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REQUESTS FOR CLARIFICATION 
Sustainable Industry Low Carbon scheme 

(SILC) I - Short-term innovation measures 

 

67/G/ENT/CIP/13/D/N03S02 
 

CONSOLIDATED LIST OF REQUESTS RECEIVED 

VERSION OF 11/06/2013 

1. Which industries are qualifying themselves as EU ETS industries? 

2. What are EU ETS installations? 

3. Is it possible to apply a SILC grant for every organisation in every industry, or are there any restrictions? 

4. Do you have a project database or some information about the outcome of the last calls? Is there 
information available on former projects that have been funded under this scheme and if so where would it be 
possible to obtain such information, including information on the co-ordinator of the projects but also further 
information about other partners involved (for example size of consortium and type of entities)? 

5. Which applicants may be eligible for the Program? 

6. Is it possible to submit more than one proposal by the same applicant, as co-ordinator or/and co-
applicants? 

7. Can private and public universities participate in this call? 

8. As a manufacturer from China, do we have the qualification to take part in this call? If yes, can we be a 
co-ordinator or only a partner and how many partners should we find at least in order to apply for this call? 

9. We are interested in searching for partners regarding the Call for Proposals “Sustainable Industry Low 
Carbon scheme (SILC)”. How can we contact potential partners? 

10. We are currently running/we plan to run a project for technology development aimed at reducing CO2 
emissions in industry sectors eligible under the SILC I Call. However, the expected market readiness of the 
technology is not in line with the time horizon required under the Call (immediate to 3 years). Demonstration 
phase before industrial implementation will still be required. Is such a project still eligible? Will the proposal 
still be assessed by the Evaluation Committee? 
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11. What does it mean that eligible activities are carried out in installations exceeding the capacity thresholds 
specified therein? Which are these thresholds? 

12. What does it mean that project must be carried out by a consortium of at least 2 legal entities? 

13. A SILC I project must be carried out by a consortium of at least 2 legal entities. What can be the 
relationship between these 2 entities? Are affiliated entities allowed in this Call? 

14. If the budget is € 2,850,000 and each project can get € 950,000, does it mean that with 3 projects funding 
could be finished? 

15. Is the automotive industry within the scope of this call? 

16. Could you please provide some information about the responsible national contact point in Germany? Is 
there any national contact point in Germany for the Grant scheme? 

17. Section 4 of the “Call for Proposals” document on EU Financing mentions that “publication of the call 
does not guarantee the availability of funds for the above action”. Is the budget allocation confirmed? 

18. Is a joint-stock company from Croatia eligible to apply to this call if it has had negative net result since 
2010? 

19. Would the following illustrative projects be considered under the scope of this call: Solar device used to 
reduce the electrical consumption? New technology using 50% less electricity? Waste heat recovery from an 
"eligible activity"? New technology generating less CO2 than conventional technologies? 

20. Are feasibility studies eligible? 

21. Could you inform us of the eligibility in this call of: Switzerland? African countries? 

22. Through this e-mail I contact you to find out all necessary docs and steps what we need to make from our 
side so we pass and get co-finance of our project. 

23. I don't see application form on the participant portal. Where can I find it? 

24. We are realizing an industrial plant for the production of a plastic film for packaging. Can we participate 
in the call? What can be financed? 

25. I cannot determine if my activities (waste treatment) are eligible because I am not sure if they are within 
the “manufacturing and process industries covered by the EU ETS (Annex I of the EU ETS Directive). 

26. Can activities of “technical support” to project management and dissemination be sub-contracted (just for 
limited amount)? If yes, do related costs have to be charged only on the coordinator or also on whatever 
partner? 

27. The “Call for Proposals” document mentions a maximum EU financing amount of € 950,000 per project 
while it is written in the “B1 and B2 Costs and Revenue” Form that the EC Maximum contribution is € 750,000. 
Which is the effective maximum fundable amount by EU for each project? 

28. In Form B6 on “Description of the action”, are the tables (planned efforts, work packages and 
deliverables) described in Section 4 to be counted in the maximum 9 pages of Section 3 (detailed description of 
the activities) or are they additional to the 9 pages of Section 3? 
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29. Can we include in our application some letters of interest/support by stakeholders interested to 
disseminate and facilitate the exploitation at EU level of the proposed innovation measures? 

30. Is there an overview on the proposals/project ideas from the last calls available? 

31. Is there any advantage in the evaluation if the project involves more companies together? 

32. Is it possible to see who is going to apply for SILC I? 

33. For the composition of the consortium to be set up, is there any “geographical balance” to be respected, or 
even a suggestion? Is eligible a proposal where applicants come all from the same country (extreme case: 
consortium of 2 legal entities from the same country)? 

34. According to the Call for Proposals, “subcontracting may only cover the implementation of a limited part 
of the action up to 20% of each partner’s eligible costs”. Does this mean that we can only purchase equipment, 
machines and tools (by tendering procedure) not expensive than 20% of total eligible costs? 

35. I have admission for a PhD program in a University with a research proposal. Can I apply for your 
supporting program to cover my expenses? 

36. According to the Guide for Applicants, Form B5 (financial statement form) has to be filled only by private 
bodies. Nevertheless the Form B5 itself foresees one sheet for each partner: could you please confirm us that 
only private bodies have to fill it and then only the filled documents have to be uploaded on SEP? 

37. Is there any B8 Form template (professional references and details of past similar projects) available? 

38. In the “B1 and B2 Costs and Revenue” Form under “Financial contribution of the beneficiaries (own 
resources)” heading, can we insert the percentage (25% or more) of project costs not covered by the EU 
contribution? Or only other costs, additional to the whole project amounts? 

39. Is heat production from combustion of fuels an eligible activity? 

40. Is the shipyard industry within the scope of this call? 

41. As a natural person, where can I find the unit costs specific to the CIP/EIP programme? 

42. Please find attached/below our project idea. Can you please inform us about its eligibility and if we have 
any chance when applying for this call? 

43. We would be thankful if you do not transfer this question into the FAQs document to preserve the idea. 

44. If our proposal does not fit with the 2013 SILC I Call, do you know a call this year where we can submit 
it? 

45. In “B1 and B2 Costs and Revenue” Form, can the company’s internally used day rate (EUR/day) per 
person be entered instead of the annual gross salaries of the participants (sensitive data)? 

46. Would the following illustrative project be considered under the scope of this call: heat production from 
geothermal sources instead of burning fossil fuels? 

47. Is agriculture within the scope of this call? 
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48. If we start the project right after the submission, in the case it would get awarded, would the costs 
incurred between the submission and awarding dates be subject to co-financing by the EU? 

