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N. Topic Question Answer 

1 VLD topics Under this call, is the full cost of purchasing equipment, 
infrastructure or other assets eligible? 

Under this call, only depreciation costs of equiment may be 
considered eligible and not the full purchase cost of equipment. In 
this case, the basis for calculation of depreciation costs 
corresponds to the duration of the action and the rate of actual 
use for the purposes of the action. While claiming depreciation 
costs, you shall therefore pay particular attention to specific and 
general cost eligibility conditions and the principles applicable to 
the calculation of depreciation costs.  
We invite you to refer to the Annotated Model Grant Agreement, 
and in particular Article 6.2, in order to verify the general and 
specific conditions applicable for the eligibility of this type of costs. 

2 VLD topics How does SJU supports the involvement of Airspace Users 
under VLD call for proposals? 

The modalities of involvement of Airspace Users in the 
implementation of SESAR2020 projects require close coordination 
by the grant beneficiaries directly. The financial aspects of this 
coordination require a careful consideration. For more 
information, please see answerto Question N.1 in this list. 

3 VLD topics Q1: Under the H2020 rules, a beneficiary can only buy 
something from another beneficiary in the same consortium 
in exceptional cases and when well justified. It will be up to 
the evaluator and the agency calling for proposals (the SJU in 
this case) to verify and agree that this is indeed the case for 
the submitted project proposal. In the project we are 
currently building a proposal for we do have such situation. A 
specific upgrade to a system is needed for the execution of 
one of the tasks asked for in the call for proposals. The 
system is owned by one of the consortium partners, whereas 
it has been manufactured by another consortium partner. 
The upgrade can thus only be bought from that project 
partner. What information need to be available in the 
proposal for allowing the SJU and its evaluators to accept 
this cost as an eligible project cost? 

Answer to Q1: It should be noted that indeed purchases between 
beneficiaries are generally not accepted. If a beneficiary needs 
supplies from another beneficiary, it is the latter beneficiary  that 
should charge them to the action and include these costs as its 
own estimated budget of the action in Annex 2 of the GA. For 
more information refer to Annotated Model Grant Agreement, 
page 128. 
 
Answer to Q2: Please, refer to answer to Question N.1 from this 
list. 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_en.pdf
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Q2: Under the H2020 rules, costs for equipment, needed for 
the project but which still have a value after the project, can 
only be declared for their depreciated value over the 
duration of the project. For the VLD project we are preparing 
a proposal for, a project partner need to buy a system 
upgrade in order to execute the tasks asked for in the call for 
proposals. This upgrade does not bring any operational 
benefit to this partner seen their currently already available 
technical infrastructure. A full investment in this upgrade 
does not make any good business case for this partner. They 
would not be able to justify this investment, if they were not 
engaged in this VLD project. May we, given these conditions, 
assume that the full investment cost of this upgrade can be 
borne by the project and not just the depreciation cost? 

4 SESAR-VLD1-10-
2016 

Q1: How should I consider drones provided by partners for 
the test?  
Q2: Is this in-kind contribution?  
Q3: Should we have to highlight this somewhere in the 
proposal text and in the budget? 

Answer to Q1: there are few elements to take into consideration 
when choosing the type of participant implementing a certain part 
of an action i.e.: “drones provided by partners”: 
1. The meaning of “partner”: whether is meant a beneficiary or a 
third party. 
2. Resources to implement the Action (Article 8 of the Annotated 
Model Grant Agreement) either provided by the Beneficiaries, or 
exceptionally, by Third Parties involved in the action. 
3. Regarding implementation by Third parties: the beneficiary, 
when choosing the type of third party, shall pay careful attention 
to understanding and compliance of Articles 10 to 14 of the 
Annotated Model Grant Agreement. Beneficiaries using third 
parties remain fully responsible for them under the GA. 
 
Answer to Q2: it is up to the Project to define whether a certain 
task is to be performed by a beneficiary or a third party. In case of 
the latter, and as stipulated in Art. 8 “Beneficiaries must have the 
appropriate resources to implement the action. If it is necessary to 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_en.pdf
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implement the action, the beneficiaries may”:  
- purchase goods, works and services (in light of Article 10); 
- use in-kind contributions provided by third parties against 
payment (in light of Article 11); 
- use in-kind contributions provided by third parties free of charge 
(in light of Article 12); 
- call upon subcontractors to implement action tasks described in 
Annex 1 (in light of Article 13); 
- call upon linked third parties to implement action tasks described 
in Annex 1 (in light of Article 14). “ 
Answer to Q3: the proposal shall be as accurate and detailed as 
possible as regards the Action to be implemented. The estimated 
budget shall be quoted by using as a reference the template 
provided in Annex 2 of the MGA and available in the submission 
tool. Beneficiaries shall declare third parties involved in the action. 

5 SESAR-ER3-01-
2016 Knowledge 
Transfer 
Network (KTN) 

In the Call document "SESAR 2020 Exploratory Research and 
Very Large Scale Demonstrations Open Call Technical 
Specification", on page 16, items in the "range of possible 
themes for the network activities to be included" seems to  
contain some errors, as the list is not consistent with other 
such lists, as an example: "Legal & Regulation; ATM role in 
Intermodal transport". Please could you clarify, and specify 
the correct list to which we should refer? 

Please refer to the list on Page 16 of the Call Technical 
Specifications, accepting that ‘Legal & Regulation’ and ‘ATM role in 
Intermodal Transport’ are each separate subject areas that are 
eligible as possible themes in the KTN. 

6 SESAR-ER3-01-
2016 Knowledge 
Transfer 
Network (KTN) 

Regarding the subject area list on page 16 to the Call 
Technical Specification, we are interested in the following: 
 
Q1: Surely “Automation,” and “Robotics & Autonomy;” are 
one subject area rather than two as listed? 
 
Q2: Surely “Performance, Economics,” and “Legal & 
Regulation; ATM role in Intermodal transport;” should be 
“Performance, Economics, Legal & Regulation;” and “ATM 
role in Intermodal transport;”? 

Answer to Q1: Automation is not the same as Robotics & 
Autonomy. Automation implies support (e.g. Tools) in support of 
the human whereas robotics & autonomy does not necessarily 
involve the human in the loop.  
 
