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N. Topic Question Answer 

1 SESAR-VLD-10-
2016  

Our company intends to participate in the SESAR-VLD1-10-
2016 call. It was suggested that the usual requirement of a 
consortium of three entities from three member states 
would not be applicable. 
Unfortunately, we cannot find any information on this in the 
available call documents. Working through the participant 
portal submission service it seems that this requirement is in 
effect. 
 
Could you clarify if participating in call SESAR-VLD-10-2016 
does require a consortium of three entities from three 
member states or not? 

As stated in the call related information on the Participant Portal, 
Eligibility and admissibility conditions are described in part B and C 
of the General Annexes of the General Work Programme and in 
the SJU Annual Work Programme. 
In particular, as stated in Part C of the General Annexes of the 
General Work Programme:  for Innovation Actions (as it is the case 
of the SESAR-VLD-10-2016 topic), the eligibility conditions in terms 
of legal entities participation are as follows: 
“At least three legal entities. Each of the three shall be established 
in a different Member State or associated country. All three legal 
entities shall be independent of each other.” 
  
Moreover, as stated in the SJU Annual Work Programme (pag 47): 
"A proposal will only be considered eligible if: 
Please refer to H2020 General Annexes C. Standard eligibility 
conditions and D. Types of action: specific provisions and funding 
rates. 
i. its content corresponds, wholly or in part, to the topic 
description against which it is submitted; 
ii. it complies with the eligibility conditions for Coordination and 
Support Actions (CSAs), or; 
iii. it complies with the eligibility conditions for Research and 
Innovation Actions (RIAs) and Innovation Actions (IAs), i.e. at least 
three legal entities. Each of the three shall be established in a 
different Member State or associated country. All three legal 
entities shall be independent of each other." 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/wp/2016_2017/annexes/h2020-wp1617-annex-c-elig_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/wp/2016_2017/annexes/h2020-wp1617-annex-c-elig_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/wp/jtis/h2020-wp16-er-sesar-ju_en.pdf
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2 SESAR-VLD-10-
2016  

I found that in the following program: SESAR-VLD1-10-2016 
consortium or three parties from 3 countries is obligatory. Is 
it right? 

See question n.1 

3 SESAR-VLD1-06-
2016 

I am preparing a proposal to answer to the SESAR-VLD1-06-
2016 open-call and saw that my Company is already 
registered with a validated PIC. However, I cannot find out 
who the Legal Entity Appointed Representative (LEAR) is for 
us. Could you support me in informing me on our LEAR, so 
that I can contact her/him for our proposal preparation? 

Information on how to contact and find a LEAR is specified on the 
Participant Portal, in the H2020 manual. 
Please check it at the following link: 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-
guide/grants/applying-for-funding/register-an-organisation/lear-
appointment_en.htm   

4 All VLD topics Maybe the research we have been doing about emissions 
evaluation and planning of airport operation could be of 
interest to some SESAR partners. I will be glad to get in 
contact with any group preparing a proposal on these topics. 

You can find information on how to find partners in the H2020 
online manual on the Participant Portal. 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-
guide/grants/applying-for-funding/find-partners_en.htm     
 

5 All VLD topics I would like to hand-in some questions to the following 
topics: 
SESAR-VLD1-01-2016     Arrival Management Extended to En-
route airspace 
SESAR-VLD1-02-2016     Integrated Airport 
SESAR-VLD1-03-2016     Network collaborative Management 
SESAR-VLD1-04-2016     Initial Trajectory Information sharing 
SESAR-VLD1-05-2016     Efficient services and infrastructure 
delivery 
SESAR-VLD1-06-2016     Increased access to airports for low 
visibility mixed fleet operations 
SESAR-VLD1-07-2016     Applications for trajectory based and 
queue management using EPP extended into 
oceanic/intercontinental operations: inter-continental 
trajectory based operations enabled by Satellite based CNS   

1. Information on the projects can be found in CORDIS at the 

following link: http://cordis.europa.eu/projects/home_en.html    

2. The complementarity requirement refers to the topics covered 

by your first question, therefore you can use the link above to find 

the relevant information. 

3. As stated in the call related information on the Participant 

Portal, Eligibility and admissibility conditions are described in part 

B and C of the General Annexes of the General Work Programme 

and in the SJU Annual Work Programme. 