49. Who can participate in the project: small and medium enterprises? large enterprises? If large enterprises 
can participate, can they request a 75% contribution of eligible costs? 

50. If a beneficiary already receives an EU funding from another project of the FP7 for indirect costs, can the 
indirect costs be eligible for that beneficiary under the SILC Call? 

51. Who is the European Commission’s desk officer in charge of the Call for Proposals? 

52. Do applicants have to provide, at the submission phase, the documents proving their legal status? 

53. In addition to the documents described in the Guide for Applicants and to be submitted, do we also have 
to provide a letter of commitment from each partner? 

54. Do private entities have to provide a declaration on honour regarding their financial capacity in addition 
to Form B5? 

55. Do applicants have to submit a declaration on honour regarding the operational capacity of each partner? 

56. Is the project eligible if the partner of the project is the Research Centre of a Corporate Group which 
owns many installations carrying eligible activities? 

57. Should all partners of the project fill in Form B3? 

58. Could you help me to find forms for annexes (Part B)? 

59. Which kind of expenses can be recovered by the SILC I about the new technology that would be installed 
during the project? 

60. Can we include in the budget a research contract with a University? 

61. Can SILC I fund the development or the commercialisation of biomass technologies? Either exclusively or 
like switching technology? 

62. Is the food processing industry within the scope of this call? 

63. According to the Call, the maximum duration of a SILC I project is 36 months. In which cases can that be 
justified? 

64. Information on 2012 selected projects is not available yet under the links you provided in Answer 4. Can 
you provide it as an answer in this "FAQ"? 

65. What is the typical extend (pages) for Annex 7 (Form B8) and Annex 8 (Form B9). How much info is 
acceptable there? 

66. What is expected in Form B9 as support for Forms B1/B2? 

67. Producing profit could not be a purpose of the action, but is energy saving a profit? 

68. Can gasification or anaerobic digestion of waste from pulp and paper installations be an eligible action? 
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69. How is the rate of use of the equipment defined in practical terms? 

70. Does the power of attorney need to be submitted with the proposal or could it be submitted later? Can it 
be submitted under Form B9? Is there any template for this power of attorney? 

71. In Form A2, what is expected under "Information concerning participation and involvement"? For 
example the amount in euro of "own contribution" from the specific partner, or co-financing from third 
parties? 

72. For a public body no Financial Statement Form is to be submitted but the total yearly revenues/resources 
has to be provided. Is this figure to be submitted only within form A2 or also under Annex 4 in a blank pdf 
document? 

73. In case of a consortium of 3 partners, how are the Part B documents uploaded? 

74. Can we fix an appointment with the officer in charge of this call to present the project concept in order to 
check that it fits within the call scope? 

75. In Form A2 under “Organisation details”, private companies are asked to fill in the financial statement 
form A5. It that a mistake? 

76. What are the differences between Section 3 and Section 4 of Form B6 template and what it is expected to 
be placed in these two sections? 

77. For prívate entities, should all the following documents be submitted: extract from the official journal? 
copy of articles of association? extract of trade or association register? certificate of liability to VAT? 

78. Regarding operational capacity, shall the supporting document be provided only by each partner asking 
more than € 60,000? And does the € 60,000 threshold correspond to the grant awarded by the EC (75% of the 
eligible costs)? 

 
***************** 

1. Which industries are qualifying themselves as EU ETS industries? 
Qualifying EU ETS industries for the 2013 SILC I Call ("Eligible activities") are any refining, production or 
manufacturing activities which are listed in Annex I to the EU ETS Directive1, excluding the production of 
electricity, and which are carried out in installations exceeding the capacity thresholds specified therein. 

2. What are EU ETS installations? 
EU ETS installations are those covered by the activities listed in Annex I to the EU ETS Directive2. We draw 
your attention on the fact that not all EU ETS installations are "eligible activities" for the 2013 SILC I Call. 

                                                            
1 Directive 2003/87/EC & amending Directive 2009/29/EC. 

2 See Footnote 1. 
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3. Is it possible to apply a SILC grant for every organisation in every industry, or are 
there any restrictions? 

In accordance with the rules set out in the "Call for Proposals" document of the 2013 SILC I Call, we draw 
your attention to the following restrictions: 

- Eligible activities are any refining, production or manufacturing activities which are listed in Annex I to the 
EU ETS Directive3, excluding the production of electricity, and which are carried out in installations 
exceeding the capacity thresholds specified therein. 

- The 2013 SILC I Call for Proposals is open to any legal entity. 

- Each SILC I project must be carried out by a consortium of at least 2 legal entities. At least one consortium 
member (applicant or partner) must be an operator of an installation that carries out an eligible activity. 

4. Do you have a project database or some information about the outcome of the last 
calls? Is there information available on former projects that have been funded 
under this scheme and if so where would it be possible to obtain such 
information, including information on the co-ordinator of the projects but also 
further information about other partners involved (for example size of consortium 
and type of entities)? 

Under the SILC I Calls for Proposals in 2011 and 2012, five and six applications respectively were received. 
For each call, two proposals were successful and awarded a grant. The two projects retained for funding 
under the 2011 Call have been published at the following website, where the projects retained for funding 
in 2012 will also be published before 30th June 2013: 
 
http://ec.europa.eu/beneficiaries/fts/index_en.htm 
 
Information for the year 2011 may also be found at the following link, which provides a broader list of the 
grants awarded by DG Enterprise and Industry, beyond the SILC I initiative: 
 
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/contracts-grants/files/call-for-proposals/themes_2011/grants2011_en.pdf 
 
The two projects which have been awarded a grant under the 2011 SILC I Call are as follows: 

• SLCTM (Sustainable Low Carbon Tissue Manufacturing) 

The objective of the project is the development of standardized guidelines for achieving greenhouse gas 
emission reductions in tissue making by identifying optimal heat recovery concepts and developing new 
methods of operating. It is based on the data collection from 16 paper machines in several EU paper mills. 

The project is carried out by a consortium of two legal entities: 

- Metsä Tissue Corporation (co-ordinator): private commercial organisation (public 
limited company) based in Finland, and 

- Ingenieurbüro Neumeister (partner): private commercial organisation (independent 
person) based in Germany. 

 
• ER>ER (Energy Recovery > Emission Reduction) 

                                                            
3 See Footnote 1. 

http://ec.europa.eu/beneficiaries/fts/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/contracts-grants/files/call-for-proposals/themes_2011/grants2011_en.pdf
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The objective of the project is the development of a waste heat recovery best practice framework, based 
on a real project experience of an energy recovery plant for the production of ferro-alloys, including multi-
cycle dissemination of the results obtained. 