Answer to Q2: Concerning the second point, it should be indeed 
Performance, Economics, Legal & Regulation;” and “ATM role in 
Intermodal transport" as the two topics. 
 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/call_fiches/jtis/h2020-call-doc-2016-er-vld-sesar-ju_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/call_fiches/jtis/h2020-call-doc-2016-er-vld-sesar-ju_en.pdf
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7 SESAR-ER3-01-
2016 Knowledge 
Transfer 
Network (KTN) 

In the Call document "SESAR 2020 Exploratory Research and 
Very Large Scale Demonstrations Open Call Technical 
Specification", on page 17, it is stated that: "The Observatory 
is expected to host the open source framework models, tools 
and metrics developed by SESAR 1 WP-E projects ...". Is this 
restriction to SESAR 1 projects intended? 

It is a required the Observatory hosts the open source models 
from WP-E as a starting point, but the Observatory is not limited 
to these contributions as others are expected if relevant and 
useful for ATM Exploratory Research. 
 

8 SESAR-ER3-01-
2016 Knowledge 
Transfer 
Network (KTN) 

In the Call document "SESAR 2020 Exploratory Research and 
Very Large Scale Demonstrations Open Call Technical 
Specification", on page 16, it is stated that: "The 
interdisciplinary or “themed” research activities will include 
a provision of a platform for training, transfer of knowledge 
and PhD research activities." Please could you clarify, to 
what does this "platform" refer? Is there an expectation here 
of a specific additional activity, in addition to the summer 
schools, symposia and SIDs, etc., as already specified in the 
Call? 

It is expected that activities within the themed networks will 
include relevant PhD projects, some of these projects may receive 
funding through the KTN to support the PhDs (provision will be 
made in the Grant Agreement for this). Each thematic network will 
provide the socio-technical arrangements (a platform) for ongoing 
coordination within the theme for training and knowledge transfer 
as well as undertaking the selection and award of the PhD 
projects. 

9 SESAR-ER3-01-
2016 Knowledge 
Transfer 
Network (KTN) 

Please could you indicate the approximate funding to be 
dedicated to the PhDs, either in terms of the total financing 
or the number of PhDs. For example, would half of the total 
budget be considered too high? 

There is no right or wrong proportion for the PhD funding in this 
call as it is not specified (the amount of funding is not an award 
criteria) - you may, therefore, assign the available budget as 
appropriate to the activities and themes you propose.  
In particular, you should consider how to address the award 
criteria including ‘Appropriate allocation and justification of 
resources (person-months, equipment, and budget) in line with 
the objectives and deliverables’, as well as ensuring compliance to 
the call specification and including the ‘Future ATM Skilled work-
force’ on page 17 of the Call Technical Specifications. These will be 
the factors used by the evaluators for their assessment. 

10 SESAR-ER3-01-
2016 Knowledge 
Transfer 
Network (KTN) 

Please could you indicate what is expected to be included 
within the scope of "... support the organisation of the SESAR 
Innovation Days research conference ..." as mentioned on 
page 17 of the Call document ("SESAR 2020 Exploratory 
Research and Very Large Scale Demonstrations Open Call 
Technical Specification"). Specifically, should budget be 

It should be assumed the SJU will itself contribute a basic amount 
per year through its available contracts for items that could 
include venue hire, SJU materials, local catering etc. While the 
value of this basic support is variable, depending on local 
arrangements and scope of SJU contracts, a maximum of 40K Euro 
per annual event should be assumed to be available (not in cash to 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/call_fiches/jtis/h2020-call-doc-2016-er-vld-sesar-ju_en.pdf
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allocated for basic catering, social activities related to the 
conference (such as site visits) and extended catering (e.g. 
refreshments accompanying poster sessions)? 

the KTN) for this purpose. Therefore, you should fully cover the 
time needed to organise and run the event and allow additional 
budget to include your Exploratory Research material across all 
thematic areas, your travel costs for planning and attendance, any 
additional costs associated with VIP guest speakers and 
networking activities, and other items needed on a case-by-case 
basis. The overall scope and expenditure arrangements will be 
proposed by the KTN to the SJU and must be approved in advance 
by the SJU for each event to ensure a coordinated approach. 

11 all topics We are a very small organisation with only few permanent 
staff members, the CEO and the secretariat. We have several 
thousand members. We would like to participate in the call 
for proposals as a consortium partner, in which our 
organisation itself and some of its members would be 
carrying out work under the action. Could you clarify the 
following: 
 
Q1: How shall we consider our organisation and its members 
carrying out work under the action? 
 
Q2: In order to allow members of our organisation to carry 
out work under H2020-SESAR-2016-2 grant agreement, 
could you please clarify:  
a) what contractual arrangements need to be made between 
members and the organisation, and 
b) what documentary proof needs to be available. 
 

Answer to Q1: under Horizon 2020, any association, foundation or 
other legal entity composed of members applying as a consortium 
participant for the purpose of the grant agreement, would 
generally be considered as a beneficiary and its members - 
carrying part of work under the action - as linked third parties 
(LTP). In the proposal, the planned involvement of all LTPs must be 
described in the technical annex ("Description of Action"). In the 
budget table, costs and requested EU funding for LTP must be part 
of the amounts inserted for the beneficiary to which the third 
party is linked. However, please note that in proposals for 
Innovation Actions, the costs and requested EU funding for LTP 
must exceptionally be specified in the budget table separately 
from the costs of the beneficiary. 
For  successful proposals, a more detailed budget table and 
separate figures for the LTP(s) must be completed in the grant 
preparation phase. Also beneficiaries with LTP(s) must make sure 
that these have a Participant Identification Code (PIC) or complete 
the validation procedure to obtain a PIC (including submission of 
any documentation necessary to validate the legal entity). 
 
Answer to Q2:   
a) In terms of contractual arrangements required to qualify as LTP 
only affiliated entities or entities with a legal link to a beneficiary 
can be linked third parties. From the described situation, we 
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understand that your members should be considered as “Entities 
with a legal link” i.e. entities having an established relationship 
with your organisation. This relationship must be: 
- broad and not specifically created for the work in the GA 
(accordingly, its duration must go beyond the action duration and 
it usually pre-dates and outlasts the GA; “ad hoc” collaboration 
agreements or contracts to carry out work in the action are NOT 
covered)  
AND  
- a legal relationship. This may be either a legal structure (e.g. the 
relationship between an association and its members) or through 
an agreement or contract not limited to the action (e.g. a 
collaboration agreement for research in a particular field).  
b) With regard to the documentary proof, the beneficiary-
association shall describe in the proposal its legal structure so as 
to allow the experts evaluating their proposal to properly assess 
the existing legal links between your organisation and its 
members.  
               