In particular, as stated in Part C of the General Annexes of the 

General Work Programme:  for Innovation Actions (as it is the case 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/grants/applying-for-funding/register-an-organisation/lear-appointment_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/grants/applying-for-funding/register-an-organisation/lear-appointment_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/grants/applying-for-funding/register-an-organisation/lear-appointment_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/grants/applying-for-funding/find-partners_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/grants/applying-for-funding/find-partners_en.htm
http://cordis.europa.eu/projects/home_en.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/wp/2016_2017/annexes/h2020-wp1617-annex-c-elig_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/wp/2016_2017/annexes/h2020-wp1617-annex-c-elig_en.pdf
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SESAR-VLD1-08-2016     Applications for improved flight 
trajectories using SWIM B2B services 
SESAR-VLD1-09-2016     Solutions for General Aviation and 
Rotorcraft 
SESAR-VLD1-10-2016     Safe integration of drones 
 
Questions:  
 
1.) The described VLD’s are related to several PJs within the 
scope of the SESAR 2020 work programme. Could you please 
provide a list of the related PJs and additionally, a list of 
responsible contacts (Email, telephone) of the persons 
involved in the leadership of the affected PJs ? (eg. PJ25, 
PJ27, PJ28, PJ24, PJ31 …) that we as potentially contributing 
airspace users are able to get in contact with potential 
consortium leads? 
 
2.) The 10 defined categories of VLDs describe specific use 
cases and scenarios. Sometimes it can be assumed that a 
certain demonstration project has already been established 
and only AU support is missing. Is this assumption correct ? If 
so, could you please provide a list of the related projects and 
– similar to question 1) – provide relevant contact details of 
project leads. 
 
3.) Related to question 2: Is it actually possible to submit 
own applications to the specific VLD descriptions? 
 
4.) This question is specifically related to SESAR-VLD1-06-
2016: Increased access to airports for low visibility mixed 
fleet operations.  
Is the demonstration scope limited to business aviation 
traffic or is it possible to submit own proposals in the scope 

of the SESAR-VLD-10-2016 topic), the eligibility conditions in terms 

of legal entities participation are as follows: 

“At least three legal entities. Each of the three shall be established 

in a different Member State or associated country. All three legal 

entities shall be independent of each other.” 

See also reply to Question 1. 

 

4. The target is small to medium size airports. Although Business 

Aviation is targeted, the scope also covers mixed fleets which 

allows for e.g. mainline carries to participate. 
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of European scheduled aviation? 

6 SESAR-VLD1-10-
2016 / SESAR-
ER3-01-2016  

1. Regarding the call SESAR-VLD1-10-2016 Safe integration of 
drones, three topics are mentioned in the call: 
•  For long-range surveying •  For light-load movement •  For 
long-endurance surveying. 
The question is if those three topics are to be addressed 
separately or they should be addressed in one proposal? 
 
2. The call mentions six functions: 
Demonstrations related to geo-fencing, shall include notably 
the following set of functionalities: 
•Drone location surveillance and tracking;•Monitoring of 
compliance of the drone operation with relevant rules and 
regulations;• Generation and management of no-fly zones 
based on aeronautical information (including NOTAMs) and 
aviation regulations;• Generation and management of no-fly 
zones for non-aeronautical reasons by appropriate 
agencies;• Generation and management of no-fly zones that 
become active while the drone is in flight;• prevention of the 
drone from flying inside the defined no-fly zones, including 
those that change during flight. 
Are those functions mandatory to address all in the proposal 
or we can address only some of them? 
 
3. The announced budget is 5 M Euros. Is this sum for each 
project or it is the whole budget for the topic? How many 
proposals will you accept? 
 
4. There is another call we are interested in: SESAR-ER3-01-
2016 Knowledge Transfer Network (KTN)The call says:The 
Knowledge Transfer Network shall cover the following 
research activities:• Communication •Observatory and 

1. On Topic SESAR-VLD1-10-2016: these are indicative types of 
missions that are identified as particularly relevant to be 
addressed as part of this call which is “quick win” oriented. It is 
not a requirement however to address all of them 
comprehensively. 
 
2. Yes, all functions are mandatory, unless duly justified in the 
proposal. 
 
3. As stated in the Call technical specifications, pag 7, “the SJU is 
looking to award around 7-10 projects, with an indicative duration 
of 2 years, across the following two topics: a) Solutions for General 
Aviation and Rotorcraft (SESAR-VLD-9-2016) and b) Safe 
integration of drones (SESAR-VLD-10-2016). The SJU therefore 
considers that proposals requesting a contribution from the EU 
between EUR 0.5 and 1 million, with an indicative duration of 2 
years, would allow this specific challenge to be addressed 
appropriately, nonetheless, this does not preclude submission and 
selection of proposals requesting other amounts”. 
 
4. On Topic SESAR-ER3-01-2016: the proposal shall cover all the 
mentioned activities. 
 
5. As stated in the SJU Work Programme 2016, this topic belongs 
to Work Area WA1.1. Transversal Exploratory Research. “This sub 
Work Area consists of one support topic that shall establish an 
overarching view across ATM exploratory research, providing a 
coordinated exchange of research knowledge across a wide range 
of relevant themes, and within the context of this networking, help 
to further stimulate the Future ATM Skilled work-force for ATM”.   
The indicative budget to this topic is 4M EUR.   

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/call_fiches/jtis/h2020-call-doc-2016-er-vld-sesar-ju_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/wp/jtis/h2020-wp16-er-sesar-ju_en.pdf
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roadmap •Take-up •Future ATM Skilled work-force •Support 
to SJU initiatives. 
Does it mean that the proposal shall cover all above 
mentioned activities or it could cover some of them or it 
could cove only one of them or it could propose something 
similar to them? 
 