The project is carried out by a consortium of two legal entities: 

- Energy Efficiency in Industrial Processes asbl (co-ordinator): private non-profit 
organisation, based in Belgium, and 

- Finnfjord AS (partner): private commercial organisation (limited company) based in 
Norway. 

 
Apart from the information indicated above, it is envisaged to set up a specific website for the SILC 
initiative on which more detailed information would be provided about all the awarded projects. However, 
it is currently not possible to indicate as of when this website will be actually available. 

5. Which applicants may be eligible for the Program? 
In accordance with the rules set out in the "Call for Proposals" document of the 2013 SILC I Call, 
applications from legal entities established in one of the following countries are eligible: 

• EU Member States 

• EEA countries: Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway 

• Candidate countries: Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Turkey 

• Other countries from the Western Balkans, in accordance with the provisions to be determined 
with those countries following the establishment of Framework Agreements concerning their 
participation in Community programmes: Albania, Montenegro and Serbia 

• Third countries, when agreements and procedures so allow: Israel 

• The participation of partners from other countries than one of the countries referred to above is 
allowed, but it will not be considered as concurring to the eligible costs. 

In addition, at least one consortium member (applicant or partner) must be an operator of an installation 
that carries out a refining, manufacturing or production activity other than the production of electricity, as 
specified in Annex I to Directive 2009/29/EC and falling under the provisions of this Directive as of 2013. In 
this sense, activities relating to the category "combustion of fuels" in Annex I to the EU ETS Directive are 
hence only eligible to the extent that these relate to the production of heat as final output. 

6. Is it possible to submit more than one proposal by the same applicant, as co-
ordinator or/and co-applicants? 

In principle, there are no restrictions to submit more than one proposal. However, we draw your attention 
on the following elements: 

• In accordance with the rules set out in the "Call for Proposals" document of the 2013 SILC I Call, 
each action may give rise to the award of only one grant from the budget to any one beneficiary. 
In no circumstances shall the same costs be financed twice by the Union budget. Applicants have 
to inform the Commission immediately of any multiple applications and multiple grants relating to 
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the same action. The applicant shall inform about sources and amounts of EU funding received or 
applied for the same action or for part of the action. 

• Should multiple proposals be submitted by the same applicant, each proposal would need to be 
specific and clearly distinguished with no overlap between the different proposals. 

• When assessing the proposals, it will be carefully checked that there is no potential conflicts 
between the proposals, the resources are not allocated more than once and the eligible costs are 
not claimed more than once. 

7. Can private and public universities participate in this call? 
A particular obligation regarding the type of legal entity is not specified in the 2013 SILC I Call. Private and 
public universities can then participate like any other legal entity. Nevertheless, we draw your attention on 
the fact that each SILC I project must be carried out by a consortium of at least 2 legal entities, with the 
obligation that at least one consortium member (applicant or partner) is an operator of an installation that 
carries out a refining, manufacturing or production activity other than the production of electricity, as 
specified in Annex I to Directive 2009/29/EC and falling under the provisions of this Directive as of 2013. 

8. As a manufacturer from China, do we have the qualification to take part in this 
call? If yes, can we be a co-ordinator or only a partner and how many partners 
should we find at least in order to apply for this call? 

In accordance with the rules set out in the "Call for Proposals" document of the 2013 SILC I Call, the 
participation of partners from other countries than EU Member States, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, 
Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Turkey, Albania, Montenegro, Serbia and Israel is 
allowed, but it will not be considered as concurring to the eligible costs. 

Each SILC I project must be carried out by a consortium of at least 2 legal entities and the co-ordinator 
(lead organisation) can be any of them. 

9. We are interested in searching for partners regarding the Call for Proposals 
“Sustainable Industry Low Carbon scheme (SILC)”. How can we contact potential 
partners? 

Brokering services for potentially interested project partners are not offered by the Commission. Potential 
applicants will have to find potential project partners on their own initiative. 

10. We are currently running/we plan to run a project for technology development 
aimed at reducing CO2 emissions in industry sectors eligible under the SILC I 
Call. However, the expected market readiness of the technology is not in line with 
the time horizon required under the Call (immediate to 3 years). Demonstration 
phase before industrial implementation will still be required. Is such a project still 
eligible? Will the proposal still be assessed by the Evaluation Committee? 

Section 5 of the 2013 SILC I “Call for Proposals” document, setting out eligibility criteria for applications, 
does not make explicit reference to the different phases through which the proposed innovation measures 
are to be developed. Therefore, a proposal for a project involving a demonstration phase and uncertainty 
on the market readiness of the proposed innovation measures may not be formally considered ineligible. 

However, Section 5 of the “Call for Proposals” document does state that ‘applications must respect the 
maximum duration of projects’. This is to be read in association with information reported in Section 2, 
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which clearly describes the objective of the Call as well as the key aspects to be addressed by SILC I 
projects and their expected outcomes. From Section 2, it is clear that innovation measures expected to 
receive co-financing must imply the possibility ‘to be implemented at industrial scale in the short term (i.e. 
immediately to 3-year time horizon)’. This approach is also reflected in Section 15 (Annex 3) which reports 
the evaluation criteria which will be applied for the selection of proposals, in particular in criterion 2 
‘Impact’ (e.g. ‘To what extent can the solutions be implemented within short-term (i.e. immediately to 3 
year time horizon)?). 

As indicated in Section 1 of the “Call for Proposals” document, innovation measures ‘including possible 
breakthrough solutions that typically require pilot or demonstration programmes and validation prior to 
their industrial implementation (time horizon for implementation: more than 3 years)’ are expected to be 
the object of the second phase of the SILC initiative, indicated as SILC II (2014-2020). The grant scheme 
under SILC II is not linked to the current 2013 Call for Proposals and the concrete design of the action is 
meant to take place during 2013 while the first SILC II Call for Proposals is expected in 2014. 

11. What does it mean that eligible activities are carried out in installations exceeding 
the capacity thresholds specified therein? Which are these thresholds? 

In accordance with the rules set out in the "Call for Proposals" document of the 2013 SILC I Call, eligible 
activities are any refining, production or manufacturing activities which are listed in Annex I to the EU ETS 
Directive4, excluding the production of electricity, and which are carried out in installations exceeding the 
capacity thresholds specified therein. According to the EU ETS Directive, some activities need to be above 
certain thresholds to be covered by the EU ETS Directive while some others do not. When thresholds 
apply, they are defined in Annex I to the EU ETS Directive. 

For illustrative purpose, any installation of "metal ore (including sulphide ore) roasting or sintering, 
including pelletisation" is eligible (no threshold applies for this activity) whereas installations of 
"production of pig iron or steel (primary or secondary fusion) including continuous casting" are eligible 
only if they have a capacity exceeding 2,5 tonnes per hour (a threshold applies for this activity), as set out 
in Annex I to the EU ETS Directive. 

