
Commission européenne/Europese Commissie, 1049 Bruxelles/Brussel, BELGIQUE/BELGIË - Tel. +32 22991111
Office: BERL 06/018 - Tel. direct line +32 229-62608 - Fax +32 229-65960

massimo.angelino@ec.europa.eu

EUROPEAN COMMISSION
SECRETARIAT-GENERAL

Directorate C
SG-C-2
Better Regulation and Impact Assessment

Group of High Level National Regulatory Experts (HLG-BR)
Meeting of the 19 November 2010

Summary records

Opening: adoption of the agenda and update of membership

Ms Klingbeil recalled that the updated list of the members of the High level Group is distributed 
and will be published on the Europa webpage after the meeting: national experts from Spain, and 
Romania were appointed as members of the HLG-BR (see annex). The Chair invited national 
experts to contact the secretariat for any problem related to the list.

1st item: Group's working methods of the HLG

Following the presentation made at the May meeting under the "Any Other Business" agenda point, 
national experts discussed possible working methods for the Group on the basis of a contribution 
co-signed by some national experts (cf. note dated 4 May 2010 addressed to Ms Day and Ms 
Klingbeil).

Ms Klingbeil invited Mr Nijland to introduce the point. He briefly recalled the key elements of the 
May note and the role that the HLG-BR could play. He mentioned some topics, such as the 
relation between innovation and regulation, that deserve could deserve further attention. There is 
also the need to avoid too many "information points" on the agenda of the Group and to discuss 
more "out of the box" issues (such as climate change or data protection). The possibility to bring 
external expertise (e.g. experts to present concrete examples of best practises at national level) into 
the discussions of the Group was also mentioned. It was alsos suggested to use more flexible and 
interactive working methods (such as working group discussions).

During the discussions the Commission recalled that the members of the Group are appointed on 
the basis of candidates proposed by the Member States and that all Member States are represented 
in the Group with high level experts: this excludes the possibility to consider national experts 
members of the Group acting in a personal capacity.

In terms of working methods the Commission confirmed its intention to rely more on working 
groups complemented by discussions in the plenary (see 3rd agenda point which proposes 
workings groups to follow-up the Smart Regulation communication). The success of the working 
groups will largely depend on the commitment of national experts to engage in this type of working 
method. The chair invited national expert to suggest items for the agenda of forthcoming meetings 
of the HLG-BR including the possibility to invite experts to share with the members of the Group 
best practises at the level of Member States.

In conclusion, the Group aims to limit information points on the agenda; national experts will 
actively contribute to the agenda by proposing issues for discussions; more informal discussions 
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will be organised by dividing the Group in working groups complemented by discussions in the 
plenary.

2nd item: Smart regulation

The Chair invited national experts to comment on the Smart Regulation Communication adopted
on the 8 October. The Special Report of the Court of Auditors following the audit of the 
Commission's Impact Assessment system and the 2009 Commission report on subsidiary were 
distributed in advance to participants as discussion background documents. The discussion showed 
a broad support for the Commission's agenda. Comments were made on the following issues: 
importance to look at the entire policy cycle; systematic ex-post evaluation and fitness checks; 
need to further improve the assessment of impacts at local/regional level and on SME's; better 
access to data; need to have tangible results while reducing administrative burdens; need to further 
improve the consultation process (large appreciation for the extension to 12 weeks); what will 
happen after 2012 when the AB reduction programme will comes to an end; need to improve the 
quantification of impacts; and assessment of implementation issues. 

3rd item: Looking forward:

The objective of this agenda point was to discuss future areas of work for the HLG-BR related to 
smart regulation. An initial discussion took already place in the May meeting. 

Four key issues (i.e. assessment of social impacts, assessing substantive amendments/update IA 
during the legislative process, evaluation and consultation) were identified in advance of the 
meeting and the Commission invited Mr Jean Maia, Ales Pecka, Damian Nussbaum and Pekka 
Nurmi to provide an initial presentation on these issues with the aim to possibly establish workings 
groups. The chair recalled that at the present stage the list of issues can be supplemented (or 
replaced) by any suggestions national experts might bring forward during the discussions.

Following the four presentations, five key issues for future work of the HLG on smart regulation 
were identified and a "rapporteur" for each group to lead and organise the work was selected. A 
kick-off meeting will take place in early February (3/2 as provisional date) where the WGs will be 
formally endorsed. Another meeting is planned before the summer break for late May (26/5 as a 
provisional date).

Operational conclusions:

- the HLG-BR agreed on five key issues as a follow-up to the Smart Regulation Communication 
and took note of the interest/availability expressed by members to organise the work of the 
following working groups:

1) assessment of social impacts - Jean Maia

2) assessment of the impact of substantive amendments and update IA in the legislative 
process - Ales Pecka

3) evaluation of existing legislation - Damian Nusbaum 

4) the consultation process - Pekka Nurmi 

5) alternative instrument to regulation – Goran Gren

- by the 1st December, members of the HLG-BR will communicate to the Secretariat of the 
Group their 3 preferences in relation to the five WG proposed;
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- the Chair of the HLG-BR in agreement with the rapporteurs will propose a list of members for 
each working group that will be finalised at the occasion of the kick-off meeting scheduled for 
the beginning of February.

AOB/closing

The chair closed the meeting recalling that a meeting of the SPOCs will take place after the lunch 
break under the chair of Ms Pons in the same meeting room.

(04 February 2011)

Contact points: 
Mr Angelino SG.C2 (62608) Secretariat of the HLG-BR;
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ANNEXE

Appointment on new member:

- Romania: Mr Romulus-Andrei BENA (Counsellor for European Affairs) from the 
Directorate EU law, Legislative Harmonisation, Department for European Affairs, 
Government of Romania and Ms Claudia SECU as his alternate.

- Spain: Ms Pilar Gonzales PUENTE, Sous-directeur général d'amélioration et 
simplification du règlement de la procédure, Secrétariat d'Etat de la Fonction 
Publique, Ministère de la Présidence (Ms Joaquin Acosta, confirmed as alternate)

Formal designation from Member States is awaited to proceed for a formal 
appointment for: 

- Austria: Ms Barbara POCH, from the Economic Policy and Internal market 
department in the Federal Ministry of Economy, Family and Youth, Austria

- Germany: Ms Kirsten SCHOLL, head of the European Better Regulation Division 
in the European Policy Department of the Federal Ministry of Economic and 
technology

- Slovakia: Mr Dusan JURIK, Permanent Representation, Enterprise and Industry 
Counsellor

(as for the 19 November 2010)