5. The announced budget is 4 M Euros. Is this sum for each 
project or it is the whole budget for the topic? Will you 
support more than one proposal for each topic (automation, 
CNS, Airport)?  There will be one proposal for each topic? 
How many proposals will you accept? 

At pag 42 it is also stated that: “The SJU is looking to award one 
project, with a maximum duration of 4 years…”. 

7 SESAR-VLD1-10-
2016 

For the same "Topic" (SESAR-VLD1-10-2016), we have now 
been asked by two different companies whether we would 
like to participate in their respective "Consortium". I have 
looked in the EU website (FAQ, etc) but I can't find whether 
it is ok to participate in two different "Consortiums for the 
same "Topic". 
Could you please help us sorting this out? 

Applicants can participate in more than one consortium, and 
submit proposals to more than one topic. Each proposal is 
assessed against its own merit, and according to the award criteria 
established in the SJU Work Programme 2016. 
For more information, please consult the call specific documents 
on the Participant Portal and the Rules for Participation 
(Regulation (EU) No 1290/2013 of the European Parliament and 
the Council of 11 December 2013 laying down the rules for 
participation and dissemination in ‘Horizon 2020 – the Framework 
Programme for Research and Innovation (2014-2020) and 
repealing Regulation 1906/2006). 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/wp/jtis/h2020-wp16-er-sesar-ju_en.pdf
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8 VLD1-07-2016 Following our first reading and review of the CfT we have the 
following initial questions - these relate specifically to the 
Satellite CNS Enabled Flights - VLD1-07-2016 
1. The CFT unambiguously requires 4D demonstration 
campaigns based on revenue flights. This requires equipping 
aircraft with certified avionics packages, which, for the 4D 
datalink on SATCOM capability, will not be available before 
end 2019. Could the demonstrations, or at least part of them 
(i.e. at least Initial trajectory exchange (i4D/EPP)), be 
postponed to 2020 and the project end date set to 31 Dec 
2020? 
  
2. The scope of the project is highly complex and requires co-
ordination and agreement with many different stakeholders. 
We request that the submission deadline is extended by two 
months to May 22nd in order to allow sufficient time to 
create the necessary international and high performing 
consortium, and to produce a high quality proposal that 
everyone has confidence can be delivered to time, to quality 
and to cost. 
  
3. Will the non-EU participation of Aerion, Boeing and NAV 
Canada be eligible for grant funding as consortium 
members? 
In the ‘Topic Description Specific Challenge’ section of the 
Call, it notes ‘The awarded project is expected to set up a 
global demonstration that involves non-European regions 
and ATM actors. The consortium should show sufficient 
involvement of the required stakeholders for the success of 
the project.’ 
We believe that participation of Boeing, Aerion and NAV 
Canada are necessary actors in achieving a global 
demonstration; else the VLD will be incomplete with only EU 

1. It is possible to propose a later start date for the project so that 

it fits within the timeframe of availability of the related solutions, 

and a related justification should be provided. 

 

2. The call deadline has been postponed to 11.05.2017, in order 

for applicants to ensure the quality and diversity of project 

applications that the SJU expects, considering that more time is 

needed for these agreements to be reached that allow them to 

form consortia, and for these organisations to commit to the 

objectives of the project. In particular, the SJU is aware of the 

difficulties in establishing sound agreements with a wide range of 

operational entities, including airlines, which are not usually 

involved in H2020 projects. 

 

3. As stated in the SJU Work Programme, third countries not listed 

in Section A of the General Annexes to the WP 2016-2017 can 

participate in action implementation, but are not automatically 

eligible for funding.  

Entities proceeding from third countries and not listed in Section A 

of the General Annexes to the WP 2016-2017 may only be 

exceptionally considered as eligible for funding: 

- when funding for this entity is provided for under a bilateral 
scientific and technological agreement or any other arrangement 
between the European Union and a third country;  
- when the participation of this entity is essential for carrying out 
the action.  
 
The critical and essential character of the participation of the 
proposed entity for the performance of the action will be assessed 
by the SJU during the proposal evaluation, based on experts’ 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/wp/jtis/h2020-wp16-er-sesar-ju_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/wp/2016-2017/annexes/h2020-wp1617-annex-ga_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/wp/2016-2017/annexes/h2020-wp1617-annex-ga_en.pdf
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consortium members. 
In the Call, on page 2 of Part A General Annexes of HORIZON 
2020 – WORK PROGRAMME 2016-2017, paragraph 3 states  
‘Legal entities established in countries not listed above will 
be eligible for funding when such funding is explicitly 
foreseen in the call’, whilst Paragraph 4 states ‘In addition, 
legal entities established in countries not listed above and 
international organisations (IOs) will be eligible for funding:  
… When the Commission deems participation of the entity 
essential for carrying out the action funded through Horizon 
2020.’ 
Are we therefore correct to interpret these clauses and the 
Topic Description Specific Challenge text above as meaning 
that Boeing, Aerion and NAV Canada are indeed eligible for 
grant funding? If not, in what circumstance would the 
Commission deem their participation to be essential? 
 