12. What does it mean that project must be carried out by a consortium of at least 2 
legal entities? 

In accordance with the rules set out in the "Call for Proposals" document of the 2013 SILC I Call, each SILC I 
project must be carried out by a consortium of at least 2 partners and all the partners involved in the 
consortium need to have a legal status. The partners may be private entities, public entities and/or 
individuals. 

13. A SILC I project must be carried out by a consortium of at least 2 legal entities. 
What can be the relationship between these 2 entities? Are affiliated entities 
allowed in this Call? 

There is no restriction on the relationship between the two or more legal entities involved in the 
consortium (affiliated entities are allowed). 

                                                            
4 See Footnote 1. 
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However, we draw your attention to the need for the project "to be replicable, scalable and applicable to 
other installations (including possibilities for replication and extension of project outcomes, dissemination 
of information)" in order to fulfil the evaluation criteria (Section 15 of the "Call for Proposals" document). 

14. If the budget is € 2,850,000 and each project can get € 950,000, does it mean that 
with 3 projects funding could be finished? 

The number of grant agreements under the 2013 Call is not fixed and will result from the matching of 
actually claimed funding amounts (on the basis of a ranking list, with proposals sorted in decreasing order 
of merit) and the available total funding budget, as indicated in the call. We would like to draw your 
attention on the fact that the amount of 950 k€ represents an upper limit for an individual project that 
might not necessarily be requested in all cases. In the case where each of the three best eligible projects 
would ask for 950 k€, maximum three projects could indeed be granted under the planned budget. 
Nevertheless, it may also happen that the actually claimed funding amounts allow funding more than 
three projects, provided that the total amount granted does not exceed € 2,850,000. 

15. Is the automotive industry within the scope of this call? 
In accordance with the rules set out in the "Call for Proposals" document of the 2013 SILC I Call, any legal 
entity can apply. However, we draw your attention on the fact that each SILC I project must be carried out 
by a consortium of at least 2 legal entities, and at least one of them must be an operator of an installation 
that carries out an eligible activity (any refining, production or manufacturing activities which are listed in 
Annex I to the EU ETS Directive5, excluding the production of electricity, and which are carried out in 
installations exceeding the capacity thresholds specified therein). In addition, the project must present one 
or several concrete measures that demonstrably lead to a reduction of the specific GHG emission intensity6 
of an installation carrying out an eligible activity. 

The automotive industry is not an eligible activity as such but any company from the automotive industry 
can be part of a consortium which meets the requirement mentioned above. 

16. Could you please provide some information about the responsible national 
contact point in Germany? Is there any national contact point in Germany for the 
Grant scheme? 

There are no national contact points for questions related to the SILC Call for Proposals. Any contacts are 
directly being dealt with in written form by the SILC Help Desk. 

17. Section 4 of the “Call for Proposals” document on EU Financing mentions that 
“publication of the call does not guarantee the availability of funds for the above 
action”. Is the budget allocation confirmed? 

The call mentions the maximum budget which may be allocated for EU financing. There is no guaranty of 
the availability of funds for the action until the grant agreement is signed. This is a standard provision 
which is applicable to all EU funded grants. 

                                                            
5 See Footnote 1. 

6 Wherever referred to in the text, the specific GHG emission intensity is defined as the ratio between direct CO2 or 
N2O emissions and output units of an activity. 



 
 

11 
 

18. Is a joint-stock company from Croatia eligible to apply to this call if it has had 
negative net result since 2010? 

Legal entities established in Candidate countries including Croatia are eligible to apply for this call. 

We draw your attention to the specific provisions on the applicant's financial capacity as outlined in 
Section 7.1 of the "Call for Proposals" document. The question of the financial viability of a project partner 
is an aspect of importance for both the Commission and the consortium members themselves. 

In particular, the Commission's Evaluation Committee during the evaluation process will perform an 
internal financial risk assessment – based on the information provided in Forms A2 and B5 and further 
financial viability calculations on the basis of the information provided as specified in Chapter IV.2 of the 
"Guide for Applicants" document. It will eventually take its decision on a case-by-case basis whether or not 
an application is deemed to fulfil the financial capacity requirements and may also request, if needed, 
additional safeguarding measures (e.g. bank guarantee from the coordinator). 

We would like also to remind you that the financial viability issue is also of importance for the consortium 
members themselves, given the particular provisions to which they commit under the Grant Agreement 
with regard to the joint responsibility and the recovery of payments (see Chapters II.1, II.24 and II26 "Draft 
Grant Agreement" document). 

19. Would the following illustrative projects be considered under the scope of this 
call: Solar device used to reduce the electrical consumption? New technology 
using 50% less electricity? Waste heat recovery from an "eligible activity"? New 
technology generating less CO2 than conventional technologies? 

As specified in the “Call for Proposals” document, a SILC I project must come up with concrete measures 
which lead to a reduction of the specific GHG emission intensity of a manufacturing process at the level of 
an installation. In this context, the specific GHG emission intensity is defined as the ratio between direct 
CO2 emissions and a unit of production. This implies that indirect emission reductions (due to a reduction 
in the consumption of purchased electricity) will not lead to a reduction of the specific GHG emission 
intensity. Hence, proposals dealing with energy efficiency or energy saving measures which only focus on 
decreasing the consumption of electricity purchased (e.g. solar device used to reduce the electrical 
consumption; new technology using 50% less electricity) are not eligible. 

Nevertheless, proposals dealing with energy efficiency or energy saving measures may fall within the 
scope of 2013 SILC I Call for Proposals to the extent that reductions of the specific GHG emission intensity 
of a manufacturing process are actually achieved. For instance, waste heat recovery from an installation 
that carries out an eligible activity falls within the scope, provided it actually results in a reduction of the 
specific GHG emission intensity of that eligible activity. Any such reduction can be achieved either by 
savings of primary fuel use or by demonstrating that part of the direct emissions can be allocated to the 
production of a different or new product (e.g. electricity). 

Proposals which aim at reducing specific GHG emission intensity without any specific focus on energy 
efficiency (e.g. new technologies generating less CO2) are under the scope of 2013 SILC I Call for Proposals. 

20. Are feasibility studies eligible? 
Key aspects assessed during the evaluation of proposals submitted under the SILC I Call for Proposals are, 
amongst others, the extent to which applicants: 

1) come up with concrete measures, 
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2) provide  (quantitative, to the extent possible) information on the reduction of specific GHG 
emission intensity, and 

3) show that the proposed measures do potentially benefit to a broader range of installations and do 
not address a specific problem that exists only in one particular installation. 