Please, consider also that the LTP must fulfil the same conditions 
for participation and funding under Horizon 2020 as beneficiaries 
(for instance, be established in an EU Member State, Horizon 2020 
associated country or third country listed in General Annex A to 
the Main Work Programme). Therefore, the beneficiary has to 
describe in the proposal how these conditions are met.  
Please, also note that SJU may require joint and several liability of 
a linked third party, if: 
- the financial viability/capacity of a beneficiary is “weak” 
- the beneficiary mainly coordinates the work of its linked third 
party (e.g. most of the work is carried out by several of the 
members of the association as linked third parties). 
For more detailed information, please refer to the H2020 
Annotated Model Grant Agreement, Articles 8 and 14. 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_en.pdf
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12 ER3 topics 2-6 The SESAR-topics (ER3) on the participant portal do not 
specify the appropriate funding requested per project, as 
deemed appropriate by the JU/Commission. Usually this is 
stated in the topic text, but not this time.  
Looking  at the total budget for ER3-calls 2 to 6.6 million 
euro, and the projects the JU intends to fund, 8 to 12, one 
could argue that the maximum funding  requested would be 
500,000 to 750,000 euro. Could you please comment? 
In addition, how many projects does the JU intend to fund 
per topic, or is there only an overall target for the wp1.2 
topics (8-12 projects funded)? 
 

Information about indicative budget per topic and project 
duration can be found in the SJU Work Programme and in the Call 
Technical Specifications on the Participant Portal. 
For WA1.2 (ATM application-oriented research), it is specified in 
the SJU Work Programme that “The SJU is looking to award 
around 8-12 projects, with an indicative duration of 2 years, across 
the following five topics” (see page 43).  
In the Call technical specifications, it is specified also that “The SJU 
is looking to award around 8-12 projects, with an indicative 
duration of 2 years. This means the SJU considers that proposals 
requesting a contribution from the EU between EUR 0.5 and 1 
million, with an indicative duration of 2 years, would allow this 
specific challenge to be addressed appropriately. Nonetheless, this 
does not preclude submission and selection of proposals 
requesting other amounts” (see page 6). 

13 VLD topics Q1: One point which remained unclear after the Open Call 
Information Day was whether the 70% co-funding by SJU for 
the avionics equipment is valid over the lifetime of the 
aircraft. Our perception is “yes” because the mentioned 
technology is a pure software activation.  
 
Q2: Can airlines equipping with the new avionics ask for 30% 
pre-financing?    
 

Answer to Q1: please, refer to answer to Question N.1 in this list. 
 
Answer to Q2: Please, refer to article 21 of the grant agreement. It 
should be noted, that pre-financing of estimated eligible costs, as 
any other payment under the grant agreement, will be made by 
the SJU to the coordinator of the consortium; the beneficiaries are 
not paid individually. The coordinator must distribute the amounts 
received to the beneficiaries. How and when the payments are 
distributed is an internal matter for the consortium. 
The actual percentage of pre-financing will be decided by the SJU 
at the grant preparation stage (GAP).  

14 all topics We are preparing a bid with consortium partners who are 
flight operators, and who will contribute through provision 
of dedicated flight tests. How should flight operators display 
their flight hours costs in A3 forms ? 
 

Beneficiaries shall verify the required budget table included in the 
administrative forms of the proposal and the required budgetary 
details that need to be outlined in more detail in the technical 
annex of the proposal. Please, refer to the proposal template for 
that purpose. 
The AMGA ("Annotated Model Grant Agreement") provides 
detailed explanations on the budgetary items. In particular, please 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/wp/jtis/h2020-wp16-er-sesar-ju_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/call_fiches/jtis/h2020-call-doc-2016-er-vld-sesar-ju_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/call_fiches/jtis/h2020-call-doc-2016-er-vld-sesar-ju_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/wp/jtis/h2020-wp16-er-sesar-ju_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_en.pdf
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refer to article 6.2 thereof (and to answer to Question N.1 in this 
list). 

15 all topics I know that my company is already registered at this portal, 
it has already participated in some call for tender, and know I 
am going to manage the submission of new call. I have just 
registered myself, and I have already an account, but I do not 
know how I have to proceed on to attach my profile to my 
company. Could you explain me how can I have a new role in 
this portal for my company? In case of it is a member of my 
company the one who has to do it, could you provide me the 
instructions for doing it? 

Information on how to register and submit a proposal can be 
found on the Horizon 2020 Manual, and in particular the  
Beneficiary Register User's Guide. 
 

16 SESAR-VLD1-10-
2016 

In the SESAR-VLD1-10-2016 templates there are sections 
marked in red. Ex: As in file IA PartB section1-3 WP16-17 
VLD1-2016. Do this have a specific meaning? Certain weight? 
 

The red sections refer to parts of the Proposal template which 
have been customised by the SJU in order to take into account the 
SJU specific evaluation criteria, as defined in the SJU Work 
Programme (pages 48-50). 
These sections do not have any special impact on the weighing, 
which is calculated as indicated in the SJU Work Programme (page 
50). 

17 SESAR-VLD1-10-
2016 

We have a question on the below point in application 
template section 4: The expected impact on the Programme 
in terms of generating buy-in and bringing SESAR 
performance benefits as outlined in the European ATM 
Master Plan. Can you please advise? 
We are uncertain on how this should be approached. There 
are several ways we can correlate to the Master plan. 

In this section applicants should demonstrate that the outcomes 
of their projects will contribute to the performance as defined in 
the European ATM Master Plan. The SJU is not in a position to 
advice applicants on specific methodologies to apply. 