4. In the ‘Topic Description Specific Challenge’ section of the 
Call, it notes that a successful VLD should consist of a ‘ 
significant number of Inter-continental revenue flights’. In 
the view of the SESAR JU, how many flights does "significant" 
represent? 

advice.  
 
Therefore, the proposal shall clearly justify why the mentioned 
entities should be considered essential, in light of specific 
conditions and work to be carried out, so that this information is 
made available to experts and used for the above assessment. To 
demonstrate such active contribution, a letter of intent of non-
European partners for participation to the global demonstration 
could be included in project proposals. Otherwise, any legal entity 
not qualifying for funding should be clearly identified as such in 
the proposal. 
 
4. As mentioned in the call technical specifications, “Applicants 
should demonstrate how their flying programme will provide the 
benefits expected to be derived from the project”. In this respect 
the SJU estimates that hundreds of flights will be required. 

9 All VLD topics I am a PhD student of the University of Gdansk (Poland) of 
the law faculty. My research is strictly connected to the 
development of the Single European Sky and SESAR system 
and the current gridlock of its implementation. I can see that 
there are calls strictly connected to my subject but I would 
like to ask for some recommendation to which one of them I 
should apply?  

All information is provided through the Participant Portal, included 
attached documents that can be found at the topic level that fully 
describe the requirements and opportunities for applicants.   
The SJU is not in a position to advise or recommend to potential 
applicants the topics that should be applied for. 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/call_fiches/jtis/h2020-call-doc-2016-er-vld-sesar-ju_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/calls/h2020-sesar-2016-2.html#c,topics=callIdentifier/t/H2020-SESAR-2016-2/1/1/1/default-group&callStatus/t/Forthcoming/1/1/0/default-group&callStatus/t/Open/1/1/0/default-group&callStatus/t/Closed/1/1/0/default-group&+identifier/desc
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10 SESAR-ER3-
04/05-2016 

We spotted the er3-04 
(https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/
en/opportunities/h2020/topics/sesar-er3-04-2016.html) and 
possibly er3-05 
(https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/
en/opportunities/h2020/topics/sesar-er3-05-2016.html) calls 
as ideal candidates. I can see that these are RIA calls but I 
can’t find more info such as typical project budget and 
project duration (1, 2,3, 4 years?) we can ask for. Could you 
please give us more info on this matter? 

Information about indicative budget per topic and project 
duration can be found in the SJU Work Programme and in the Call 
technical specifications on the Participant Portal. 

11 SESAR-VLD1-03-
2016  

1. Would VLD1-03-2016 be compatible with exchanges not 
limited to the ground (FOC for the AU) but also involving the 
cockpit (on EFBs only , not Avionics) to get the Pilot involved 
in the cooperative decision process, e.g. on a STAM, TTA 
change, etc…? 
 
2. Would an Airborne Industry partner (not present in PJ24) 
be eligible for this VLD1-03-2016, to support an AU in the 
EFB and/or Air-Ground connectivity aspects? 

In relation to both questions: the VLD is geared towards securing 
additional end-users to de-risk the transition towards deployment 
for PCP ATM Functionality 4 which presently does not require any 
changes on the airborne system side from airspace users. To that 
end the proposed technical approach would be considered not 
aligned with the topic under this call.  

12 SESAR-VLD1-10-
2016 

In order to execute a good number of RPAS missions/flights 
in this VLD, while putting to the test the different 
applications (and enabling technologies) addressed by the 
Call text, we may be limited to deploying bigger size RPAS. 
Those RPAS may not always be well fit for VLL operations 
over populated areas, yet they can carry the currently 
available ICNS technologies needed for the execution of the 
demonstration/validation flights. The current TRL level for 
some of ICNS technologies that fit the limited size, weight 
and power envelopes of small RPAS may not be mature 
enough to ensure safe operations.  Therefore this question; 
will the use of bigger RPAS in this VLD have a negative impact 
on the interest of the SJU to support such projects? 

It is recognised that this demonstration may call for the use of 
low-TRL technologies and that future miniaturisation is inevitable. 
Consequently, the choice of the air vehicle used is not significant 
to the acceptability to the SJU, as long as its operating and 
technological characteristics are representative of those vehicles 
that will ultimately operate in the VLL environment, and that it can 
demonstrate the kind of missions expected in that environment. 
Demonstration reports should then show the importance of 
miniaturisation, determine performance requirements and make 
standardisation and regulatory recommendations to help the 
further development of suitable technologies. 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/wp/jtis/h2020-wp16-er-sesar-ju_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/call_fiches/jtis/h2020-call-doc-2016-er-vld-sesar-ju_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/call_fiches/jtis/h2020-call-doc-2016-er-vld-sesar-ju_en.pdf
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13 SESAR-VLD1-10-
2016 

1. We are wondering if this call is similar to this call published 

in 2013 http://cordis.europa.eu/news/rcn/134447_en.html ? 