Key requirements are the development and deployment of measure(s), in the meaning of a (technological 
or non-technological) solution which is either actually implemented or which at least is ready to be 
implemented without any need for further developments or adaptations at the level of the applicant's 
installation.  

As such, a mere general feasibility study (e.g. investigating various options, economic assessments) is not 
considered to be sufficient. 

21. Could you inform us of the eligibility in this call of: Switzerland? African 
countries? 

In accordance with the rules set out in the "Call for Proposals" document of the 2013 SILC I Call, the 
participation of partners from other countries than EU Member States, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, 
Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Turkey, Albania, Montenegro, Serbia and Israel is 
allowed, but it will not be considered as concurring to the eligible costs. 

22. Through this e-mail I contact you to find out all necessary docs and steps what we 
need to make from our side so we pass and get co-finance of our project. 

All the documents related to the 2013 SILC I Call for Proposal are available on the following webpage 
under the heading “Information Package”: 

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/page/call_CIP?callIdentifier=67-G-ENT-CIP-13-D-
N03S02 

The information package includes: 

- the “Call for Proposals” document, 

- the “Guide for Applicants” document, 

- the “Draft Grant Agreement” agreement, 

- the “Guidelines for Technical Reporting” document, and 

- the “FAQs” document (this document). 

All the necessary steps to follow for applying for the 2013 SILC I Call are explained in this information 
package. 

We remind all applicants that applying for the Call does not guaranty to be awarded a grant. All the 
applications will be assessed by the Commission's Evaluation Committee during the evaluation process and 
a merit list will be established. The proposal ranked first, then the proposal ranked second, and so on, will 
be funded until the total budget available is exhausted. 

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/page/call_CIP?callIdentifier=67-G-ENT-CIP-13-D-N03S02
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/page/call_CIP?callIdentifier=67-G-ENT-CIP-13-D-N03S02
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23. I don't see application form on the participant portal. Where can I find it? 
In accordance with the rules set out in the "Call for Proposals" and "Guide for Applicants" documents of 
the 2013 SILC I Call, applications must only be submitted using the electronic submission system. Proposals 
arriving at the Commission by any other means are regarded as not submitted and will not be evaluated. 

To submit electronically a proposal, applicants must use the electronic submission system which is 
available from the following webpage under the heading “Electronic Proposal Submission”: 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/page/call_CIP?callIdentifier=67-G-ENT-CIP-13-D-
N03S02&specificProgram=EIP 

For accessing the electronic submission system of the call, we would like to remind that applicants need 
to: 

- choose from the scrolling list under the heading “Electronic Proposal Submission” the 
relevant funding scheme (Entrepreneurship and Innovation Programme [CIP-EIP-GEN]), 
and 

- click the “go” button to be linked to the correct entry point. 

24. We are realizing an industrial plant for the production of a plastic film for 
packaging. Can we participate in the call? What can be financed? 

Any legal entities can participate in the call. In accordance with the rules set out in the "Call for Proposals" 
document of the 2013 SILC I Call, we would like however to remind you the following points: 

- Each SILC I project must be carried out by a consortium of at least 2 legal entities. 

- At least one consortium member (applicant or partner) must be an operator of an 
installation that carries out an eligible activity, where an eligible activity is any refining, 
production or manufacturing activity which is listed in Annex I to the EU ETS Directive7, 
excluding the production of electricity, and which is carried out in installations exceeding 
the capacity thresholds specified therein. 

- A SILC I project must come up with concrete measures which lead to a reduction of the 
specific GHG emission intensity of a manufacturing process at the level of an installation. 

When a SILC I project is awarded a grant (based on the establishment of a merit list during the proposal 
evaluation process), it can be co-financed by the EU up to 75% of the eligible costs. For the detailed list of 
eligible costs, we invite applicants to read carefully Section 4.2 of the "Call for Proposals" document, in 
particular Sections “4.2.1 Eligible direct costs” and “4.2.2 Eligible indirect costs”. We remind applicants 
that non-eligible costs and at least 25% of the eligible costs need to be funded by non-EU contribution (e.g. 
beneficiary's own resources, income generated by the project, or financial contributions from third 
parties). In addition, the maximum EU financing amount cannot exceed € 950,000 per project. 

                                                            
7 See Footnote 1. 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/page/call_CIP?callIdentifier=67-G-ENT-CIP-13-D-N03S02&specificProgram=EIP
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/page/call_CIP?callIdentifier=67-G-ENT-CIP-13-D-N03S02&specificProgram=EIP
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25. I cannot determine if my activities (waste treatment) are eligible because I am not 
sure if they are within the “manufacturing and process industries covered by the 
EU ETS (Annex I of the EU ETS Directive). 

EU ETS installations are those covered by the activities listed in Annex I to the EU ETS Directive8 and 
require holding an EU ETS permit to operate. We draw your attention on the fact that not all EU ETS 
installations are "eligible activities" for the 2013 SILC I Call (the production of electricity is excluded from 
this Call). 

Waste treatment installations are not covered by the EU ETS Directive and hence do not fulfil the eligibility 
criteria set out in Section 5.1 of the "Call for Proposals" document of the 2013 SILC I Call. In general, we 
invite you to contact your local authorities to know if your activities fall under the EU ETS scheme. 

26. Can activities of “technical support” to project management and dissemination be 
sub-contracted (just for limited amount)? If yes, do related costs have to be 
charged only on the coordinator or also on whatever partner? 

In accordance with the rules set out in the "Call for Proposals" document of the 2013 SILC I Call, sub-
contracted tasks are allowed if: 

- They only cover a limited part of the action (up to 20% of each partner’s eligible costs); 

- They are justified having regard to the nature of the action and what is necessary for its 
implementation; and 

- They are clearly identified. 

In addition, only tasks that are not core business can be sub-contracted. Given the 2013 SILC I Call 
characteristics, project management and dissemination tasks should be considered as key elements of the 
proposals and seen in general as core business. Nevertheless, some specific sub-tasks, for instance the 
support of a specialised consultancy for the financial-administrative part of the project management or 
support services for organising a dissemination workshop, might still be sub-contracted. 

Notwithstanding the above, it is reminded that only the Commission's Evaluation Committee that will be 
appointed for the evaluation of the proposals received will be entitled to decide on which tasks are 
considered as core business and cannot be sub-contracted. 

27. The “Call for Proposals” document mentions a maximum EU financing amount of 
€ 950,000 per project while it is written in the “B1 and B2 Costs and Revenue” 
Form that the EC Maximum contribution is € 750,000. Which is the effective 
maximum fundable amount by EU for each project? 

In accordance with the rules set out in the "Call for Proposals" document of the 2013 SILC I Call, we 
confirm to applicants that the maximum EU financing amount is € 950,000 per project. The “B.1 and B.2 
Costs and Revenue” Form template, which was containing an editorial mistake, has now been corrected 
and the correct version can be downloaded within the electronic submission system. 

