issues raised can be addressed and how. The Top Ten consultation of most burdensome EU 
legislation is on-going and final results are expected end-December. The first scoreboard will be 
published early 2013.  

HLG-BR members welcomed the work done on SMEs and microenterprises, including the direct 
consultation approach. However, some members suggested that asking companies directly about 
the most burdensome legislation is a very resource intensive approach and questioned if it will 
produce expected results. Members asked if there is any evidence on how reversal of burden of 
proof principle works in practice. Some members hoped that the Commission will not limit the 
work only to the Top Ten most burdensome pieces of EU legislation, but will take a more 
comprehensive approach.  

The Chair informed members that an upcoming Communication on policy regarding SMEs and 
micro-enterprises will address some of the issues mentioned.  

Operational conclusions: The Chair encouraged HLG-BR members to promote the Top 
Ten consultation in their Member States and reach out to SMEs and micro-enterprises 
directly.  
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12:45-13:00 AOB/closing 

The next meeting of the HLG-BR will be scheduled in the first half of the next year (tentatively 
March).  

Members are asked to pay attention to the Council conclusions of 18-19th October, which 
welcome the Commission's intentions to withdraw a number of pending proposals and to identify 
possible areas where the regulatory burden could be lightened. This will be addressed in the next 
meeting.  

Members also suggested exploring what can be done to increase the use of impact assessments in 
the Council (including IA training for working group chairs).     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5 

ANNEX I 

 
 

Appointment of new members: 
- Czech Republic: Ms Zuzana RUSNAKOVA, Head of Unit, Coordination of 

Regulatory Impact Assessment Process, Section of the Government 
Legislative Council, and Mr Aleš PECKA, Coordination of Regulatory 
Impact Assessment Process, Section of the Government Legislative Council, 
Office of the Government of the  Czech Republic (as alternate member). 

- Germany: Ms Eileen FUCHS, Federal Chancellery, and Mr Joachim 
SMEND, Federal Ministry of Economics and Technology (as alternate 
member). 

- Denmark: Mr Sune KNUDSEN, Head of Division, Danish Business 
Authority (as alternate member). 

- Spain: Ms Rocio PEREZ DE SEVILLA RUIZ-GRANADOS, Counsellor, 
Directorate General of Administrative Modernisation, Procedures and 
Promotion of E-Government, Ministry of Treasury  and Public 
Administration  and Mr Pablo A. MUNOZ PEREZ, Technical Counsellor, 
Directorate General of Administrative Modernization, Procedures and 
Promotion of E-Government, Ministry of Treasury  and Public 
Administration (as alternate member). 

- Ireland: Ms Helen CURLEY, Principal Officer, Business Regulation and 
Company Law Policy Unit, Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, 
and Mr Don O'CONNOR, Assistant Principal, Business Regulation Unit, 
Department of Enterprise, Trade and Innovation (as alternate member). 

- The Netherlands: Mr Michel STAL, Deputy Director, Regulatory Reform 
and ICT policy, Ministry of Economic Affairs, Agriculture and Innovation, 
and Mr Stefan KORENEEF, Head International Unit Regulatory Reform and 
ICT policy, Ministry of Economic Affairs, Agriculture and Innovation (as 
alternate member).   

 

Contact:  Robert SCHARRENBORG, Telephone: +32 229-57756, 
robertus.scharrenborg@ec.europa.eu  

mailto:robertus.scharrenborg@ec.europa.eu
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