18 SESAR-VLD1-04-
2016 

Under Initial Trajectory Information Sharing it is stated the 
following: 
“The cost of those upgrades to the avionics that are 
necessary for the demonstration will be eligible for co-
financing under this grant.” 
The H2020 Multi-beneficiary Model Grant Agreement v 3.0 
dated 21 Oct 2016 states:  
• “Article 10.1.1. If necessary to implement the action, the 

Article 6.2 of the Annotated Model Grant Agreement lists the 
specific conditions for costs to be eligible. Accordingly, direct costs 
shall correspond to any of the following budget categories (when 
applicable to the case) personnel, subcontracting, providing 
financial support to third parties or other direct costs.  
For further information on the list of “other direct costs”, budget 
category D under article 6.2 of the AMGA, please refer to pages 24 
and 25 of the AMGA. 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/grants/applying-for-funding/register-an-organisation_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/wp/jtis/h2020-wp16-er-sesar-ju_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/wp/jtis/h2020-wp16-er-sesar-ju_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/wp/jtis/h2020-wp16-er-sesar-ju_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/topics/sesar-vld1-04-2016.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_en.pdf
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beneficiaries may purchase goods […].” 
•“6.2 D2: Option 2 […] to be used if foreseen in the work 
plan (16): The cost of purchasing equipment […] are eligible if 
the equipment […] was purchased in accordance with Article 
10.1.1. 
Footnote (16) To be used as an exception, only if justified by 
the nature of the action and the context of the use of the 
equipment or assets, if provided for in the work plan.” 
Is the interpretation correct, that the work plan of relevance 
here is the SESAR 2020 Multi-annual Work Programme, Ed 
1.0, 01/07/2015? 
There it is stated under 1.3.4: “[…] Airborne functions should 
be integrated in operational platforms […]” 
D6: “The equipped aircraft shall down-link trajectory 
information using ADS-C Extended Projected Profile (EPP) as 
part of the ATN B2 services (ED228);” 
For SESAR-VLD1-04-2016 Initial Trajectory Information 
Sharing it is necessary to finance goods in form of avionics 
products.   
Question: Is the interpretation correct that for SESAR-VLD1-
04-2016 Initial Trajectory Information Sharing the avionics 
upgrade is considered as “subject of the action itself” and 
that the exceptional Option 2 of 6.2 D2 of the H2020 Multi-
beneficiary Model Grant Agreement v 3.0 dated 21 Oct 2016 
applies, i.e. costs for avionics upgrades are entirely eligible 
and not only the depreciation costs for the portion 
corresponding to the duration of the demonstration? 
Thanks in advance for an unambiguous clarification. 
 

For further general background, please refer to answer to 
Question N.1 in this list. 
 

19 SESAR-VLD1-04-
2016 

The airframer envisages to install a needed function on 
production aircraft (new delivered aircraft) at conditions that 
airlines will not claim any funding for the avionics equipment 
installation. 

Article 6.2 of the AMGA (Annotated Model Grant Agreement) lists 
the specific conditions for costs to be eligible. Accordingly, direct 
costs shall correspond to any of the following budget categories 
(when applicable to the case): personnel, subcontracting, 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_en.pdf
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Instead of that, the airframer would declare a unit cost per 
delivered aircraft (for the installation of the function on each 
aircraft), for which the airframer will claim 70% funding. In 
the budget for the proposal,  the airframer envisages to 
declare these unit costs in the section G : Special unit costs 
covering direct & indirect costs /€. Can you confirm  this 
scheme is appropriate and  that Section G is the right place 
to declare these unit costs ? Any other advice? 
 

providing financial support to third parties or other direct costs. 
For more information on the list of “other direct costs”, budget 
category D under article 6.2 of the AMGA, please refer to pages 24 
and 25 of the AMGA. 
As per your reference to Column G of section 3 - Budget for the 
proposal, available in the Proposal Submission Forms, please note 
that, as indicated in the form : “This cost category is used for 
special unit costs that are authorised by a Commission decision. 
[...  ]The following types of costs may be included here: 
- costs of additional energy efficiency measures (Decision C(2013) 
819626) 
This category of unit costs will only apply for Smart Cities and 
Communities calls. For example, call SCC-01-2014 in the H2020 
Work Programme 2014-2015. 
- costs for providing trans-national access to research 
infrastructures (Decision C(2013) 819927) 
This category of unit costs will apply only to Research 
Infrastructure calls. For example, calls INFRAIA-1-2014-2015, 
INFRADEV-3-2015 and INFRADEV-4-2014-2015 in the H2020 Work 
Programme 2014-2015. 
- costs of clinical studies (DRAFT Decision (2014)) 
Costs declared as 'special unit costs' (G) may not be declared 
under any other budget category and are excluded from the 
calculation of indirect costs. For details see Article 5.2.F and 6.2.F 
of the AMGA.[ …] 
Therefore, this cost category does not apply to the call H2020-
SESAR-2016-2. For further general background, please refer to 
answer to Question N.1 in this list. 

20 SESAR-VLD1-04-
2016 

We acknowledge that “Special Unit Costs” (column G) is not 
the appropriate place to declare costs of equipment. As our 
costs are linked to software unit cost paid by [company] to 
its suppliers for each  aircraft delivered with the required 
function for the Very Large Scale demonstration (recurring 

We invite you to refer to answer to Question N.1 in this list and, in 
particular, to the fact that under this call, only depreciation costs 
of equipment may be considered eligible and not the full purchase 
cost of equipment. In this case, the basis for calculation of 
depreciation costs corresponds to the duration of the action and 
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cost), we will declare them as “Other direct costs” in the 
Column B. Can you please confirm this is the adequate place 
for the declaration of these costs ? 
 

the rate of actual use for the purposes of the action. While 
claiming depreciation costs, you shall therefore pay particular 
attention to specific and general cost eligibility conditions and the 
principles applicable to the calculation of depreciation costs.  
We invite you to refer also to the Annotated Model Grant 
Agreement, and in particular Art.6.2, in order to verify the general 
and specific conditions applicable for the eligibility of this type of 
costs. 
Also, please consider that Article 6.2 of the Annotated Model 
Grant Agreement lists the specific conditions for costs to be 
eligible. Accordingly, direct costs shall correspond to any of the 
following budget categories (when applicable to the case) 
personnel, subcontracting, providing financial support to third 
parties or other direct costs.  
For further information on the list of “other direct costs”, budget 
category D under article 6.2 of the Annotated Model Grant 
Agreement, please refer to pages 24 and 25 of the MGA.  

