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Nr Question Answer provided 

1 In the “Topic conditions and documents” section 
for both calls there is an information that “The 
project can be either national or transnational”. 
Do I understand correctly that this means that 
an organisation can apply for a project which 
would be carried out in Poland together with a 
Polish partner, and with no partners from 
abroad? 

According to the eligibility of the application, the project 
must involve at least two organisations (applicant and 
partner). If the organisations are only from Poland and the 
project activities are carried out only in Poland, this will be 
considered as a national project. If the partnership includes 
organisations from other countries that participate in the 
REC Programme (EU MS, Iceland and Liechtenstein), such 
project will be considered as transnational.  
In the calls for proposals mentioned, the EC supports both 
types of projects. All projects will be assessed against the 
award criteria, including the European added value of the 
project (15 points) – ref. Guide for Applicants – Action 
Grants 2018 (page 36 – 37) - 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/other_
eu_prog/common/just-rec-guide-applicants-18_en.pdf. It 
means that in case of a national project, you will need to 
demonstrate its EU added value (e.g. transferability of the 
project methodology and/or deliverables and/or results at 
the EU level). 
Please let me also draw your attention to the following 
statement of the call: "While proposals do not need to be 
transnational, the added value of projects involving 
organisations from more than one participating country is 
of particular interest". 

2 Will the following calls be available in French? 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/port
al/desktop/en/opportunities/rec/topics/rec-
rrac-raci-ag-2018.html  
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/port
al/desktop/en/opportunities/rec/topics/rec-
rrac-online-ag-2018.html  
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/port
al/desktop/en/opportunities/rec/topics/rec-
rdis-disc-ag-2018.html   
And if yes, when and where are the French 
version going to be available? 

In the annex of the REC AWP 2018 in French you will find 
general information about the mentioned calls for 
proposals. The individual call notices published on the 
Participant Portal include more elaborated details, 
however, they are available only in English.  
Also, for reasons of efficiency, we encourage all applicants 
to submit their proposals in English (Guide for Applicants – 
Action Grants 2018, page 16). 

3 1) Is there an indicative budget per proposal 
that is recommended by EC (beside the 
minimum EU grant requested at EUR 75,000)?  
2) The maximum co-financing rate is 80%. Does 
it mean that it can be lower? How and under 
which criteria is established the co-financing 
rate for the single proposal? 

1) Budget per proposal - The budget per proposal depends 
on the size of the partnership; the number, type and scope 
of the project activities, and foreseen outputs and results. 
Please note that the maximum amount earmarked for this 
call is EUR 1.500.000 and we aim is to co-fund several 
projects. 
2) Co-financing rate - Yes, the co-financing rate can be 
lower than the cap limit of 80% of the total eligible costs. 
This decision is made by the applicant. It depends on the 
financial capacity of the applicant to cover the outstanding 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/other_eu_prog/common/just-rec-guide-applicants-18_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/other_eu_prog/common/just-rec-guide-applicants-18_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/rec/topics/rec-rrac-raci-ag-2018.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/rec/topics/rec-rrac-raci-ag-2018.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/rec/topics/rec-rrac-raci-ag-2018.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/rec/topics/rec-rrac-online-ag-2018.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/rec/topics/rec-rrac-online-ag-2018.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/rec/topics/rec-rrac-online-ag-2018.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/rec/topics/rec-rdis-disc-ag-2018.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/rec/topics/rec-rdis-disc-ag-2018.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/rec/topics/rec-rdis-disc-ag-2018.html
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balance with other sources of funding. 

4 I am helping an Italian newly founded no profit 
entity composed of young journalists and 
reporters which cooperate with an online 
newspaper to set up and define their project to 
prevent and counter hate speech online.  
[…]are the objectives eligible for this call? 
Can a newly founded no profit entity 
(established in 2018) apply for a PIC number and 
be the lead applicant? Prospective financial data 
for one year only would be enough to prove the 
financial capacity or would we need to provide 
further guarantees? Do we need to provide 
financial data for all the participants or those of 
the lead applicant are enough? 

The activities and the target groups as described in your e-
mail fall within the scope of the REC-RRAC-ONLINE-AG-
2018 call for proposals. 

5 Documents to be attached: the letter from the 
public authority supporting the application (if 
applicable), is it mandatory or not? 

Please note that for the call for proposals REC-RRAC-
ONLINE-AG-2018, the support letter from the public 
authority (Annex 5) is not a mandatory annex. 

6 One of our researchers has asked us whether 
(s)he could coordinate two proposals from two 
different calls at the same time (REC-RRAC-
ONLINE-AG-2018; REC-RRAC-RACI-AG-2018). 
We’ve checked the Work programme and we 
have not seen any incompatibility related to the 
coordination of two proposals from two 
different calls at the same time. However, could 
you confirm us that the is no incompatibility? 