Can SESAR-vld1-10-2016 be divided into several topics or is 

the call under one topic only? For us to apply we will only 

apply for a limited part: 

.E-identification and registration.Surveillance and 

tracking.Automatic flight permissions.Flight plan validation. 

Geofencingand not the whole scope. Is this possible? 

 

2. To qualify to H2020 companies from 3 countries has to be 

part of the application. Reading the report from the 2013 call 

(attached) there where several projects where only 2 

countries was involved. Do the same apply for SESAR-VLD-

10-2016? 

3. Both companies are from non EU countries: Norway and 

Switzerland, but are listed under countries that are allowed 

to apply. Can we apply for coordinator role for the limited 

scope we are targeting? 

1. The call is divided into several topics. However one topic only is 
targeting the safe integration of drones (topic ID: SESAR-VLD1-10-
2016). The proposed scope falls under this topic. 
 
2.  As stated in the call related information on the Participant 
Portal, Eligibility and admissibility conditions are described in part 
B and C of the General Annexes of the General Work Programme 
and in the SJU Annual Work Programme. 
In particular, as stated in Part C of the General Annexes of the 
General Work Programme:  for Innovation Actions (as it is the case 
of the SESAR-VLD-10-2016 topic), the eligibility conditions in terms 
of legal entities participation are as follows: 
“At least three legal entities. Each of the three shall be established 
in a different Member State or associated country. All three legal 
entities shall be independent of each other.” 
See also reply to Question 1. 
 
3. Please see above. There are not restrictions in terms of 
eligibility of the country of the Coordinator.  

14 SESAR-VLD1-10-
2016 

We are working on a proposal for the CALL: Safe Integration 
of Drones and in we have a doubt in the orientation of the 
project. 
In the section specific challenge, the text literally says "quick-
win solution enabling the safe integration of drones, IN ALL 
KINDS OF AIRSPACE". However in the section scope the call 
says: "The demonstrations should aim at a proof-of-concept  
for drones traffic management operating with a 
representative service environment...with preference being 
given to those referred above(long range surveying, light-

The general scope of this topic covers integration issues in all 
classes of airspace, however this call is particularly looking for 
quick win opportunities for specific mission types. To that end, 
projects may decide to focus only at solutions enabling specific 
mission types (i.e. not to cover comprehensively in a single project 
integration issues into all classes of airspace). 

http://cordis.europa.eu/news/rcn/134447_en.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/wp/2016_2017/annexes/h2020-wp1617-annex-c-elig_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/wp/2016_2017/annexes/h2020-wp1617-annex-c-elig_en.pdf
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load movement, long-endurance surveying)". So our 
question is: 
 
The project should covers all kinds of airspace or our 
proposal can be focused in one or two of the services 
environment? 

15 SESAR-VLD1-10-
2016 

Attended the info day & it was useful for me to be there. 
Thanks for clear & targeted info. However I have a question 
on other ongoing programs; specifically this ESA ARTES 
project VIADRONE (https://artes.esa.int/projects/viadrone). 
This looks like an similar effort or at least overlapping with 
SESAR-vld-10-2016. Do you have any info on this that you 
can share with me and do you see any benefit of us 
combining our efforts with this project 

As part of the proposal, complementarity with any other relevant 
projects will have to be demonstrated.  
Relevant information on the topic SESAR-VLD-10-2016 can be 
found in the Participant Portal. 

16 SESAR-VLD1-01-
2016 

Preparing a proposal for the topic in subject and making 
reference to the relevant ER/VLD Call Technical 
Specifications (also reported in the scope description on the 
participant portal), we have two questions regarding to the 
following text: 
 
“This VLD project will demonstrate the airspace user 
perspective of these concepts, and it must ensure that its 
activities are to be coordinated with parallel projects 
working in this area. In particular, this action follows on from 
the Project PJ25 XSTREAM funded under call H2020-SESAR-
2015-2.”   
And  “The demonstration flights shall land at the following 
major European Hubs: London Heathrow and Gatwick, Paris 
CDG/ORLY, or Zurich; their route must overfly one or more of 
the following ACCs: Maastricht, Reims, Paris, London, 
Karlsruhe, Brest, Shannon, Prestwick, Langen, Munich, 
Genève, Marseille, or Bordeaux.”  

1. Such a proposal would be considered out of scope, considering 
that topic SESAR-VLD1-01-2016 is specifically targeting airspace 
users that will use the demonstration platforms to be made 
available by PJ25. 
 
2. In line with reply n.1, any other scenario at other locations 
would be considered out of scope. 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/calls/h2020-sesar-2016-2.html#c,topics=callIdentifier/t/H2020-SESAR-2016-2/1/1/1/default-group&callStatus/t/Forthcoming/1/1/0/default-group&callStatus/t/Open/1/1/0/default-group&callStatus/t/Closed/1/1/0/default-group&+identifier/desc
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1. Is it eligible a proposal on this topic with another 
reference airspace/airports having similar characteristics 
(e.g. another ACC and/or Airport) ? 
 