21 all topics I understand that: 
• the appropriate status of [association] would be as a 
beneficiary.   
• myself, or other members of [association] who are not 
employees thereof, should be as a Linked Third Party. 
• the funding request for [association] (as beneficiary) 
should include the funds required for the LTP(s). 
• LTPs must have their own PIC or complete the validation 
procedure. 
Q1: Where do I find how to complete the validation 
procedure and obtain a PIC?  This is not mentioned in the 
H2020 AGA. 
I understand that,  
• as members of [association], we as LTP experts have an 
established relationship with the organisation: namely we 
are members of the organisation.  This is obviously broad, 

Answer to Q1: For the information about registration of a legal 
entity and allocation of PIC, please refer to the Guide on 
beneficiary registration, validation and financial viability check  
and H2020 Online Manual, in particular, the “Registration of 
organisation” section. 
 
Answer to Q2: Please, submit relevant information in you 
proposal demonstrating the legal relationship between the 
association and its members. Existence or not of the necessary 
conditions will be assessed at the proposal stage by individual 
experts.  
 
Answer to Q3: Please refer to the answer above and note that the 
SJU is not in a position to assess your individual situation at this 
stage. This shall be done at the proposal evaluation phase by 
independent experts.   

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/lev/h2020-guide-lev_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/lev/h2020-guide-lev_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/index_en.htm
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long-standing and not specifically for the work in the GA.   
• we also need a legal relationship.  You state that this can 
be a “legal structure (e.g. the relationship between an 
association and its members)”. 
 
It seems to me that satisfaction of these two conditions is 
therefore achieved simply by being members. 
Q2: Can you please confirm that this is a correct 
understanding, or if not, explain more completely what is 
necessary to satisfy these conditions? 
 
Documentary proof. 
I understand that [association] shall describe its legal 
structure, to enable the assessors to understand the links 
between [association] and its members.  For this purpose, I 
attach the description of the structure. 
Q3: Can you please confirm the attached description is 
sufficient to establish the necessary relationship? 
 
LTP conditions. 
Q4: Can a LTP (in the form of an individual expert person) be 
established satisfactorily by being simply a legal resident of 
an EU Member State?  
Q5: Is a statement from [association] (as beneficiary) that 
“Mr X is a member of [association] with registered address in 
the UK” enough to satisfy this condition? 
 
I understand that “joint and several liability” means that 
both [association] and the LTP(s) are fully responsible equally 
to deliver the work proposed. It is a correct statement that 
[association] as the beneficiary will mainly coordinate the 
work of the LTP(s). 
Q6: How is “joint and several liability” established to the 

Answer to Q4: Please note that, in general, only legal entities are 
eligible for Horizon 2020 grants. For the definition of a “legal 
entity” and the conditions of its participation, refer to Regulation 
(EU) No 1290/2013, setting rules for participation, in particular its 
articles 2 and 9. In addition, refer to the Guide on beneficiary 
registration, validation and financial viability check. 
 
Answer to Q5: Please refer to the answer to Q2 and Q3 above.  
 
Answer to Q6: Whether to request a joint and several liability of a 
linked third party the SJU will decide during Grant Preparation (for 
proposals invited for grant preparation).  
If requested, the third party must accept joint and several liability 
with the beneficiary. In this case it will be required to sign a 
declaration (Annex 3a to the grant agreement) to be submitted by 
the beneficiary at the moment of its accession to the agreement 
(or of the amendment introducing the linked third party in the 
agreement, if at the stage of the agreement implementation).  
The liability is for any amount owned by the beneficiary under the 
grant agreement and up to the linked third party’s maximum EU 
contribution set out in Annex 2 to the grant agreement. 
 
Answer to Q7: It should be noted that the mentioned categories 
and those under the grant agreement shall not be mixed up. You 
shall be very clear in your proposal identifying beneficiaries, their 
linked third parties and any other third party as per the relevant 
category. The differences, specificities, applicable rules and 
conditions are explained in the Annotated Model Grant 
Agreement, through articles 8-14. 
 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/legal_basis/rules_participation/h2020-rules-participation_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/legal_basis/rules_participation/h2020-rules-participation_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/lev/h2020-guide-lev_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/lev/h2020-guide-lev_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_en.pdf
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satisfaction of the SJU assessors?  Or is this status decided by 
the SJU as a condition of the GA? 
 
I have downloaded the H2020 Annotated Model Grant 
Agreement.  It has not been possible to read and understand 
all 730(!) pages.  However, from the indications that you 
have given 
• I understand from Article 8 (page 367) that, inter alia, 
[association] as beneficiary may “use in-kind contributions 
provided by third parties against payment ”;  
• I understand from Article 11 (page 129) that “if necessary 
to implement the action, beneficiaries may use in-kind 
contributions provided by third parties against payment” 
AND “The third parties and their contributions must be set 
out in Annex 1.” 
• I understand from Article 14 (page 141) that the LTP(s) 
“may declare as eligible the costs that they incur for 
implementing the action tasks”. 
In summary, therefore, Articles 8, 11 and 14 together seem 
to say that the LTP(s) ([association] members) may be paid 
for both in kind contributions (expertise and effort) and 
expenses.  This would seem to be suitable for the use 
of[association] members’ expertise to carry out the work of 
the proposal.   
Q7:Can you please confirm this is a correct understanding? 

22 all topics A beneficiary will subcontract some activities to another 
entity. This entity is an affiliate to the beneficiary. 
The beneficiary will claim these costs without any margin 
(the justification of the level of the margin is available; it will 
be clearly identified and deducted from the invoices). Taking 
into account this situation, could you please confirm that 
these costs will be eligible for the beneficiary? 

Subcontracting to affiliates  is not allowed under Horizon 2020 
rules, unless there is a framework contract or the affiliate is the 
usual provider, and the subcontract is priced at market conditions. 
Otherwise, these affiliates may work in the action, but they must 
be identified as linked third parties and declare their own costs.  
For the detailed explanation about the specific cost eligibility 
conditions related to subcontracts, refer to article 13 of the 
Annotated Model Grant Agreement, and those related to the 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_en.pdf
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linked third parties – to article 14 thereof. 
Considering the conditions defined in the mentioned articles, you 
shall be able to decide before submitting your proposal under 
which of the two categories the entity in question would fall in 
your specific case. 

23 all topics We are setting-up a proposal in partnership with several 
stakeholders. One of them is company A, whose shareholder 
is also our company (less than 10% at the moment and 
through our subsidiary company B). Given the situation, can 
we present company A as Linked Third Party to our company 
in a H2020 call?   
  