There is a mention in our guide for applicants that it is 
possible for one organisation to coordinate 2 different 
proposals under the REC calls, but please pay attention to 
any possible duplication issues and make sure that there is 
sufficient operational and financial capacity in your 
organisation in case both projects were to be co-financed.  
 

7 1) what is the budget maximum? In Section 2.3 
c, of ‘Topic Conditions and Documents’ on the  it 
mentions that the minimum requested grant is 
EUR 75,000.  However, I cannot see where a 
maximum is given.  
 
2) in Section  2.1, may I ask which candidate and 
associate countries are currently eligible?  

1) There is no limit on the amount per grant to be 
requested. Nevertheless please consider that the available 
budget of this call for proposal is EUR 1 500 000, which is 
intended to co-finance more than one grant. 
 
2) At this moment, there are neither candidate nor 
associated countries eligible under this call for proposals. 
As indicated in section “2.1 List of eligible countries: The 
Member States (MS) of the European Union (EU), including 
their overseas departments, Iceland and Liechtenstein. 
[…]Should a candidate or associated country join the 
Programme during the call process, a notification will be 
posted on the Participant Portal”. 

8 Our organization is willing to submit a proposal 
as Lead Partner under this call. An Onlus is by 
legal form a no profit institution for social utility. 
Is the fact that we are Onlus, therefore by legal 
form no profit, enough to prove our no profit 
nature? 
In addition to that our statute states that it is 

If an Onlus is legally a non-profit organisation, then your 
organisation is eligible to apply in this call for proposals, 
either as a lead applicant or as a co-applicant (partner). For 
instance, the statute of your organisation will be checked 
against eligibility criteria. 
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forbidden to distribute profits unless that is 
foreseen by the law or in the case they are 
trasferred to another Onlus that by statute/law 
is part of the same organization. 

9 I represent a non-profit non-governmental 
organization in Sweden working on Online hate 
monitor. […] We are interested in international 
collaboration with other initiatives and we also 
look for possible funding opportunities within 
the EC programs. Are there any upcoming calls 
that we would fit into? 

From the description of your organisation, the call for 
proposals to monitor, prevent and counter hate speech 
online REC-RRAC-ONLINE-AG-2018 may be interesting for 
you. Access in the following link: 
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop
/en/opportunities/rec/topics/rec-rrac-online-ag-2018.html 
 

10 I have not found the highest EU grant request 
for this call. I see it has to be higher than EUR 
75.000 

There is no limit on the amount per grant to be requested. 
Nevertheless please consider that the available budget of 
this call for proposal is EUR 1 500 000, which is intended to 
co-finance more than one grant. 

11 We are preparing a proposal as a lead applicant 
for the REC-RRAC-ONLINE-AG-2018. 
We have also been invited to be a co-applicant 
(partner) in the restricted call REC-RRAC-HATE-
AG-2018. 
My question is if me or my host institution can 
participate in both calls (one as lead applicant 
and the other as partner) or if there is any 
restriction. 

There is no restriction. An organization can apply for grants 
in a call with more than one proposals and also in more 
than one call. In each proposal it can be a lead partner or a 
co-applicant (partner), with no difference. However, please 
pay attention to any possible duplication issues and make 
sure that there is sufficient operational and financial 
capacity in your organisation in case both projects were to 
be co-financed. 

12 I would like to ask you if it is possible to have a 
discussion with you on the content of our 
proposal. 

For any questions you may have or guidance you may 
need, you are invited to write to this functional mailbox. 
Should you have a particular topic in mind, and you are in 
doubt whether it can fall within the priorities for the call, 
let us know and we will provide you with an answer. We 
are not in a position to have a phone conversation. 

13 1) The people that are partners in a company 
(which will be partner in the proposal) are both 
owners and working as individual legal entities 
(with VAT) for the company itself (contract 
other than an employment contract). There are 
no employees. 
Provided that the company is compliant with 
the Eligibility criteria of the REC Guidelines 
(legally established), we kindly ask your 
confirmation that their personnel costs are 
eligible expenditures. 
We are asking this since the guidelines mention 
the "contracts other than an employment 
contract", but they do not explicitly mention the 
case of the company owners (but does not 
forbid it). 
We consider this case as equivalent to an SME 

Their personnel costs are eligible expenditures. 
Please refer to the text of the call for proposals: 
12. Provisions, proposal templates and evaluation forms for 
the type(s) of action(s) under this topic 
 Annex on financial provisions (p.11) 
“3. DETAILED PROVISIONS ON ELIGIBLE EXPENDITURE 
(ARTICLE 6.2 OF THE GRANT AGREEMENT) 
3.1. Direct Personnel Costs (Category A) 
3.1.3. Non-permanent staff / external persons assimilated 
to staff 
A natural person (individual) can be contracted (e.g. a civil 
contract, a free-lance contract, an expert contract, a 
service contract with self-employed person ("in house 
consultant")). The costs of the natural person can be 
reported under personnel costs (Category A) if the 
following conditions are met: 
– the individual concerned works for the Beneficiary with a 

