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Socio-Economic Sciences and Humanities in FP7
SSH Programme structure (2007 – 2013)

The Social Sciences and Humanities The Social Sciences and Humanities programmeprogramme is structured is structured 
according to the according to the major challenges major challenges facing the EU and the facing the EU and the 
World:World:
–– Lisbon and postLisbon and post--Lisbon strategy on growth & employment, Lisbon strategy on growth & employment, 

knowledge societyknowledge society
−− Sustainable Development strategy combining economic, social and Sustainable Development strategy combining economic, social and 

environmental objectives (including energy, agriculture, rural aenvironmental objectives (including energy, agriculture, rural and nd 
urban issues)urban issues)

−− Major trends in Societal Changes: demography, migration, family,Major trends in Societal Changes: demography, migration, family,
youth,  quality of life, cultural interactionsyouth,  quality of life, cultural interactions

−− Globalisation and EU in the world; conflicts and peaceGlobalisation and EU in the world; conflicts and peace
−− participation, democracy, citizenship; European diversities and participation, democracy, citizenship; European diversities and 

commonalitiescommonalities
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Addressing Addressing cross cuttingcross cutting activities:activities:
−− SocioSocio--economic and scientific indicators,economic and scientific indicators,
−− Foresight / Forward LookingForesight / Forward Looking activitiesactivities

CommunicationCommunication & & exploitationexploitation of resultsof results
–– supporting evidencesupporting evidence--base EU & national policy making,base EU & national policy making,
–– Supporting the ERA Vision 2020 objectives,Supporting the ERA Vision 2020 objectives,

–– integration and visibility of EU research.integration and visibility of EU research.

•• EuropeanEuropean added valueadded value, with a good , with a good balancebalance between between 

–– researchers and stakeholders (ex: social platforms) researchers and stakeholders (ex: social platforms) 
–– disciplines (economic, social, cultural, policy, international)disciplines (economic, social, cultural, policy, international), , 
–– methodology (quantitative and qualitative, participative approamethodology (quantitative and qualitative, participative approach),ch),
–– geographical levels (local, regional, national, Europe and worlgeographical levels (local, regional, national, Europe and world);d);

Socio-Economic Sciences and Humanities in FP7 
Key Features
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The SSH programme
second period 2010 – 2013

Rationale for a Rationale for a new SSH approachnew SSH approach 2010 2010 –– 2013:2013:

–– Need to create a solid knowledge base on which EuropeNeed to create a solid knowledge base on which Europe--wide, visionary, wide, visionary, 
comparative, multidisciplinary research can be builtcomparative, multidisciplinary research can be built

–– Need to avoid the high fragmentation of EU and national researchNeed to avoid the high fragmentation of EU and national research in SSH in SSH 
=> Increased knowledge on the => Increased knowledge on the EUEU’’ss major challenges;major challenges;

Societal ChallengeSocietal Challenge = SSH = SSH large scalelarge scale research projectsresearch projects

–– Take stock of Take stock of past related research past related research in this field;in this field;
–– MultiMulti--annual research actions addressing the different dimensions of tannual research actions addressing the different dimensions of this his 

challenge, challenge, forward looking dimension forward looking dimension and and dissemination;dissemination;
–– Contribute to Contribute to support EU policiessupport EU policies, the European Research Area in SSH , the European Research Area in SSH 

and its and its international dimension;international dimension;
–– Development of input for Development of input for infrastructuresinfrastructures: databases, indicators, modelling : databases, indicators, modelling 

frameworks.frameworks.

«« New ApproachNew Approach»» focuses on a mix of Societal Challenges and Topics focuses on a mix of Societal Challenges and Topics 
to be addressed in the SSH activitiesto be addressed in the SSH activities
–– «« Road MapRoad Map »» 20102010--2013 with indicative distribution of 2013 with indicative distribution of Societal Societal 

ChallengesChallenges and and TopicsTopics for the future Work Programmesfor the future Work Programmes



20/10/2009 DG Research / L.2 5

New approach implemented - Road Map 2010-2013
Building on Societal Challenges for the EU 

Identification of important Identification of important ““Societal ChallengesSocietal Challenges”” for the EU where for the EU where 
each of the Challenges is addressed by a specific large scaleeach of the Challenges is addressed by a specific large scale set of set of 
research actionsresearch actions
–– funding scheme: a funding scheme: a large scalelarge scale integrating integrating research projectresearch project
–– minimumminimum requested EC contribution: 6.5 million eurosrequested EC contribution: 6.5 million euros

Still a continued presence of Still a continued presence of ““conventional topicsconventional topics”” corresponding corresponding 
to specific aspects of Social Sciences and Humanitiesto specific aspects of Social Sciences and Humanities
–– funding scheme: funding scheme: small to mediumsmall to medium--sizesize research projectresearch project
–– maximummaximum requested EC contribution: 2.7 million eurosrequested EC contribution: 2.7 million euros

For For somesome keykey challenges, a challenges, a ““social social platformplatform”” cancan help to help to prepareprepare
thethe groundground for for thethe actualactual researchresearch / / societalsocietal challengechallenge
–– funding scheme: coordination and support action (supporting)funding scheme: coordination and support action (supporting)
–– maximummaximum requested EC contribution: 1.5 million eurosrequested EC contribution: 1.5 million euros
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Requested by the Council and the Parliament:Requested by the Council and the Parliament:

–– To tackle To tackle complex societal problemscomplex societal problems, and , and 

–– to catch to catch different perspectivesdifferent perspectives and and involve stakeholders involve stakeholders 
(policy makers, civil society, researchers, (policy makers, civil society, researchers, ……).).

