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Nr Question Answer provided 

1 Where can I find the answer to the following 
question: 
As described below first the national 
authority and then the body responsible for 
gender equality at national level can apply  
and then another national authority for the 
call: 
  
TOPIC : Restricted call for proposals to 
address gender gaps over the life-cycle  
 
We are an NGO and would like to be a co-
applicant/participant for this call, but how will 
we find out if any of the authorities below will 
submit a proposal? We are already 
participating in other EU proposals. 

If your organisation is interested, then please consult 
your national authority in charge of the policy on 
equality between women and men to obtain additional 
info on this specific query. 

2 My office is interested in the following call: 
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/po
rtal/desktop/en/opportunities/rec/topics/rec-
rgen-pens-ag-2017.html  
 
I would like to have a clarification about the 
meaning of "restricted". I've been reading 
the guide for applicant but I'm not able to 
find why it is restricted. 

It is restricted due to specific profile of the eligible 
applicants who must be relevant national authorities. 
 
Please consult the edibility criteria of the call.  
 

3 I have a question about the restricted Call 
for proposals to address gender gaps over 
the life-cycle. Under Eligibility and 
admissibility conditions is written that 
national authorities are eligible.  
What means in that cases “national 
authority”? We are a University and a public 
body.  

It actually means national authority ministries (but not 
universities). However, universities can be partners to 
a project (submitted by the relevant authority) as 
stated in the eligibility criteria: 
 
Co-applicants must be public entities or private 
organisations, duly established in one of the countries 
participating in the Programme, or international 
organisations 

4 We are aware of the established conditions 
of eligibility under this call. In addition, if it’s 
possible could you please inform us if a 
transnational partnership is prerequisite or 
could be considered as an added value of 
the proposal? 

A transnational partnership is not compulsory and it is 
not a prerequisite for this call. 

5 In the current Call for Actions on Gender 
Gaps over the Life-Cycle I was not able to 
identify a specific maximum of budget 
allocated to possible subcontractors (e.g. for 
institutes conducting research or pilot project 
activities).  
Could you please tell me, whether there is 
any limit foreseen in this call, and to which 
amount, apart from the general rule that 

As mentioned on page 12 of the guide for applicants: 
"As a general rule, subcontracting shall be limited to 
30% of the total eligible costs, unless differently 
specified in the topic notice. If this threshold is 
exceeded in the budget estimate, the applicant shall 
provide justification, which shall help the Commission 
to assess whether the exception can be accepted." 
 
Please also read carefully through section 1.5.3 of the 

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/rec/topics/rec-rgen-pens-ag-2017.html
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/rec/topics/rec-rgen-pens-ag-2017.html
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/rec/topics/rec-rgen-pens-ag-2017.html
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management and coordination should be 
carried out by the applicant?  
I would also be grateful for your 
assessment, whether we should take into 
account other restrictions when planning to 
subcontract certain activities. 

guide for applicants (Annex on eligibility of costs) 

6 I am writing to you in order to ask you what 
is the expected duration of the project REC-
RGEN-PENS-AG-2017. 

The duration of the projects should not exceed 24 
months as described in the Guide for applicants (page 
23 - footnote). There is no set minimum duration. 

7 I would like to pose a question related to 
Restricted call for proposals to address 
gender gaps over the life-cycle. It is stated in 
the eligibility and admissibility conditions 
which subjects are eligible to submit a grant 
application. We are still not completely sure 
if also a following subjects are eligible: 
- public research institution (public research 
institution can be establish by a state, i.e. 
ministry, other public authority, or by local 
administration); 
- umbrella organization (NGO) unites and 
coordinate other gender NGOs? 
Could you please clarify if the above 
mentioned subjects are also eligible? 

No, such organisations cannot be lead applicants, only 
the relevant authorities i.e. ministries/national-level 
bodies can. 
 
However, they can be partners to a project (submitted 
by the relevant authority) as stated in the eligibility 
criteria: 
 
Co-applicants must be public entities or private 
organisations, duly established in one of the countries 
participating in the Programme, or international 
organisations 
 

8 About the call in object is it eligible to cover 
the co-financing through an in-kind 
contribution, especially for all the public 
authorities? 

Specifically regarding your query on contributions in 
kind, please read through page 61 of the Guide for 
Applicants (section 2.6: contributions in kind): 
 
Contributions in kind shall not be calculated as actual 
expenditure and shall not constitute an eligible cost. 
They shall not be taken into account for the calculation 
of total eligible costs and the final amount of the grant. 

9 During the preparation of a planned project 
proposal, two more questions came up, 
which I hope you could please clarify for us: 
 
Part 3 of Project Description: 
Should only the applicant list their current 
applications and received grants, or should 
applications and grants by the other partners 
be included as well?  
 
Which four years should be included – the 
last 72 months from the submission 
deadline, or calendar years 2014-2018?  
 
Language of the final technical report to the 
EC: 
We plan to submit the project proposal in 
German (incl. an English abstract). Will the 
final report then also be possible in 

 
 
 
 

The applicant only. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2014-2018 
 
 
 
 
Yes, it can also be submitted in your language 
(German).   
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German?  

10 Could you kindly inform us whether there is 
a template for the Partner / Associate 
Partner Declaration Form (as there was 
under the old PROGRESS funds) or if this is 
to be created by the Applicant? 

In the new submission system on Participant Portal 
there are no more declarations to be signed by the 
partners. There is only an electronic declaration to be 
signed (in fact boxes to be ticked) in Part A (green 
button “edit forms” in submission system step 5) where 
the applicant makes a declaration on honour that he 
has agreement and commitment from the partners.  
 

11 In the Budget file, we are indicating our staff 
costs per working days, and were wondering 
if we could indicate days in the Part 2 
(description of work packages and activities) 
of the Part B Form too – instead of 
person/months for the estimated human 
efforts per work package? 

It would not be wrong, but for us it would be better to 
have the number of days per work package converted 
into person/months (on the basis of the examples in 
the Guide for Applicants) in order to have consistency 
amongst the applications, and in this way it will be 
easier for the experts to assess. 
In any case, if your application is selected for co-
funding, at the grant agreement preparation step in 
Sygma (system for grants management), it is 
mandatory to indicate the human effort in 
person/months. 

12 Our project will have a Civil Society 
Organization as a partner. 
One of the most central activities of the 
project is training for specific targets. This 
partner is the most appropriate to provide 
this service. 
Is it possible to a partner to be 
subcontracted to this activities? 

As stated in our guide for applicants, the 
subcontracting is limited to 30% of the costs and there 
are some activities that cannot be subcontracted, such 
as the core activities of the project, project 
management etc. If the training mentioned by you is 
one of the central project activities, it therefore should 
not be subcontracted.  
 
To avoid a misunderstanding though, if these activities 
are performed by your partner, this is not considered 
as subcontracting.  
 

13 We are putting together a project proposal 
together with another organisation. They are 
an independent, non-profit, civil initiative 
think tank and we have had a very good 
cooperation before. My question is, is it 
liable and legal in every way to propose a 
proposal together as beneficiaries without 
organizing a Public procurement? 

If you decide to submit an application with a partner 
(or co-applicant) the public procurement rules are not 
relevant. According to the eligibility criteria, Co-
applicants must be public entities or private 
organisations, duly established in one of the countries 
participating in the Programme, or international 
organisations; 
 
Such public procurement rules would apply in case 
you foresee to have a sub-contractor (who is not a 
partner/co-applicant).  
 

 