2. If this is not the case, having a proposal in line with geo-
constraints requested, can we include in the same proposal 
an additional scenario based on a different set of 
ACCs/major airports? 

17 SESAR-VLD1-10-
2016 

I contact you about the call SESAR 2020 EXPLORATORY 
RESEARCH AND VERY LARGE SCALE DEMONSTRATIONS OPEN 
CALL - TOPIC : Safe integration of drones. 
I would like to know what do you mean with "consorzio"? 
How many companies should be involved and what size and 
profile must have? 
It's possible that share a single SMEs? 

Eligibility and admissibility conditions are described in part B and C 
of the General Annexes of the General Work Programme and in 
the SJU Annual Work Programme. You find the relevant 
information at the following link: 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/
wp/2016_2017/annexes/h2020-wp1617-annex-c-elig_en.pdf  

See also reply to Question 1. 
 
For more information about the Horizon 2020 Rules of 
Participation, please refer to the REGULATION (EU) No 1290/2013 
OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL of 11 
December 2013 laying down the rules for participation and 
dissemination in "Horizon 2020 - the Framework Programme for 
Research and Innovation (2014-2020)" and repealing Regulation 
(EC) No 1906/2006 at the following link: 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/legal_
basis/rules_participation/h2020-rules-participation_en.pdf  as 
well as the guidance provided in the Participant Portal H2020 
Manual. 

18 SESAR-VLD1-08-
2016 

Would you please clarify if non-EU organizations such as 
ASECNA, ATNS (South African ANSP), Air Services Australia, 

With reference to the specific Topic “SESAR-VLD1-08-2016 
Applications for improved flight trajectories using SWIM B2B 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/wp/2016_2017/annexes/h2020-wp1617-annex-c-elig_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/wp/2016_2017/annexes/h2020-wp1617-annex-c-elig_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/legal_basis/rules_participation/h2020-rules-participation_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/legal_basis/rules_participation/h2020-rules-participation_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/funding/guide.html
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/funding/guide.html


H2020-SESAR-2016-2 FAQs - 07.04.2017 
 

etc… could be eligible for SJU funding under this action, and 
if yes under which conditions? If not, what would be the 
recommended approach to get them involved in the project 
to provide the requested “global” contribution? 

services”, the call Technical Specifications (in particular, pag 40) 
refer to the general rules of H2020 regarding the eligibility of 
entities proceeding from third countries. 

As stated in the Work Programme, third countries not listed in 
Section A of the General Annexes to the WP 2016-2017 can 
participate in action implementation, but are not automatically 
eligible for funding.  

Entities proceeding from third countries and not listed in Section A 
of the General Annexes to the WP 2016-2017 may only be 
exceptionally considered as eligible for funding: 

- when funding for this entity is provided for under a bilateral 
scientific and technological agreement or any other arrangement 
between the European Union and a third country;  
- when the participation of this entity is essential for carrying out 
the action.  
The critical and essential character of the participation of the 
proposed entity for the performance of the action will be assessed 
by the SJU during the proposal evaluation, based on experts’ 
advice.  

Therefore, the proposal shall clearly justify why the mentioned 
entities should be considered essential, in light of specific 
conditions and work to be carried out, so that this information is 
made available to experts and used for the above assessment. To 
demonstrate such active contribution, a letter of intent of non-
European partners for participation to the global demonstration 
could be included in project proposals. Otherwise, any legal entity 
not qualifying for funding should be clearly identified as such in 
the proposal. 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/call_fiches/jtis/h2020-call-doc-2016-er-vld-sesar-ju_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/wp/2016-2017/annexes/h2020-wp1617-annex-ga_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/wp/2016-2017/annexes/h2020-wp1617-annex-ga_en.pdf
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19 SESAR-ER3-01-
2016 

Is there an overall limit (i.e. % of the total KTN budget) that 
cannot be exceeded, when paying for the mission expenses 
of external invited experts (i.e. not CSA partner beneficiaries) 
attending KTN-organised events? 

There is no indication in the Call topic description about specific 
limits for pre-defined cost categories. 
Therefore, and as a general rule, article 6 of the AGA applies, and 
in particular the provision that costs must be reasonable and 
comply with the principle of sound financial management. 
We invite you also to carefully read article 15 of the AGA, and the 
H2020 WP 2016-2017 General Annexes , with specific provisions 
for “Financial support to third parties”. 

20 SESAR-ER3-01-
2016 

The Technical Specifications state that "This action allows for 
the provision of financial support to third parties in line with 
the conditions set out in Part K of the General Annexes and 
in accordance with the SJU Annual Work Programme 
(Amendment 1) and the Single Programming Document 
2017-2019." 
 