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/rec/topics/rec-rrac-online-ag-2018.html
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/rec/topics/rec-rrac-online-ag-2018.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/other_eu_prog/common/just-rec_annex-call-proposals_ag-18_en.pdf
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without employees, and we ask which of the 
cases listed at page 62-63 of the Guidelines 
(Documentation of Personnel costs) we have to 
refer to. 
Or, do we have to consider it as similar to the 
the case A.6 of the Direct Personnel costs 
mentioned in the H2020 AM Grant Agreement 
at pg. 43? : 
" A.4 Costs of owners of beneficiaries that are 
small and medium-sized enterprises (‘SME 
owners’), who are working on the action and 
who do not receive a salary are eligible 
personnel costs, if they correspond to the 
amount per unit set out in Annex 2a multiplied 
by the number of actual hours worked on the 
action. " 
In this case, which calculation method do we 
have to use? 
What supporting documentation is requested 
for these expenditures? 

contract of employment or an assimilated contract 
explicitly linking the person to the action; 
– the person works under the Beneficiary's 
instructions/supervision and, unless otherwise agreed with 
the Beneficiary, on the premises of the Beneficiary; 
– the result of the work belongs to the Beneficiary; 
– the costs are reasonable and not significantly different 
from the costs of staff performing similar tasks under an 
employment contract with the Beneficiary.” 
  

14 I am waiting for the PIC numbers from applicant 
organizations. I was searching for word 
application (draft), so I can start writing texts 
while waiting. I am aware that I have to insert 
the text online, but would also like to start the 
creative part (or rather carry on due to the 
questions in the application form). Will not have 
anything against the copy of budget  draft 
either. 
I was searching on 
http://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/just/item-
detail.cfm?item_id=611776 and was not able to 
find it. 

Part A – Administrative forms is a dynamic form which is 
not available in MS Word.  
For Part B – Project description and implementation, we 
prefer that you download the file yourself through the 
submission system. 
The pdf templates of Part A and B are available at: 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/other_
eu_prog/common/tpl/pt/justice-rec_call-ag-pt-18_en.pdf. 

15 The part B, standard proposal template, have a 
characters limits for almost each section. So, I 
would like to know what you mean for 
maximum characters. Do you mean characters 
without spaces (so we need to count just each 
single word) or characters with spaces (dot, 
comma etc..). 

For sections with the characters limits (maximum number 
of characters), we count only characters without spaces. 3 
sections do not have a character limit (sections: 1.2. - 
Definition of the problem, 1.6. - Methodology and 1.12. - 
Dissemination strategy), however, overall, the page limit 
for Part B of your proposal is 30 pages. Any text after page 
30 will be watermarked and evaluators will not take those 
pages into consideration. 

16 The call suggests not to have more than 6 
partners. It is mandatory? Or it is possible to 
have more partners? 
It is necessary to attach a child protection 
document for each partner or it is possible to 
upload only one document, shared and signed 
by each partner? 

1) According to point “10.4 Multi-beneficiary projects - … 
we encourage the applicants to limit the size of the 
proposed partnerships to a maximum of 6 organisations 
(applicant and co-applicants)”. It is not mandatory and it is 
possible to have more partners. 
2) If a project will involve direct contact with children, the 
beneficiaries of funding (including partners) need to 

http://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/just/item-detail.cfm?item_id=611776
http://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/just/item-detail.cfm?item_id=611776
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/other_eu_prog/common/tpl/pt/justice-rec_call-ag-pt-18_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/other_eu_prog/common/tpl/pt/justice-rec_call-ag-pt-18_en.pdf
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provide their child protection/safeguarding policy, if they 
work directly with children during the project. 
Each partner should provide their own child protection 
policy if they will be working directly with children. 
As only once document shall be uploaded, please include 
there the child protection policies of all partners with 
respective signature. 

17 We are considering submitting a research 
proposal on the REC call on online hate speech.  
Since the overall budget for this call is (only) 
1.500.000€ we were wondering if there are any 
guidelines for us in terms of budgeting. 
1) How many projects do you hope to fund on 
this budget?  
2) What is the average amount being budgeted 
for REC action grants?  
3) In the call itself it seems the link is being 
established between online hate speech and 
(organized) extremism. Is that what the 
Commission is aiming for here, or are also other 
(more individual and everyday) forms of online 
hate speech part of the scope? 