We draw your attention on the fact that form templates are provided to applicants only to help them in 
submitting their applications and have no legal value. Applicants remain responsible for all the documents 
they submit. 

                                                            
8 See Footnote 1. 
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28. In Form B6 on “Description of the action”, are the tables (planned efforts, work 
packages and deliverables) described in Section 4 to be counted in the maximum 
9 pages of Section 3 (detailed description of the activities) or are they additional to 
the 9 pages of Section 3? 

The tables described in Section 4 of Form B6 template are meant to explain how to fill the “Detailed 
description of the activities” (Section 3), which should then consist of maximum 9 pages based on the 
structure described in Section 4. In general, Form B6 should contain the following points: 

1. Objectives (maximum 1 page) 

2. Justification (maximum 3 pages) 

3. Detailed description of activities, including the Planned objectives, the Planned effort, the Work 
packages and the Deliverables (maximum 9 pages) 

4. Methodology (maximum 4 pages) 

5. Duration and plan of action 

6. Estimated impact on target groups (maximum 2 pages) 

7. Multiplier effects (maximum 1 page) 

As explained in the "Guide for Applicants" document, the core of any proposal is the description of the 
action to be submitted under Form B6. This form contains a list of headings which highlight the aspects 
that will be assessed against the evaluation criteria, and we strongly recommend applicants to follow the 
structure provided in the form template. 

29. Can we include in our application some letters of interest/support by stakeholders 
interested to disseminate and facilitate the exploitation at EU level of the proposed 
innovation measures? 

Such stakeholder interest/support letters are allowed but are not required nor needed to apply for the 
Call. We remind applicants that the proposals will be assessed against the evaluation criteria as defined in 
Section 15 of the "Call for Proposals" document. A supporting letter could be considered during the 
evaluation process only if it contributes to show to what extent the proposed measures “are replicable, 
scalable and applicable to other installations (including possibilities for replication and extension of project 
outcomes, dissemination of information)", and the proposed activities “demonstrate a clear European 
added value (clear need and benefit to carry out the project at European level instead of at national or 
private level)" and “are covering a wide geographical range and number of relevant stakeholders to ensure 
a European visibility”. 

30. Is there an overview on the proposals/project ideas from the last calls available? 
Information is only available for the projects which have been awarded a grant and are funded by the EU 
(see Question 4 for the details on the funded projects under SILC I). Please take note that, for 
confidentiality reasons, we cannot disclose any information on proposals which have not been funded. 
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31. Is there any advantage in the evaluation if the project involves more companies 
together? 

The absolute number of companies involved in a project does not matter with regard to the evaluation 
and selection process. The only requirement in terms of numbers is that the consortium running the 
project is made of at least two legal entities. 

We, nevertheless, remind applicants that the eligible proposals will be assessed based on their relevance, 
their impact, their quality and their budget and cost-effectiveness as mentioned in Section 15 of the "Call 
for Proposals" document. In particular, we draw your attention to the need for the project "to be 
replicable, scalable and applicable to other installations (including possibilities for replication and 
extension of project outcomes, dissemination of information)", "to demonstrate a clear European added 
value (clear need and benefit to carry out the project at European level instead of at national or private 
level)" and “to cover a wide geographical range and number of relevant stakeholders to ensure a European 
visibility” in order to fulfil the evaluation criteria. 

32. Is it possible to see who is going to apply for SILC I? 
Please take note that, for confidentiality reasons, we cannot disclose such information. We remain, 
however, at your disposal for any specific questions you might have with regard to the submission of a 
proposal, as long as these relate to procedural or administrative aspects. 

33. For the composition of the consortium to be set up, is there any “geographical 
balance” to be respected, or even a suggestion? Is eligible a proposal where 
applicants come all from the same country (extreme case: consortium of 2 legal 
entities from the same country)? 

There is no obligation that the two or more legal entities involved in the consortium are from different 
countries. 

However, we draw your attention to the need for the project "to be replicable, scalable and applicable to 
other installations (including possibilities for replication and extension of project outcomes, dissemination 
of information)", "to demonstrate a clear European added value (clear need and benefit to carry out the 
project at European level instead of at national or private level)" and “to cover a wide geographical range 
and number of relevant stakeholders to ensure a European visibility” in order to fulfil the evaluation 
criteria (Section 15 of the "Call for Proposals" document). 

34. According to the Call for Proposals, “subcontracting may only cover the 
implementation of a limited part of the action up to 20% of each partner’s eligible 
costs”. Does this mean that we can only purchase equipment, machines and tools 
(by tendering procedure) not expensive than 20% of total eligible costs? 

We remind that Section 4.4 of the Call for Proposals document mentions the possibility for applicants to 
sub-contract a limited part of the action (up to 20%), where sub-contracting is intended for service 
contracting. The purchase of equipment, machines or tools cannot be considered as sub-contracting. 

In accordance with the rules set out in the "Call for Proposals" and “Guide for Applicants” documents of 
the 2013 SILC I Call, only depreciation for equipment which is strictly necessary for the purposes of 
carrying out the action can be charged as direct costs. Sections VII.3 and VII.10 of the “Guide for 
Applicants” detail how to compute the eligible costs related to equipment (Note: the costs of rental or 
lease of equipment or other assets are also eligible on the same basis). We draw your attention on the fact 
that only the portion of the equipment's depreciation, rental or lease costs corresponding to the period of 
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the duration of the action and the rate of actual use for the purposes of the action may be taken into 
account. 

35. I have admission for a PhD program in a University with a research proposal. Can 
I apply for your supporting program to cover my expenses? 

The 2013 SILC I Call for Proposals is not a scheme designed to support PhD student research. Other 
European schemes exist for that purpose, in particular the Marie Curie Actions funded within the FP7 
People programme, which are accessible at: 

http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/people/ 

We remind applicants that a SILC I project must be carried out by a consortium of at least 2 legal entities, 
with the obligation that at least one consortium member (applicant or partner) is an operator of an 
installation that carries out an eligible activity. 

36. According to the Guide for Applicants, Form B5 (financial statement form) has to 
be filled only by private bodies. Nevertheless the Form B5 itself foresees one 
sheet for each partner: could you please confirm us that only private bodies have 
to fill it and then only the filled documents have to be uploaded on SEP? 

In accordance with the rules set out in the "Guide for Applicants" document of the 2013 SILC I Call, public 
bodies and international organisations are not requested to submit any proof in relation to their financial 
capacity and do not have to submit any B5 Form. 