The criteria for awarding financial support to third parties 
should ensure best value for money and avoid any conflicts 
of interest, but do all provisions of financial support (even for 
small amounts budgeted for in the proposal, e.g not 
exceeding EUR 20k) need to be decided through a formal 
public call rather than determined by a competent and 
unbiased committee appointed within the framework of the 
CSA based on several proposals? 

The same rules apply with regard to provision of financial support 
to third parties notwithstanding the amount of support envisaged.  
 
In particular Part K of the General Annexes stipulates that 
“Projects must publish widely their open calls and adhere to 
Horizon 2020 standards with respect to transparency, equal 
treatment, conflict of interest and confidentiality. All calls for third 
parties must be published on the Horizon 2020 Participants Portal, 
and on the projects own web site. The calls must remain open for 
at least three months. If call deadlines are changed this must 
immediately be published on the call page on the participant's 
portal and all registered applicants must be informed of the 
change.”  
 
See: 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/
wp/2016_2017/annexes/h2020-wp1617-annex-k-fs3p_en.pdf   
 
See also Article 137 of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of 
the European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 
on the financial rules applicable to the general budget of the 
Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 
1605/2002 and Article 210 of Commission Delegated Regulation 
(EU) No 1268/2012 of 29 October 2012 on the rules of application 
of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the European 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/wp/2016_2017/annexes/h2020-wp1617-annex-k-fs3p_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/wp/2016_2017/annexes/h2020-wp1617-annex-k-fs3p_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/wp/2016_2017/annexes/h2020-wp1617-annex-k-fs3p_en.pdf
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Parliament and of the Council on the financial rules applicable to 
the general budget of the Union: 
http://ec.europa.eu/budget/biblio/documents/regulations/regula
tions_en.cfm “ 

21 SESAR-ER3-01-
2016 

The Technical Specifications state that "This action allows for 
the provision of financial support to third parties in line with 
the conditions set out in Part K of the General Annexes and 
in accordance with the SJU Annual Work Programme 
(Amendment 1) and the Single Programming Document 
2017-2019." 
 
Other than the EUR 60000 limit that can be paid to each 
third party, is there an overall maximum that cannot be 
exceeded, e.g. no more than 25% of the total KTN budget 
that can be granted to third parties? 

In reply to your enquiry, there is no indication in the Call topic 

description about specific limits for budget distribution other than 

the ones indicated in article 15 of the AGA, and in the H2020 WP 

2016-2017 General Annexes (specific provisions for “Financial 

support to third parties”). 

 

22 SESAR-VLD1-10-
2016 

1. Where can I find the short list of airports and airports 
operators selected by SESAR to run the VLD for the SESAR-
VLD1-10-2016: Safe integration of drones? 
 
2. Can you please confirm only proposal including those 
airports will be eligible? For instance, you said that Instambul 
airport is not in this short list, so pilot in Turkey won’t be 
accepted by the EU Commission. 
 
3. Where and when will you publish the info day 
presentations? 
 
4. Can you please provide a national EASA contact for Italy?  

1. For this topic, there is no pre-defined list of airport/airport 
operators.  
 
2. For this topic, there are no pre-defined locations. In terms of 
eligibility, as stated in the call related information on the 
Participant Portal, Eligibility and admissibility conditions are 
described in part B and C of the General Annexes of the General 
Work Programme and in the SJU Annual Work Programme. You 
find the relevant information at the following link: 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/
wp/2016_2017/annexes/h2020-wp1617-annex-c-elig_en.pdf  
(see also reply to Question 1.) 
 
3. The Info day presentations have been published on the Sesar JU 
website at the following link: 
http://www.sesarju.eu/newsroom/events/info-day-research-and-
very-large-scale-demonstrations-call-proposals  
 

http://ec.europa.eu/budget/biblio/documents/regulations/regulations_en.cfm
http://ec.europa.eu/budget/biblio/documents/regulations/regulations_en.cfm
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/wp/2016_2017/annexes/h2020-wp1617-annex-k-fs3p_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/wp/2016_2017/annexes/h2020-wp1617-annex-k-fs3p_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/wp/2016_2017/annexes/h2020-wp1617-annex-c-elig_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/wp/2016_2017/annexes/h2020-wp1617-annex-c-elig_en.pdf
http://www.sesarju.eu/newsroom/events/info-day-research-and-very-large-scale-demonstrations-call-proposals
http://www.sesarju.eu/newsroom/events/info-day-research-and-very-large-scale-demonstrations-call-proposals


H2020-SESAR-2016-2 FAQs - 07.04.2017 
 

4. The SJU is not in a position to provide such information. 

23 SESAR-VLD1-10-
2016 

How much is the budget for the specific topic “Safe 
integration of drones”? 

Information about indicative budget per topic and project 
duration can be found in the SJU Work Programme and in the Call 
technical specifications on the Participant Portal. 
See also reply to Question 10. 

24 All VLD topics We understand that the European Commission has published 
a new set of rules for participation. Could you let us know 
more about these? 