1) Under this call for proposals, the Commission intends to 
fund between 3 and 6 proposals. 
2) Action grants awarded within this call for proposals in 
2017 were between € 170,000 and € 600,000. For detailed 
information please refer to 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/doc/call/
rec/rec-rrac-online-ag-2017/1827625-rec-rrac-online-ag-
2017_-_abstracts_of_selected_proposals_en.pdf  
3) With reference to the call notice, the call shall fund 
activities aim at research and analysis of the sociological 
landscape relating to the origin and spread of hate speech 
on social media platforms, both when it comes to everyday 
manifestations at societal level and when organised 
extremist groups are involved. 

18 I would like to receive an answer about the 
budget table of the e-form Part A. 
The BUDGET TABLE, lacks the cell "other 
income" needed to introduce the amount of co-
financing by each project partner. The only cell 
appearing in the column "Estimated Income" 
is "H receipts". I attach you a screenshot so you 
can see the cell missing.  

 
 

For this year’s calls for proposals, the budgetary table does 
not contain the field for “Other income”. The calculation is 
done automatically even though the column is not 
displayed in the table. 
 
Please follow instructions indicated in the Guide for 
Applicants, in particular pages 18 – 21: 
 
“In column H (receipts), the applicants should indicate 
project generated income and financial contributions given 
by third parties to the beneficiary specifically to be used to 
cover eligible costs. Column H must be manually filled in.  
 
Column I (other Income) is automatically calculated and 
represents the amount necessary to balance the total 
eligible costs against the requested EU contribution 
(column J) and receipts (column H). This amount represents 
the applicant(s) own contribution to the action. The 
breakdown per partner is indicative." 
 
Please also note that according to the good public 
administration we have 15 calendar days to respond to 
your inquiry. There is no need to multiply the same request 
as we respond consistently to all requests sent from the 
applicants. Priority is given to urgent issues, such as the 
technical issue with the abstract that you had recently 
experienced.      

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/doc/call/rec/rec-rrac-online-ag-2017/1827625-rec-rrac-online-ag-2017_-_abstracts_of_selected_proposals_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/doc/call/rec/rec-rrac-online-ag-2017/1827625-rec-rrac-online-ag-2017_-_abstracts_of_selected_proposals_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/doc/call/rec/rec-rrac-online-ag-2017/1827625-rec-rrac-online-ag-2017_-_abstracts_of_selected_proposals_en.pdf
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19 May we present the project in Italian language? 
 

You can apply with a proposal written in Italian language, 
even though for reasons of efficiency the Commission 
advises applicants to use English. 
With reference to the text of the call for proposals: 
"1. Admissibility requirements 
.... (d)   Applications must be drafted in one of the EU 
official languages (Note: for reasons of efficiency, the 
Commission advises Applicants to use English)" 

20 We are a public and for profit organisation. Is 
our organisation eligible under this call? 

According to the information provided, your organisation is 
an eligible organisation and may submit a proposal as 
applicant. 

21 I would like to know if in the "Annex 2 - Annual 
Activity Report for the last available year", I 
should add the Balance sheet and Income 
statement of the coordinator for the year 2017 
or is it just a descriptive report of the activities 
of the coordinator? 

In "Annex 2 - Annual Activity Report for the last available 
year", there is no need to attach now the balance sheet 
and income statement of the coordinator. 

22 I would like to know if it is possible to foresee 
travel subsistence and fees to take part to the 
annual conference of an international network 
and a European network to present and 
disseminate our project.  
Could it be considered an added value to the 
project? 

Travel substance and fees to participate in annual 
conferences of international/European networks shall be 
eligible, provided that participation to these events is 
consistent with the proposal and that the events take place 
in Europe (very exceptionally outside Europe). Added value 
it is not a criterion per se. 

23 1) Could you please confirm that online media 
are among social platforms / Internet 
companies, which means that a project referring 
to online media platforms falls under the third 
priority of the call (projects aimed at countering 
illegal hat speech online on social platforms / 
Internet companies)? 
2) Moreover, based on the description of the 
activities, any ICT tool to be developed under 
this call should only refer to online repositories 
of court jurisprudence and/or concrete cases of 
manifestations of illegal hate speech or it could 
also perform other tasks following the priorities 
of the call, for example identify cases of hate 
speech of a specific content in online media? 
3) Does the development of a tool that detects 
cases of manifestations of illegal online hate 
speech fall under the eligible activities of the 
call? 

1) Yes, online media are among social platforms / Internet 
companies. 
2) Yes, ICT tool shall refer to online repositories of court 
jurisprudence and/or concrete cases of manifestations of 
illegal hate speech, as well as perform other tasks following 
the priorities of the call, for example identify cases of hate 
speech of a specific content in online media. 
3) Yes, the development of a tool that detects cases of 
manifestations of illegal online hate speech falls under the 
eligible activities of the call. 

24 if a partner has a DECLARED pic which has not 
yet been VALIDATED can we still include them as 
partners in the proposal? 