 

In reply to your enquiry, please consider that, by submitting a 
proposal and signing the GA declaration, applicants/beneficiaries 
assume the responsibility to ensure that all information in their 
proposals is true and accurate, and compliant with the relevant 
legal provisions. This includes that the entities proposed as Linked 
Third Parties (LTPs) qualify as such in the light of the Rules for 
Participation (Article 10) and the Annotated Model Grant 
Agreement (Article 14 – pages 141 to 145). 
It is therefore recommended that applicants/beneficiaries consult 
their legal department when proposing an entity as a LTP or any 
other kind of third party. For more information, please consult the 
Annotated Model Grant Agreement. 

24 all topics 
SESAR-VLD1-10-
2016 
 

Q1: Our company could participate in 2 different 
Consortiums for this call? Are there limitations in this 
aspect? Maybe, a Company could participate as a Member in 
one Consortium and as an outsourcing Company in a 
different one, for this Call? 
 
Q2: I meant to know if an Applicant can be part of 2 or more 
Consortiums for the same Topic. (For example, for SESAR-
VLD1-10-2016: Safe integration of drones, a Company could 
integrate more than 1 Consortium?) 

Answer to Q1: Applicants can submit proposals to more than one 
topic. Each proposal is assessed against its own merit, and 
according to the award criteria established in the SJU Work 
Programme 2016. You can find more information about eligibility 
in the SJU Work Programme, in particular on pages 46-47. 
 
Answer to Q2: There are not restrictions in terms of participation 
of the same entity to more than one proposal/consortium, for the 
same topic or for more than one topic. The reference to the SJU 
WP indicates you the applicable conditions related to eligibility. In 
case proposals with same applicants are funded, a check on 
double funding will  be performed, to make sure that the same 
entity does not charge the same costs more than once for the 
same activities. 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/wp/jtis/h2020-wp16-er-sesar-ju_en.pdf
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Frequently Asked Questions 
 

From the “Info Day - Research and Very Large Scale Demonstrations Call for Proposals” held on 22/03/2017 in Brussels 
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N. Topic Question Answer 

1 All topics Considering that SESAR JU has so far awarder around € 270M 
in 2015-16 on ER, IR & VLD, about € 37M are expected to be 
committed in 2017 on ER & VLD and over € 200M remain to 
be committed in 2018-20, how is the budget distributed 
between ER and VLD topics? 
 

The planning is established and described in the SJUs Single 
Programming Document (SPD) 2017 - 2019 and will be updated in 
future editions as the SJU implements its budget in annual 
(calendar year) cycles. The next edition is expected to be available 
by December 2017 and will include the period 2018-2020. 

2 ER How can a participant distinguish budget stemming from 
H2020 and other sources? Can a beneficiary from CH 
participate in all calls? 

The current call H2020-SESAR-2016-2 is fully funded from Horizon 
2020. The code 'H2020' before each call indicated whether the 
funding source (and relevant rules) is H2020 or another one. In 
case of H2020 calls, the eligibility conditions are indicated in the 
Participant Portal and in this specific case CH is associated 
country. 

3 ER An ATM problem can be considered from various 
perspectives. Given the size of the ER projects in this call, it 
may not be possible for a project to consider the concept 
they research from all perspectives (e.g. human performance 
perspective, cybersecurity perspective…). Which aspects 
must be covered for each topic? 

As an example, the ATM architecture ER topic would be expected 
to consider cybersecurity, because cybersecurity is an essential 
perspective in this topic. Projects in other topics would benefit 
from having cybersecurity perspective, but do not have to do so 
unless cybersecurity is essential for their proposed operational 
improvement or technical enabler. In general, projects aren't 
necessarily expected to cover their research topic from all 
perspectives; bids should clearly detail which aspects they plan to 
cover and justify their research approach. 

4 ER In relation to the KTN topic, ER-01,  does it address all SESAR 
activities (Eg ER and IR) or only ER ones 

The focus of this topic is on ER but looking at existing connections 
with other activities of on Industrial research. Proposals shall 
demonstrate awareness of the link between ER and IR and the 
results of the projects can be linked to IR at a further stage. 

5 ER Considering that the cyber security aspect is tackled in 
different projects and activities, would it not be more 
efficient to remove it from the different projects and foresee 
a specific call only on this topic? 

In this call we are not looking at cyber security specific aspects 
but, considering that the nature of ER is to look forward to 
possible future solutions, we expect to see a mechanism related to 
how this can be built in our future views of the system in ATM. 

6 ER In relation to the ATM application oriented topic, how 
"hypothetical" should be the underpinning concept and 

Proposals are expected to put forward an innovative operational 
improvement or an innovative technical enabler. The TRL 

http://www.sesarju.eu/sites/default/files/SJU_Single_Programming_Document_2017_vFinal_14.12.2016.pdf
http://www.sesarju.eu/sites/default/files/SJU_Single_Programming_Document_2017_vFinal_14.12.2016.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/calls/h2020-sesar-2016-2.html#c,topics=callIdentifier/t/H2020-SESAR-2016-2/1/1/1/default-group&callStatus/t/Forthcoming/1/1/0/default-group&callStatus/t/Open/1/1/0/default-group&callStatus/t/Closed/1/1/0/default-group&+identifier/desc
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/calls/h2020-sesar-2016-2.html#c,topics=callIdentifier/t/H2020-SESAR-2016-2/1/1/1/default-group&callStatus/t/Forthcoming/1/1/0/default-group&callStatus/t/Open/1/1/0/default-group&callStatus/t/Closed/1/1/0/default-group&+identifier/desc
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idea? reference can guide towards understanding how concrete the idea 
should be. For applications oriented ER topics, the text of the call 
specifies that research should be conducted to TRL 2. 

7 ER Shall ER projects include already a DEMO plan? Initially, live demonstrations are not expected at this TRL level. 
However, if the research will benefit from having a live 
demonstration (e.g. for increasing stakeholder buy-in), there are 
no reasons to exlude it.  If the proposal includes a live 
demonstration, it is important that the reason for its inclusion are 
adequately justified. 

8 ER The announced budget is 4 M Euros. Is this sum for each 
project or it is the whole budget for the topic? Will you 
support more than one proposal for each topic? What is the 
expected duration of projects? 

