
Call for Trans-national cooperation among Marie Skłodowska-Curie 

National Contact Points (NCP) 

H2020-MSCA-NCP-2014 

Objective:  

Facilitate trans-national co-operation between National Contact Points (NCPs) for the Marie 

Skłodowska-Curie actions (MSCA), with a view to identifying and sharing good practices and 

raising the general standard of support to applicants, taking into account the diversity of 

actors.  

Scope:  

Support will be given to a consortium of formally nominated NCPs in the area of MSCA. The 

activities will be tailored according to the nature of the area, and the priorities of the NCPs 

concerned. Various mechanisms may be included, such as benchmarking, joint workshops, 

enhanced cross-border brokerage events, training sessions linked to MSCA as well as to 

gender dimension of Research and Innovation, twinning schemes, etc. Special attention will 

be given to enhancing the competence of MSCA NCPs, including helping less experienced 

NCPs rapidly acquire the know-how accumulated in other countries. It will be also 

encouraged to build up cooperation with other networks to increase visibility to potential 

beneficiaries, especially in the non-academic sector. 

The focus throughout should be on issues specific to MSCA and should not duplicate actions 

foreseen in the NCP network for quality standards and horizontal issues under 'Science with 

and for Society'. 

Only NCPs host organisations from EU Member States, Associated Countries, and third 

countries which have been officially appointed by the relevant national authorities are eligible 

to participate in and receive funding for this action. 

The consortium should have a good representation of experienced and less experienced NCPs. 

Submission of a single proposal is encouraged. NCPs from EU Member States or Associated 

Countries choosing not to participate as a member of the consortium should be identified and 

the reason explained in the proposal. These NCPs are nevertheless invited and encouraged to 

participate in the project activities (e.g. workshops), and the costs incurred by the consortium 

for such participation (e.g. travel costs paid by the consortium) may be included in the 

estimated budget and be eligible for funding by the Commission. 

The Commission will only fund one proposal under this topic. 

Expected impact:  

• An improved and professionalised NCP service across Europe, therefore helping simplify 

access to Horizon 2020 calls, lowering the entry barriers for newcomers, and raising the 

average quality of submitted proposals.  

• A more consistent level of NCP support services across Europe. 

Type of action: Coordination and support action. The funding rate for this call is provided in 

part D of the General Annexes. 

 

 



CONDITIONS FOR THIS CALL 

Publication date:  11 December 2013
1
  

Deadline(s):  02 April 2014 at 17.00.00 Brussels time
2
 

Indicative budget:   EUR 1.50 million from the 2014 budget.
3
 

Duration:  The maximum duration of support will be three years from the starting 

date specified in the Agreement. 

Eligibility and admissibility conditions: The conditions are described in parts B and C of the 

General Annexes to the work programme. The following supporting documents will be 

required to determine the operational capacity: 

 A description of the profile of the persons who will be primarily responsible for 

carrying out the proposed work; 

 A description of any significant infrastructure or any major items of technical 

equipment, relevant to the proposed work; 

 A description of any partner organisations that are not represented as beneficiaries, but 

who will nonetheless be contributing towards the work. 

Evaluation criteria: The criteria, scoring and threshold are described in part H of the General 

Annexes to the work programme. 

Evaluation procedure: The procedure for setting a priority order for proposals with the same 

score is given in part H of the General Annexes.  

The full evaluation procedure is described in the relevant guide associated with this call. 

- Proposal page limits and layout: The maximum length of the proposal is 30 pages. Experts 

will be instructed to disregard any excess pages. 

The minimum font size allowed is 11 points. The page size is A4, and all margins (top, 

bottom, left, right) should be at least 15 mm (not including any footers or headers). Ensure 

that the font type chosen is clearly readable (e.g. Arial or Times New Roman). 

- Indicative timetable for evaluation and grant agreement:  

Information on the outcome of the evaluation (one stage): Maximum 5 months from the final 

date for submission. 

Indicative date for the signing of grant agreements: Maximum 3 months from the date of 

informing applicants. 

Consortium agreement: 

Participants in actions resulting from this call are NOT required to conclude a consortium 

agreement. 

                                                           
1
 The Director-General responsible for the call may publish it up to one month prior to or after the envisaged 

date of publication.  

2
  The Director-General responsible may delay this deadline by up to two months. 

3
 The budget amounts for 2014 are subject to the availability of the appropriations provided for in the draft 

budget for 2014 after the adoption of the budget for 2014 by the budgetary authority or if the budget is not 

adopted as provided for in the system of provisional twelfths. 