Yes, applicant and partners do not need to have a validated 
PIC to submit a proposal.  Validation of the PIC can be done 
later, usually it is requested at the grant agreement 
preparation if the proposal is successful. 
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25 I would like to ask about the budget of this call. I 
understand that the Commission will give a 
maximum of 1,5 million. I saw there is a limit as 
to the lowest amount someone can ask for. 
However, I did not see anything about the 
highest amount. Becuase the amount available 
is small compared to other calls I was wondering 
whether there is any guideline as to the 
maximum amount that will be given to each 
project? 
I fear for example submitting something which 
costs 800 000 as this would mean only 1 or 2 
more projects would be funded. Maybe for this 
call the Commission is looking for something 
smaller per project? 

There is no limit on the amount per grant to be requested. 
Nevertheless please consider that the available budget of 
this call for proposal is EUR 1 500 000, which is intended to 
co-finance more than one grant. 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/doc/call/
rec/rec-rrac-online-ag-2018/1830134-questions-
answers_rec-rrac-online-ag-2018_en.pdf 
Action grants awarded within this call for proposals in 2017 
were between € 170,000 and € 600,000. For detailed 
information please refer to: 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/doc/call/
rec/rec-rrac-online-ag-2017/1827625-rec-rrac-online-ag-
2017_-_abstracts_of_selected_proposals_en.pdf 

26 One of our partner is member of another 
project which will be presented under the same 
call “For proposals to monitor, prevent and 
counter hate speech online” (REC-RRAC-
ONLINE-AG-2018).  
We would like to ask if it is possible that this 
partner will be a partner in these two projects? 

There is no restriction. An organization can apply for grants 
in a call with more than one proposals and also in more 
than one call. In each proposal it can be a lead partner or a 
co-applicant (partner), with no difference. However, please 
pay attention to any possible duplication issues and make 
sure that there is sufficient operational and financial 
capacity in your organisation in case both projects were to 
be co-financed 

27 1) Am I understanding the call correctly, are the 
awarded projects expected to start 9 months 
after the submission deadline? 
2) Should we consider this 9 month period as 
the earliest possible date to start the project? 
Or is that the fixed date for all projects? Or is 
the 6 month period the minimum? 

1) With reference to the text of the call, it is possible that 
the project will start 9 months after the final date for the 
submission of the proposal: 
7. Timetable 
The maximum time for the European Commission to inform 
all applicants is six months from the final date for the 
submission of complete proposals as specified in the call. 
The maximum time to sign grant agreements is within 
three months from the date of information of the 
successful applicants. 
Those time limits may be exceeded in exceptional cases, in 
particular for complex actions, if there is a large number of 
proposals or due to delays attributable to the applicants. 
2) The European Commission has a maximum time of six 
months, from the final date for the submission of complete 
proposals, to inform all applicants. From that date, there 
are maximum three months to sign grant agreements. 

28 I noticed some differences between the 
priorities entered in the Annual work plan 2018 
and those published on the portal call. I'd like to 
know what are the actual priorities. 

The annual work programme (2018) outlines the priorities 
which are then further detailed in the calls for proposals. In 
reply to a call, please refer to the text of the call for 
proposal. 

29 We are drafting a project proposal which is 
based on the development and testing 
technologies for automatic responses to online 
hate speeches. 

You may indicate “software” as a deliverable by writing it in 
the column “specify, if applicable”. 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/doc/call/rec/rec-rrac-online-ag-2018/1830134-questions-answers_rec-rrac-online-ag-2018_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/doc/call/rec/rec-rrac-online-ag-2018/1830134-questions-answers_rec-rrac-online-ag-2018_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/doc/call/rec/rec-rrac-online-ag-2018/1830134-questions-answers_rec-rrac-online-ag-2018_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/doc/call/rec/rec-rrac-online-ag-2017/1827625-rec-rrac-online-ag-2017_-_abstracts_of_selected_proposals_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/doc/call/rec/rec-rrac-online-ag-2017/1827625-rec-rrac-online-ag-2017_-_abstracts_of_selected_proposals_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/doc/call/rec/rec-rrac-online-ag-2017/1827625-rec-rrac-online-ag-2017_-_abstracts_of_selected_proposals_en.pdf
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The project activities will include both academic 
studies (juridical and sociological) and  
technology development, in order to develop 
analytical models, process and technological 
tool. 
I see that deliverables such as "software" or 
technologies in general are not mentioned in 
the drop down menus of Aneex3. 
Should we consider the software as an 
intermediate deliverable, and therefore not 
mention in Annex 3? And in Annex 3 we just 
mention, for instance, the evaluation and 
analysis reports deriving from the testing of the 
technology? 
Or, how should we include it in the annex, 
considering the given categories of deliverables? 