The budget per project is indicative, which means that each 
proposal can request a different budget and must adequately 
justify this proposal. The budget per Topic, while indicative, is 
realistically the maximum the SJU has available to undertake the 
whole scope of the topic within this call. The duration is proposed 
in the Project Execution Guidance, but also it is not binding, except 
Topic ER3-01. Concerning topic ER3-01, as stated in the SJU Work 
Programme (2016), this topic belongs to Work Area WA1.1. 
Transversal Exploratory Research. “This sub Work Area consists of 
one support topic that shall establish an overarching view across 
ATM exploratory research, providing a coordinated exchange of 
research knowledge across a wide range of relevant themes, and 
within the context of this networking, help to further stimulate 
the Future ATM Skilled work-force for ATM”.   The indicative 
budget to this topic is 4M EUR.  On page 42 it is also stated that: 
“The SJU is looking to award one project, with a maximum 
duration of 4 years…”. 
 

9 ER Is it mandatory for the proposals to refer to existing SESAR 
projects or Master Plan enablers? 

Proposals should demonstrate that there could be an 
improvement with regards to the Master Plan, however this is not 
a mandatory requirement. 

10 ER What happens if an idea developed in a proposal is in 
contraddiction with a current SESAR concept? 

There are no limitations to the innovative potential of ER proposal, 
considering that the objective is namely to have a wider scientific 
approach. 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/guides_for_applicants/jtis/h2020-guide-execution-2016-er-sesar-ju_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/wp/jtis/h2020-wp16-er-sesar-ju_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/wp/jtis/h2020-wp16-er-sesar-ju_en.pdf
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11 ER In relation to the KTN topic, what is the link with the 
SESAR2020 Scientific Committee? 

The Scientific Committee (SC) is an advisory body to the Executive 
Director (ED) of the SJU for all research matters across the 
programme. The KTN project will be completely independent from 
the SC. Members of the SC are appointed as independent experts 
to the SJU and any involvement by these individuals in proposals 
will not itself constitute a link with the SC. Indeed, such 
involvement even has the potential to undermine their 
independent status, which is required for participation in the SC.  
However, the simple fact that a member of a proposed project 
belongs to the SESAR SC shall not be considered either positively 
or negatively in the evaluation of the proposal. Any conflicts of 
interest that arise due to the involvement of a SC member in a 
SESAR research project will be managed on a case-by-case basis by 
the SJU, e.g. by excluding the SC member from providing advice to 
the ED on subjects that could be influenced by his or her direct 
participation in research projects. 
 

12 ER In case of a consortium composed mainly by University, to 
what extent can methodology be an important part of the 
proposal? 

The ER topics in this call are applications oriented, and for this 
reason research into new methodologies should not be the main 
objective of the project. The primary research objective of the 
project has to be the research to accept or reject a newly 
hypothesized operational improvement or technical enabler. 
However, novel methodologies may be applied during the 
research, and if the development of new methodolgies is justified 
by the research needs related to the primary objective, research 
into novel methodologies may be conducted within the project as 
a secondary objective. 

13 All topics How a project would progress to industrial research if it 
comes from an organisation that it is not a SESAR 2020 
member? 

There is no rule that new ideas must come from Members, the 
programme is constructed to encourage the flow of ideas towards 
industrial research and deployment and entities may seek to 
collaborate with current SESAR members in future research 
projects. However, given the timeline of the projects that will be 
awarded under this call, the transfer of research results from the 
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ER projects awarded this call is unlikely to happen in the 
timeframe of the current S2020 programme. Research results are 
expected to help define the future ATM Master Plan and the 
future ATM research programme. 

14 VLD1-01 to VLD-
06 

Is it possible for proposals to include a demostration 
platform different from the mentioned one? 

Where the topic description refers to links to other projects that 
are already developing capabilities in specific locations (Ref. to 
topics SESAR-VLD1-01-2016 to SESAR-VLD1-06-2016 inclusive), 
then alternative locations will be out of scope of this specific topic 
as it is focussing on gathering airspace users contributions around 
existing platforms. If additional validation platform options are 
feasible while maintaining the required scope the SJU will be 
interested, but this is not required in itself. 

15 VLD PJ24/25 have already started and have some demostration in 
summer. Is it possible for proposals to be awarded to 
anticipate the start date before the GA signature in order to 
participate to those demonstrations? 

Considering the timeline of the call and its evaluation, it cannot be 
expected that Grant Agreements will be signed before the end of 
2017 and initial communication not sent to the consortia invited 
to GAP before October 2017. 
For proposals that include dependencies with proposed 
justificarion for a start date before entry into force of the Grant 
Agreement it must be undrstood there is no obligation on the SJU 
to accept and therfore the beneficiaries will assume full risk if the 
action if it is started before entry into force of the Agreement.  
Also see answer to Question 18. 

16 VLD How many projects do you envisage to fund per topic? In the Execution Guidelines it is specified the indicative number of 
projects that the SJU intends to fund, and the indicative budget. 

17 VLD Can beneficiaries contribute in kind to the project? The concept of "in-kind contributions" is used while referring to 
the overall contributions of the SJU members to SESAR2020 
programme, after the signature of a Membership Agreement. This 
concept is not applicable to the present open call for proposals. 
Entities not eligible for funding (e.g. International bodies like 
EUROCONTROL) can be listed as a Beneficiary, contribute to the 
total cost of the Action but will not receive funding in accordance 
with the rules. 

18 VLD Is it possible for a project to start before the GA signature? The beneficiary may ask in certain circumstances (as per article 3 

http://www.sesarju.eu/sites/default/files/documents/events/sesar2020-20150504/2_2015_05_04_ER_Info_Day_S2020_Overview_PHO2.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/guides_for_applicants/jtis/h2020-guide-execution-vld-sesar-ju_en.pdf
http://www.sesarju.eu/sites/default/files/documents/events/sesar2020-20150504/2_2015_05_04_ER_Info_Day_S2020_Overview_PHO2.pdf
http://www.sesarju.eu/sites/default/files/documents/events/sesar2020-20150504/2_2015_05_04_ER_Info_Day_S2020_Overview_PHO2.pdf
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Are costs eligible? of the Annotated Model Grant Agreement) to have the action 
starting date before the entry into force of the Grant Agreement 
(GA) (i.e. before its signature), but the SJU may also anticipate that 
it will not be accepted in the framework of the present call for 
proposals.  
The beneficiaries therefore assume full risk implied by starting the 
action before the GA signature, in particular, not being reimbursed 
for the costs incurred. 