37. Is there any B8 Form template (professional references and details of past similar 
projects) available? 

There is no specific template available to fill the B8 Form. Applicants are free to provide the information in 
an adequate format. We remind applicants that, in accordance with the rules set out in the "Guide for 
Applicants" document of the 2013 SILC I Call, the B8 Form has to be submitted as a PDF file and be given 
the name stated on p. 10 of the Guide for Applicants. 

38. In the “B1 and B2 Costs and Revenue” Form under “Financial contribution of the 
beneficiaries (own resources)” heading, can we insert the percentage (25% or 
more) of project costs not covered by the EU contribution? Or only other costs, 
additional to the whole project amounts? 

The purpose of the financing plan included in Form B1 is to show how the project will be funded and 
where the different sources of funding come from. We remind applicants that a SILC I project can be co-
financed by the EU up to 75% of the eligible costs. As a result, at least 25% of the eligible costs need to be 
funded by non-EU contribution, which can come from beneficiary's own resources, income generated by 
the project and/or financial contributions from third parties. This needs to be reflected in the financing 
plan. 

39. Is heat production from combustion of fuels an eligible activity?  
As for the legal status eligibility, it is reminded that at least one project consortium member must be an 
operator of an installation that carries out refining, production or manufacturing activities which are listed 

http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/people/
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in Annex I to the EU ETS Directive9, excluding the production of electricity, and which are carried out in 
installations exceeding the capacity thresholds specified therein. 

Through the activity “combustion of fuels”, the SILC 2013 Call is open to any sectors, included those that 
are not explicitly defined by the activities listed in the Annex I to the EU ETS Directive, provided that the 
combustion of fuels is not based on biomass, hazardous or municipal waste, is not for electricity 
production, is above the threshold mentioned in Annex I to the EU ETS Directive (i.e. 20 MW) and requires 
holding an EU ETS permit to operate. 

40. Is the shipyard industry within the scope of this call? 
In accordance with the rules set out in the "Call for Proposals" document of the 2013 SILC I Call, any legal 
entity can apply. However, we draw your attention on the fact that each SILC I project must be carried out 
by a consortium of at least 2 legal entities, and at least one of them must be an operator of an installation 
that carries out an eligible activity (any refining, production or manufacturing activities which are listed in 
Annex I to the EU ETS Directive10, excluding the production of electricity, and which are carried out in 
installations exceeding the capacity thresholds specified therein). In addition, the project must present one 
or several concrete measures that demonstrably lead to a reduction of the specific GHG emission 
intensity11 of an installation carrying out an eligible activity. 

The shipyard industry is not an eligible activity as such but any company from the shipyard industry can be 
part of a consortium which meets the requirement mentioned above. 

41. As a natural person, where can I find the unit costs specific to the CIP/EIP 
programme? 

The unit costs for natural persons applicable under CIP (Competitiveness and Innovation Framework 
Programme) can be found with the dedicated tool for computing the hourly rate applicable to SME owners 
and natural persons without a salary, accessible at: 

ftp://ftp.cordis.europa.eu/pub/fp7/docs/cordis-sme-owners-rates_en.zip 

This information is also accessible through the Cordis portal: 

http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/find-doc_en.html 

under the link: “SME owners and natural persons without a salary: hourly rate calculation tool”. 

42. Please find attached/below our project idea. Can you please inform us about its 
eligibility and if we have any chance when applying for this call? 

The European Commission is not entitled to read, pre-assess, pre-evaluate or express any opinion on draft 
proposal descriptions it receives before the deadline for submission of proposals. 

We can therefore only invite you to carefully study the "Call for Proposals" document of the 2013 SILC I 
Call, notably Section 2 where key aspects to be addressed by, eligible activities for, expected outcomes of 
                                                            
9 See Footnote 1. 

10 See Footnote 1. 

11 See Footnote 6. 

ftp://ftp.cordis.europa.eu/pub/fp7/docs/cordis-sme-owners-rates_en.zip
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/find-doc_en.html
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and illustrative examples of, SILC I projects, are described in detail. Please also refer to previous replies in 
this FAQs document which might help you to gain further confidence (see more particularly questions 4, 
19, 20 and 39). 

43. We would be thankful if you do not transfer this question into the FAQs document 
to preserve the idea. 

We would like to remind applicants that for reasons of transparency and equal treatment, any additional 
information given to one potential applicant needs to be accessible to any other applicant, which requires, 
for this call, that the answers must be made publicly available (requests are always made anonymous in 
these FAQs, which includes that they may be reformulated in a neutral form so that the authors of the 
requests cannot be determined). 

44. If our proposal does not fit with the 2013 SILC I Call, do you know a call this year 
where we can submit it? 

In case the proposal does not comply with all of the eligibility criteria set out in Section 5 of the 2013 SILC I 
“Call for Proposals” document, we invite interested parties to look for other calls launched by the 
European Commission and check regularly the webpages mentioned below. 

Other calls for EU-funded research and innovation projects may be of particular interest. This includes the 
FP7 (7th EU-Framework Programme for Research and Technological Development) and CIP 
(Competitiveness and Innovation Framework Programme) calls. They are published on the Participant 
Portal and accessible at (the webpage is regularly updated as soon as new calls are published): 

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/page/funding 

Additional potential sources of funding include other grants (direct financial contributions) awarded by the 
European Commission in support of projects or organisations, for which interested parties can apply by 
responding to calls for proposals. All the grant schemes can be accessed through the European 
Commission’s general portal at: 

http://ec.europa.eu/contracts_grants/grants_en.htm 

45. In “B1 and B2 Costs and Revenue” Form, can the company’s internally used day 
rate (EUR/day) per person be entered instead of the annual gross salaries of the 
participants (sensitive data)? 

In accordance with the rules set out in the "Call for Proposals" and "Guide for Applicants" documents of 
the 2013 SILC I Call, the actual costs of personnel, including salaries, social security contributions and other 
statutory costs of the remuneration as well as additional remunerations, need to be filled in Form B1. 
Average daily rate from the company cannot be used for that purpose. We can ensure applicants that the 
sensitive data on remuneration are confidential and will not be disclosed by the European Commission. 

46. Would the following illustrative project be considered under the scope of this call: 
heat production from geothermal sources instead of burning fossil fuels? 

Proposals which aim at reducing specific GHG emission intensity are under the scope of 2013 SILC I Call for 
Proposals. 

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/page/funding
http://ec.europa.eu/contracts_grants/grants_en.htm
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47. Is agriculture within the scope of this call? 
In accordance with the rules set out in the "Call for Proposals" document of the 2013 SILC I Call, any legal 
entity can apply. However, we draw your attention on the fact that each SILC I project must be carried out 
by a consortium of at least 2 legal entities, and at least one of them must be an operator of an installation 
that carries out an eligible activity (any refining, production or manufacturing activities which are listed in 
Annex I to the EU ETS Directive12, excluding the production of electricity, and which are carried out in 
installations exceeding the capacity thresholds specified therein). In addition, the project must present one 
or several concrete measures that demonstrably lead to a reduction of the specific GHG emission 
intensity13 of an installation carrying out an eligible activity. 