30 In eligibility criteria, it is written that: 
"The applicant and partners must be public 
entities or private  
organizations, duly established in one of the 
countries participating in  
the programme, or international organizations. 
Organizations which are  
profit-oriented must submit applications in 
partnership with public  
entities or private non-profit organizations." 
My question: Is it intended also companies in 
lieu of organizations? 

Indeed, it is intended also companies. 

31 1) When I create an id form the partners receive 
a communication. Do they have to do some 
procedure to accept the invitation in the 
consortium? 
2) I saw the mandatory annex are: CVs, annual 
report, child protection policy, indicators 
project description. Anything about balance of 
the applicant? 
3) I saw as applicant we need to complete the 
LEAR part. Is it correct? 

1) Partners are not required to provide any proof of 
accepting the invitation. 
2) If by balance you intend financial statements, please 
refer to Guide for applicants (p.32) “4.1. Financial capacity” 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/other_
eu_prog/common/just-rec-guide-applicants-18_en.pdf 
3) According to Guide for applicants (p.13) 
“1.3 Register your organisation - Beneficiary Register 
….. Please note that if the registered organisation is 
selected to receive EU funding, the 'self-registrant' will be 
replaced by the appointed representative LEAR (Legal 
Entity Appointed Representative). This person will then be 
the only person able to provide further updates.” 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/other_
eu_prog/common/just-rec-guide-applicants-18_en.pdf 
For further details, please see Participant Portal H2020 
Online Manual: 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-
funding-guide/index_en.htm. 

32 My laboratory (X) has been invited to participate The text of the call for proposals reads: 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/other_eu_prog/common/just-rec-guide-applicants-18_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/other_eu_prog/common/just-rec-guide-applicants-18_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/other_eu_prog/common/just-rec-guide-applicants-18_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/other_eu_prog/common/just-rec-guide-applicants-18_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/index_en.htm
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to a project that will be submitted to the REC-
RRAC-ONLINE-AG-2018 call. 
X is a joint research unit of Y (PIC n°…) and Z (PIC 
n°….) in which each entity puts together staff 
and resources for their benefit, following 
agreements signed between them. 
Z will answer to the call on behalf of X. 
If the project is granted, personnel employed by 
Z and Y within X will participate to the project.  
Could Y declare its personnel cost as a linked 
third party of Z? 

“2.2 Eligibility of the applicant and partners (lead applicant 
and co-applicant(s)) 
Therefore, …. Note: Under the REC and Justice 
programmes, entities affiliated to a beneficiary are not 
considered as project participants. Their costs are not 
eligible.” 
Therefore personnel costs from Y would not be eligible. 
 

33 The guide for applicants states that: 
"For the purpose of demonstrating its financial 
capacity, and if the total amount of the grant 
requested exceeds EUR 60.000, the applicant 
must provide the most recent closed and signed 
financial statements of its organisation 
containing the balance sheet and profit & loss 
accounts, for the last two closed financial 
years." 
Our question is: where shall we upload this 
document? As part of the Annexes (CVs, Activity 
Report, etc..)? 

According to the Guide for applicants (p.33) 
“4.1. Financial capacity 
…..Both financial statements and the audit report must be 
uploaded in the Beneficiary Register when uploading the 
application package.” 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/other_
eu_prog/common/just-rec-guide-applicants-18_en.pdf 
 

34 1) In earlier DG Justice programmes it was 
necessary to provide partner declarations 
(signed by the financial supervisor of the 
respective partners) but I cannot find this in the 
Proposal Portal.  
Has this been dropped from the procedure? If 
not, where do I find the templates?  
2) Is there a template or are there guidelines for 
the CVs? 
3) Is it also possible to explain to me what the 
content of the annual activity report, letters of 
support and the child protection policy should 
be? 

1) There is no need to provide partners’ declarations. 
2) There is no template for CVs, see answer below. 
3) For these documents, refer to the Guide for applicants 
(p.25) “2.3. Annexes” 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/other_
eu_prog/common/just-rec-guide-applicants-18_en.pdf 
 

35 In the first paragraph 1.1. "Abstract", where we 
have to insert "Type and number of persons 
benefiting from the project", should we refer to 
direct or indirect beneficiaries? That is, persons 
who will directly be involved in the project 
activities or the general class of persons to 
whom the activities are addressed? 

You need to insert the “type (e.g. victims, teachers, 
journalists, legal experts…) and number of persons 
benefiting from the project”. 

36 I am writing with technical question regarding 
the REC Call for proposals to monitor, prevent 
and counter hate speech online. 
Since we are Serbian organisation and this is the 
first year we are eligible to apply, I am not 

Yes, at a later stage when drafting the proposals, you may 
go back to the first step and change the summary. 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/other_eu_prog/common/just-rec-guide-applicants-18_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/other_eu_prog/common/just-rec-guide-applicants-18_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/other_eu_prog/common/just-rec-guide-applicants-18_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/other_eu_prog/common/just-rec-guide-applicants-18_en.pdf
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familiar with the application process. 
I am reluctant to start the application because 
on the first step (Create the draft proposal) we 
are asked to enter the short summary 
(something we usually write the last). Can short 
summary be changed even after we create the 
draft proposal? 