The European Commission did not publish a new set of rules for 
participation under the H2020 programme. 
However, a new version of the general H2020 Model Grant 
Agreement, i.e. MGA v.4 has been published on 27 February 2017. 
The modifications mainly affect financial aspects of the MGA (such 
as, for example, new definition for additional remuneration, 
increased flexibility for accepting as personnel costs, internal 
invoicing etc.), but also include a new category of third parties not 
receiving EU funding (i.e. “international partners”). 
 
Please note that it is not yet clear when exactly the specific 
SESAR Joint Undertaking MGA v.4 will be adopted by the 
European Commission. For any questions this regarding you may 
wish contacting the European Commission directly through the 
Research Enquiry Service. 
 
For your information, the revised general MGA v.4 is available on 
the Participant Portal, under the Reference Documents section. It 
includes a “history of changes” with a link to MGA version showing 
the specific changes.  
 
The revised general MGA v.4: 
• for the grant agreements under preparation - due to the 
required implementation in SyGMa - will be used for grants with 
GAP opening from August 2017 onwards; 
• grants signed under v.3.0 will benefit from the retroactive 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/wp/jtis/h2020-wp16-er-sesar-ju_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/call_fiches/jtis/h2020-call-doc-2016-er-vld-sesar-ju_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/call_fiches/jtis/h2020-call-doc-2016-er-vld-sesar-ju_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/index.cfm?pg=enquiries
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/funding/reference_docs.html#h2020-mga-gga
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provisions.  
 
The European Commission will inform individually all beneficiaries 
of ongoing grants and applicants for grants under preparation, 
including once the specific SESAR Joint Undertaking MGA v.4 will 
become available. 

25 SESAR-VLD1-08-
2016 

This VLD (more precisely VLD1-08) is now available through 
the Horizon 2020 and we have looked around for potential 
partners.  We have looked into the possibility to start 
organising the submission of the proposal as leaders, but, 
unfortunately, the effort required for the preparation of a 
reasonably good submission by the deadline of 11 May 2017 
is of such nature that we simply do not have it available.  We 
have checked with the other partners and it did not appear 
that they will be ready to put this administrative effort 
either.  
Having said that, I believe something reasonable could be 
done if there was chance to extend the deadline for the 
submission until October 2017.    

The call deadline has been postponed to 11.05.2017, in order for 
applicants to ensure the quality and diversity of project 
applications that the SJU expects, considering that more time is 
needed for these agreements to be reached that allow them to 
form consortia, and for these organisations to commit to the 
objectives of the project. In particular, the SJU is aware of the 
difficulties in establishing sound agreements with a wide range of 
operational entities, including airlines, which are not usually 
involved in H2020 projects.  
Further extensions are not envisaged. (See also question n.8) 

26 All VLD topics I have understood that VLD projects are IA Type of Action. 
My question now would be what are the funding levels? 
For Airlines? 
For SME's? 
For Industry? 
For Academia? 

You can find in the call page on the Participant Portal information 
about the funding rates for Innovation Actions (under the Section 
Topic Conditions and documents) : 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/
wp/2016_2017/annexes/h2020-wp1617-annex-d-ia_en.pdf   

27 SESAR-VLD1-10-
2016 

We are finalizing a consortium for a SESAR-VLD-10 proposal 
and we would like to include a partner from Israel. We 
assume that Israel counts as a country to have the 3 different 
countries required in the call (see attached file from H2020 
rules, but I do not know if this applied to SESAR calls). Is that 
right? What about Switzerland? Is the same? 

As stated in the call related information on the Participant Portal, 
Eligibility and admissibility conditions are described in part B and C 
of the General Annexes of the General Work Programme and in 
the SJU Annual Work Programme. You find the relevant 
information at the following link: 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/
wp/2016_2017/annexes/h2020-wp1617-annex-c-elig_en.pdf   
In this specific case, for Innovation Actions (as it is the case of the 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/calls/h2020-sesar-2016-2.html#c,topics=callIdentifier/t/H2020-SESAR-2016-2/1/1/1/default-group&callStatus/t/Forthcoming/1/1/0/default-group&callStatus/t/Open/1/1/0/default-group&callStatus/t/Closed/1/1/0/default-group&+identifier/desc
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/wp/2016_2017/annexes/h2020-wp1617-annex-d-ia_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/wp/2016_2017/annexes/h2020-wp1617-annex-d-ia_en.pdf
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SESAR-VLD-10-2016 topic), the eligibility conditions in terms of 
legal entities participation are as follows: 
“At least three legal entities. Each of the three shall be established 
in a different Member State or associated country. All three legal 
entities shall be independent of each other.” 
See also reply to Question 1. 
 
As far as the status of Switzerland is concerned, we invite you to 
consult the information available on the Participant Portal at the 
following link: 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/
hi/h2020-hi-swiss-part_en.pdf   

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/hi/h2020-hi-swiss-part_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/hi/h2020-hi-swiss-part_en.pdf