The aim is to build a The aim is to build a research agendaresearch agenda for for EU and Member StatesEU and Member States with with 
scientists and stakeholders (mainly Civil Society Organisations scientists and stakeholders (mainly Civil Society Organisations (CSO) (CSO) 
including policy makers);including policy makers);

Already 2 Social Platforms: Already 2 Social Platforms: Cities & Social CohesionCities & Social Cohesion, , Families;Families;

–– A A balanced representationbalanced representation of scientists and of scientists and CSOsCSOs is necessary;is necessary;

–– Preliminary Preliminary Stock tackingStock tacking and and Forward lookingForward looking activitiesactivities are expected;are expected;

–– The The topicstopics generated by the Platform are Collaborative projects/generated by the Platform are Collaborative projects/CSO type.CSO type.

The Social Platform
A new instrument in FP7/SSH
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The elements of the Social Platform on 
Sustainable Lifestyles (call text - 1/2)

The IssueThe Issue: : ““key tasks in the early 21st centurykey tasks in the early 21st century””
–– reduce the levels of reduce the levels of energyenergy & & environmental environmental resourcesresources & & 

transporttransport servicesservices,,
–– while at the same time improving the while at the same time improving the quality of lifequality of life for all in the for all in the 

context of an context of an ageingageing societysociety. . 

= = «« new sustainable ways ofnew sustainable ways of living, moving, living, moving, 
consumingconsuming »».

The ambitionThe ambition:: A A social platformsocial platform on on ‘‘sustainable lifestylesustainable lifestyle’’
–– to define a to define a research agendaresearch agenda in the area in the area 
–– driven by driven by societal concernssocietal concerns / stakeholders/ stakeholders’’ involvementinvolvement
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The elements of the Social Platform on 
Sustainable Lifestyles (call text - 2/2)

Mandate Mandate andand activitiesactivities::
–– Take into account previous research (at national and EU level) /Take into account previous research (at national and EU level) /

current knowledgecurrent knowledge……
–– …… and economic, social, legal and cultural imperatives;and economic, social, legal and cultural imperatives;
–– To facilitate the exchange of experiences;To facilitate the exchange of experiences;
–– To develop structures of analysis on current initiatives and To develop structures of analysis on current initiatives and 

practices;practices;
–– To elaborate future perspectives about lifestyles, as well as To elaborate future perspectives about lifestyles, as well as 

associated policies and measures.associated policies and measures.

Consortium & participationConsortium & participation::
–– A large number of stakeholders including Civil Society A large number of stakeholders including Civil Society 

Organisations (Organisations (CSOsCSOs) will have to participate to this platform, ) will have to participate to this platform, 
–– representing a wide variety of sectors from research and representing a wide variety of sectors from research and 

education to industry, services and society at large.education to industry, services and society at large.
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The Policy / Sectoral Relevance of the
Social Platform on Sustainable Lifestyles

SustainableSustainable, , EnvironmentEnvironment andand Land use:Land use: Climate Change Climate Change 
(mitigation & adaptation) (mitigation & adaptation) -- Renewable Energy Policy 2020 Renewable Energy Policy 2020 --
Green Green EmploymentEmployment OpportunitiesOpportunities
TechnologyTechnology:: Links to European Links to European TechnologyTechnology PlatformsPlatforms ––
technologytechnology breakthroughbreakthrough & & riskrisk assessmentassessment
EconomicEconomic: European Innovation : European Innovation StrategyStrategy –– SustainableSustainable
ConsumptionConsumption & Production& Production
SocialSocial: : HealthyHealthy LifestylesLifestyles & Public & Public HealthHealth –– Consumer Consumer 
Protection Protection –– Living conditions: Living conditions: workingworking movingmoving, , learninglearning, , 
leasureleasure, , ……
RegulationRegulation: : reorientationreorientation ofof behaviourbehaviour accordingaccording to to constraintsconstraints
(social, (social, environmentalenvironmental, , ……))
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Stock-Taking in SSH

StockStock--Taking has 3 objectives:Taking has 3 objectives:

(1)  To identify the existing knowledge and to build new (1)  To identify the existing knowledge and to build new 
knowledge upon the existing one;knowledge upon the existing one;

(2)(2) To identify weakness or gaps in the existing knowledge To identify weakness or gaps in the existing knowledge 
according specific needs of new knowledge identified in the according specific needs of new knowledge identified in the 
Societal Challenge;Societal Challenge;

(3)(3) To be exploited as evidence basis for policyTo be exploited as evidence basis for policy--making.making.

The already existing StockThe already existing Stock--Taking should be considered !Taking should be considered !
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Forward-looking activities (FLA)
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Some advice:
Stock taking is crucial

On FP6          and FP7On FP6          and FP7

European Comparative European Comparative 
research resultsresearch results

As As wellwell as as onon
••NationalNational
••RegionalRegional
••LocalLocal, , ……
EvidenceEvidence
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Thank you for your attention!
Good luck for your application!

Important websites:
FP7 call info:

http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/dc/index.cfm?
fuseaction=UserSite.FP7CallsPage

SSH home page:
http://ec.europa.eu/research/social-

sciences/index_en.html

Cordis home page:
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/home_en.html