38 We are contacting you regarding the Call for 
proposals to monitor, prevent and counter hate 
speech online (REC-RRAC-ONLINE-AG-2018; 
REC-AG REC Action Grant). Namely, we have a 
question related to the Standard proposal 
template, regarding number of maximum 
characters for the sections:  
1.2. DEFINITION OF THE PROBLEM, NEEDS 
ASSESSMENT AND OBJECTIVES OF THE PROJECT 
1.6. METHODOLOGY 
1.12. DISSEMINATION STRATEGY AND 
COMMUNICATION TOOLS 
We noticed that for the above mentioned 
sections there is no maximum number of 
characters stated. Does this mean that there is 
no limit of characters for those sections? And if 
there is a limit, what is the maximum number of 
characters for those sections of the Standard 
proposal template? 

For sections with the characters limits (maximum number 
of characters), we count only characters without spaces. 
Please use only the number of characters set per each 
section. Only three sections do not have a character limit 
(sections: 1.2. - Definition of the problem, 1.6. - 
Methodology and 1.12. - Dissemination strategy). Overall, 
according  to the Guide of applicants (p.22) “2.2. Project 
application form: Part B – Project description and 
implementation […] Part B is limited to 30 pages, A4 
format. If you attempt to upload a proposal longer than the 
specified limit, before the deadline you will receive an 
automatic warning advising you to shorten and re-upload 
the document.” 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/other_
eu_prog/common/just-rec-guide-applicants-18_en.pdf  

39 1. Is the page limit 30 pages? 
2. Are there specific layout characteristics to be 
taken into account in addition to characters 
limits (maximum number of characters- only 
characters without spaces) ? 

1) According to the Guide of applicants (p.22) “2.2. Project 
application form: Part B – Project description and 
implementation […] Part B is limited to 30 pages, A4 
format. If you attempt to upload a proposal longer than the 
specified limit, before the deadline you will receive an 
automatic warning advising you to shorten and re-upload 
the document.” 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/other_
eu_prog/common/just-rec-guide-applicants-18_en.pdf  
2) No specific layout characteristics are needed. For 
sections with the characters limits (maximum number of 
characters), we count only characters without spaces. 
Please use only the number of characters set per each 
section. Only three sections do not have a character limit 
(sections: 1.2. - Definition of the problem, 1.6. - 
Methodology and 1.12. - Dissemination strategy). 

40 We have chosen to divide our project’s 
workload into four work packages. 
Therefore, we now face the problem that the 
mandatory REC Word/rtf.-template does not 
allow for us to erase the table for WP5, as it is 
locked. The guide for applicants does not specify 

Yes, it is allowed to erase an un-needed work package 
table, and also to enter manually the work packages’ titles 
into the table of contents manually shall it not work 
properly. 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/other_eu_prog/common/just-rec-guide-applicants-18_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/other_eu_prog/common/just-rec-guide-applicants-18_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/other_eu_prog/common/just-rec-guide-applicants-18_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/other_eu_prog/common/just-rec-guide-applicants-18_en.pdf
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whether it is allowed to erase an unneeded WP 
table e.g. via a PDF editor. Also, the table of 
contents does not seem to work properly, as it 
does not update the headlines entered into WP 
tables. 
Could you please be as kind as to provide us 
with guidance on these issues: 
• Is it allowed to erase a WP table? 
• Is it allowed to enter the WP titles into the 
table of contents manually? 

41 The lead applicant for this is …Limited, a 
company registered in both the United Kingdom 
and Ireland.  
Given that the guide anticipates that there 
might be an issue with British applicants in a 'no 
deal' Brexit scenario, we would like to put 
forward our application through our Irish entity. 
However, the Irish entity has been created only 
recently, and therefore we would have to 
demonstrate financial capacity (including 
providing our financial statements and annual 
activity report) through our UK Entity.  
Would it be possible, for the purpose of the 
application, to treat the Irish entity and the UK 
entity as part of one entity (…Corporate Group, 
which will be registered and have its own PIC), 
so to use the Irish entity as the applicant and 
the UK entity to demonstrate financial capacity? 

