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From 1975 until 1987 he was employed by the Netherlands Institute for Dairy
Research (NIZO food research) where he finished his thesis on nutrition and
osteoporosis. In 1987 he became head of the Physiology department at TNO
Nutrition and Food Research in Zeist and from 1998 until 2000 he was employed
by Campina (DMV International). For this company he founded in 1999 a
nutrition research centre in Wageningen. In 1996 (until now) he became part-time
professor in Nutrition and Food at the Wageningen University. In 2000 he
returned to TNO to become business director in food, health and safety.

Gertjan Schaafsma is science coordinator of the Nutrition Task Force of the
European Whey Products Association. Gertjan Schaafsma is member of the
National Health Council, of the scientific board of the National Osteoporosis
Foundation, the advisory board of the Netherlands Nutrition Journal ‘Voeding Nu’
and of the National Academy of Nutrition Sciences and of the Novel Food
Committee of the Ministry of Public Health, Welfare and Sports. Recently he
chaired the committee of the National Health Council on dietary guidelines for
dietary fiber. His expertise is particularly in the area of functional foods, health
claims, bone metabolism, nutrition and sports and the physiology of the gastro-
intestinal tract.