19 VLD1-09 With reference to the VLD topic SESAR-VLD1-09-2016 
"Solutions for General Aviation and Rotorcraft ”: it is not 
clear from call description if only one or two end user sectors 
have to be considered. 

It is not mandatory or required to cover both, this will not impact 
the evaluation negatively. 

20 VLD1-08 With reference to VLD1-08: is it possible to have reference to 
SESAR 1 project dealing with this solution. Other regions are 
interested in this topic. 

Yes, this is possible. 

21 All topics What is the impact of the Brexit on this call? The Brexit has no impact on this call since, for the time being the 
UK is still a full member of the EU. 

22 VLD In case of complementary grants, do we need to sign 
collaboration agreements before submitting the proposal? 
What is the process for collaborating and can the SJU give 
any indications? 

There is no specific process for collaboration predefined by the 
SJU. The beneficiaries shall therefore clearly describe their 
proposed collaboration process in their proposal. 
The collaboration agreements do not need to be signed before the 
proposal submission. However, the SJU would like to see them 
signed at the signature of the GA, in order for the beneficiaries to 
demonstrate their mutual commitment to the complementary 
projects. 
It should be recalled that a collaboration agreement is purely 
internal between the consortium and the beneficiaries of a 
complementary grant, to coordinate their work under the 
different GAs and to ensure a smooth and successful project 
implementation. The SJU is NOT a party to this agreement and 
therefore has NO responsibility under this agreement. 
For more information about the projects which shall be 
complementary to the identified projects awarded under the SJU 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_en.pdf
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restricted call for proposals SESAR2020 IR-VLD WAVE1, H2020-
SESAR-2015-2 , refer to the call technical specifications, SJU 
Annual Work Programme and the SJUs Single Programming 
Document (SPD) 2017 - 2019. 
For the Horizon 2020 applicable rules, refer to articles 2 and 41.4 
of the Annotated Model Grant Agreement. 

23 All topics Which tasks of a coordinator can be subcontracted and 
which not? Is their a list provided? 

The coordination tasks listed in Article 41.2 of the GA can normally 
NOT be subcontracted or outsourced to a third party (including 
linked third parties). They can NOT be carried out by other 
beneficiaries.  
In particular the following co-ordination tasks may not be 
subcontracted: 
(i) monitoring that the action is implemented properly; 
(ii) acting as the intermediary for all communications between the 
beneficiaries and the the SJU; 
(iii) requesting and reviewing any documents or information 
required by the SJU and verifying their completeness and 
correctness before passing them on to the SJU; 
(iv) submitting the deliverables and reports; 
(v) ensuring that all payments are made to the other beneficiaries 
without unjustified delay; 
(vi) informing the SJU of the amounts paid to each beneficiary, 
when required under the Agreement or requested by the SJU. 
 

24 All topics How to understand the joint and several liability of a linked 
third party. Is it applied in case the beneficiary is, for 
example, a small/start-up company? How is financial liability 
of an entity assessed? 

The SJU may (during the selection procedure) require joint and 
several liability of a linked third party, if: 
- the financial viability/capacity of a beneficiary is "weak", 
- the beneficiary mainly coordinates the work of its linked third 
party. 
With regard to if, under which conditions and how the financial 
viability checks are performed by the European Commission 
validation services, please refer to the Guide on beneficiary 
registration, validation and financial viability check. 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/wp/jtis/h2020-wp16-er-sesar-ju_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/wp/jtis/h2020-wp16-er-sesar-ju_en.pdf
http://www.sesarju.eu/sites/default/files/SJU_Single_Programming_Document_2017_vFinal_14.12.2016.pdf
http://www.sesarju.eu/sites/default/files/SJU_Single_Programming_Document_2017_vFinal_14.12.2016.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/lev/h2020-guide-lev_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/lev/h2020-guide-lev_en.pdf
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25 All topics What happens if the project goes along not as initially 
planned? 

The grant agreement and the project may be amended only under 
strict conditions, defined in the applicable rules, in particular the 
Annotated Model Grant Agreement.  
Any amendment may not result in changes that - if known before 
awarding the grant - would have had an impact on the decision to 
award it, such as e.g. that: 
- may have had an impact on the assessment of the applicant with 
regard to the eligibility and selection criteria 
- breach the principle of equal treatment of applicants 
- involve modifications in the action and/or budget which may 
have affected the assessment with regard to the award criteria of 
the call 
- do not comply with the applicable financial regulations, Rules for 
Participation or provisions of the grant agreement. 
Should the modification of the GA and project implementation 
imply a substantial change, the SJU may reject the requested 
amendment and apply measures under Chapter 5 of the grant 
agreement ("Rejection of costs - Reguction of the grant - Recovery 
- Sanctions - Damages - Suspension - Termination - Force 
Majeure"). 

26 All topics Evaluation criteria: are they different depending on the type 
of action? 

The evaluation criteria are indicated in the WP as well as the 
weighting (same for all ToAs). 

27 All topics How are experts selected? Experts are selected via a dedicated register on the Participant 
Portal, where everybody can register their profile and offer 
assistance to the Commissions and Agencies when implementing 
the H2020 programme. Experts are selected on the basis of their 
expertise (keywords). Additional rules on rotation (25% of new 
comers compared with previous call), gender and geographical 
balance, private/accademic field are applied in order to guarantee 
a regular rotation of experts. In all cases, conflict of interest are 
assessed during the whole process and must be avoided. 

28 All topics What are the criteria to be invited as independent observer 
to an evaluation of H2020 proposals? 

Observers are selected within the same experts database as 
experts evaluators and are chosen based on their extensive 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_en.pdf
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expertise as experts, preferably in different calls, and very good 
knowledge of the Research framework programme and evaluation 
procedures. 

29 All topics Where do I find the PPT presentations showed at the 
Information Day? 

The Info day presentations have been published on the Sesar JU 
website at the following link: 
http://www.sesarju.eu/newsroom/events/info-day-research-and-
very-large-scale-demonstrations-call-proposals  

http://www.sesarju.eu/newsroom/events/info-day-research-and-very-large-scale-demonstrations-call-proposals
http://www.sesarju.eu/newsroom/events/info-day-research-and-very-large-scale-demonstrations-call-proposals