We understand that there is one legal entity in the United 
Kingdom and another legal entity in Ireland. Therefore 
there are two separate legal entities. 
According to the Guide of Applicants p. 29 “2. Eligibility 
Criteria - …. Applicants and partners must be legally 
constituted public or private organisations, or international 
organisations…. Only legally constituted organisations can 
participate.” 
It would therefore not be possible, for the sole purpose of 
this application, to treat the UK and the Irish entity as part 
of one entity. 
Should you be worried about a recently created 
organisation (with legal entity), please consider that 
according to the Guide of Applicants p. 33 “4.1. Financial 
capacity … Start-up entities which do not have closed 
accounts at the date of request for financial assessment are 
requested to submit prospective financial data for one year 
only. 
Recently created entities which have closed annual 
accounts for one year only will be assessed based on the 
documents for the sole closed financial year.” 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/other_
eu_prog/common/just-rec-guide-applicants-18_en.pdf 

42 1) What is the method of financing? 
2) Will the first instalment be pre-financed after 
the signing of the contract?  
3) How do percentages follow in instalments?  
What is the percentages of last instalment - 
after the final report. 
4) And if there is some advanced payment from 
our part needed (so the instalments come after 
the first report). 

1) The grant will be defined by applying a maximum co-
financing rate of 80% to the eligible costs actually incurred 
and declared by the beneficiary (ies). 
2) A first instalment will be paid up to a maximum of 80% 
(depending on the beneficiary financial capacity) of the EU 
contribution after the signature of the contract. 
3) A second instalment will be paid after the approval of 
the final report, for an amount equal to the balance of 
payment of eligible costs (for a maximum of the remaining 
20% of the EU contribution). 
4) There are no advance payments required from 
beneficiaries. 

43 1 - I have a letter of support which has been 
provided by an organisation, and not a local 
authority. Should that be submitted anyway as 

1 - Annex 5 -  Letter of support - is not a mandatory annex 
for this call for proposals. However, if an application 
contains letter(s) of support from public authority(ies), it is 
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part of Annex 5? 
2 - Question 1.7 asks about a timeline by work 
package, to be explained for example through a 
Gantt Chart. I have created a Gantt Chart, but 
the template does not allow to add it. Can the 
chart be attached somewhere as an annex? Or 
how should I submit it? 

positively viewed especially in regards to the project's 
sustainability. As the title suggests, the annex is meant for 
public authorities to express their support for the project. 
2 - The Gantt Chart shall be inserted in the text, try as a 
picture if possible. 
 

44 We would prepare a proposal and we would like 
to know if we are on the way, if our idea is 
according with the idea that you are expecting. 
Find attached a brief summary on our idea. 

We are not allowed to pre-access any proposals. 

45 1. In the section „Topic description – description 
of the activities“ , activities listed to be 
cofounded by EU are very specific, such as 
„studies analysing the spread of racists and 
xenophobic hate speech in different Member 
States, including the source and structures of 
groups generating and spreading such content“. 
Are the activities listed in the Call for proposal 
strictly literal („word for word“), or depending 
on the selected priority, activities could be 
modified? For example, if we make a project 
that addresses development, studies and 
analyses of the sociological landscape and 
trends on hate speech online as the priority, we 
would still need to list studies, surveys and 
analysis as the „activity“, but not regarding the 
xenophobia or racism but regarding other topic. 
Would an activity like that be co-founded? 
2. In the same section of The Call, there are five 
„expected results“ listed. Does our project need 
to achieve all of the expected results or one or 
two selected (depending on the chosen priority 
of the project)? 
3. What is the „proposal number“ and „proposal 
acronym“? Is that the same as „topic identifier“ 
– what should we put in the application? 

1) The activities listed under “2. Description of the 
activities” are those that can be co-funded by the EU. Of 
course, it does not mean you have to implement all the 
activities listed in the text of the call, and for all the groups 
listed in the text of the call. You may focus on certain 
activities and certain groups e.g. studies analysing the 
spread of racists and xenophobic hate speech in different 
Member States - can be only racist, or xenophobic, or 
homophobic, or other forms of intolerance. 
2) Indeed, you need to identify the expected results linked 
to your proposal. You do not need to include all the 
expected results listed in the text of the call. 
3) “proposal number” = the number by which your 
application will be identified 
“proposal acronym” = short name of your proposal e.g. 
REACT - Respect and Equality: Acting and Communicating 
Together. 
These references will be included in the application. 

46 Could you please confirm us: 
1) The submission doesn’t’ require the signature 
of mandates by partner or by the applicant 
2) The mandatory attachments are: TEMPLATE B 
(PDF format), CVs, Annual Report of the 
applicant, Children Policies  
3) No detailed budget template has to be 
attached 
4) We can submit the proposal and update it 
before the deadline any time we need 

1) Confirmed. 
2) Annex 3 - indicators has also to be uploaded. 
Annex 4 - child protection policy: If a project will involve 
direct contact with children, the beneficiaries of funding 
(including partners) need to provide their child protection 
policy, if they work directly with children during the 
project. 
3) Confirmed, the budget is to be filled in Part A. 
4) Confirmed. 

 