Agriculture is not an eligible activity as such but any entity from the agriculture sector can be part of a 
consortium which meets the requirement mentioned above. 

48. If we start the project right after the submission, in the case it would get awarded, 
would the costs incurred between the submission and awarding dates be subject 
to co-financing by the EU? 

In accordance with the rules set out in the "Call for Proposals" document of the 2013 SILC I Call, a grant 
may be awarded for an action which has already begun, provided the applicant can demonstrate the need 
to start the action before the grant agreement is signed, and in such cases, costs incurred starting from the 
date of submission of the grant application may be eligible for financing. The reasons for starting the 
action before the grant agreement signature shall be clearly indicated in the proposal and all the eligible 
costs need to be accounted for and included in budgetary Forms A/3.2 and B1/B2. 

We draw your attention on the fact that, normally, the action (for an awarded project) should start only 
once the grant agreement is signed. An action starting before the grant agreement signature should be 
seen as an exceptional situation, which requires to be duly justified. In any case, the final decision on the 
starting date of the action, from which costs may be claimed as eligible, is taken by the European 
Commission based on the submitted information. 

49. Who can participate in the project: small and medium enterprises? large 
enterprises? If large enterprises can participate, can they request a 75% 
contribution of eligible costs? 

Any legal entity can participate in the 2013 SILC I Call and there is no particular restriction regarding its 
size. In accordance with the rules set out in the "Call for Proposals" document, the maximum EU co-
financing of a proposal is 75% of the total eligible costs (and up to € 950,000 per project) and this applies 
for any legal entity involved in project consortia. 

50. If a beneficiary already receives an EU funding from another project of the FP7 for 
indirect costs, can the indirect costs be eligible for that beneficiary under the SILC 
Call? 

In accordance with the rules set out in the "Call for Proposals" document of the 2013 SILC I Call, a flat-rate 
amount of 7% of the total eligible direct costs of the action is eligible under indirect costs, provided the 
beneficiaries do not already receive an operating grant from the European Commission. 

                                                            
12 See Footnote 1. 

13 See Footnote 6. 
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We remind applicants that, unlike the grants for an action, operating grants are those funding “the 
functioning of a body which pursues an aim of general Union interest or has an objective forming part of, 
and supporting, a Union policy”. Though is it unlikely to receive operational grants under the FP7, we invite 
applicants to consult their grant agreements which specify whether it is a grant for an action or an 
operating grant. 

51. Who is the European Commission’s desk officer in charge of the Call for 
Proposals? 

Applicants may contact the SILC Helpdesk of European Commission, DG Enterprise and Industry, for 
questions related to the content of 2013 SILC I Call at the following address: 

entr-cfp-silc-helpdesk@ec.europa.eu 

52. Do applicants have to provide, at the submission phase, the documents proving 
their legal status?  

In accordance with the rules set out in the "Guide for applicants" document of the 2013 SILC I Call, 
applicants do not have to submit evidence of their legal status at the stage of electronic submission. 
However, following the evaluation, if the application is proposed for award, the supporting documents will 
have then to be submitted. 

53. In addition to the documents described in the Guide for Applicants and to be 
submitted, do we also have to provide a letter of commitment from each partner? 

In accordance with the rules set out in the "Call for Proposals" document of the 2013 SILC I Call, 
consortium members have to submit letters confirming their participation to the project. 

54. Do private entities have to provide a declaration on honour regarding their 
financial capacity in addition to Form B5? 

In accordance with the rules set out in the "Call for Proposals" and "Guide for applicants" documents of 
the 2013 SILC I Call, private entities shall provide a declaration on honour for the purpose of proving their 
financial capacity. For grants of € 60,000 or more (per applicant), they also have to fill in and provide Form 
B5. For grants for an action of € 750,000 or more (per applicant) or operating grants of € 100,000 or more 
(per applicant), they also need to provide an audit report produced by an approved external auditor 
certifying the accounts for the last financial year available. 

We draw your attention on the fact that public bodies and international organisations do not need to 
provide any explicit proof in relation to their financial capacity nor fill in Form B5 at the proposal 
submission stage. 

55. Do applicants have to submit a declaration on honour regarding the operational 
capacity of each partner? 

In accordance with the rules set out in the "Call for Proposals" and "Guide for applicants" documents of 
the 2013 SILC I Call, applicants shall submit a declaration on honour for the purpose of proving their 
operational capacity, in addition to Form B7 on “Curriculum Vitae of the staff performing the action” and 
Forms B8 on “professional references and details of past similar projects”. 

mailto:entr-cfp-silc-helpdesk@ec.europa.eu
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56. Is the project eligible if the partner of the project is the Research Centre of a 
Corporate Group which owns many installations carrying eligible activities? 

Research Centres like any other legal entity can participate in 2013 SILC I Call. Nevertheless, we draw your 
attention on the fact that each SILC I project must be carried out by a consortium of at least 2 legal 
entities, with the obligation that at least one consortium member (applicant or partner) is an operator of 
an installation that carries out an eligible activity (refining, manufacturing or production activity other than 
the production of electricity, as specified in Annex I to Directive 2009/29/EC and falling under the 
provisions of this Directive as of 2013). 

The check of the requirement for having in the consortium at least one operator of an installation that 
carries out an eligible activity will we performed at the level of the legal entities which actually apply for 
the call. In the example mentioned above of a Research Centre applying for the call (as a legal entity), the 
check will be done at the level of the Research Centre. 

57. Should all partners of the project fill in Form B3? 
We remind applicants that non-eligible costs and at least 25% of the eligible costs need to be funded by 
non-EU co-financing (e.g. beneficiary's own resources, income generated by the project, or financial 
contributions from third parties). In case non-EU co-financing comes from financial contributions from 
third parties, applicants are requested to fill a Form B3 for each co-financing third party involved. 

In accordance with the rules set out in the "Guide for applicants" documents of the 2013 SILC I Call, third 
parties do not participate in the action, and can offer a financial contribution in order to co-finance the 
action, with confirming their intention by completing form B3. 

58. Could you help me to find forms for annexes (Part B)? 
Part B form templates are available and can be downloaded when entering into the electronic submission 
system, which is accessible from the following webpage under the heading “Electronic Proposal 
Submission” (with clicking the “Go” button): 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/page/call_CIP?callIdentifier=67-G-ENT-CIP-13-D-
N03S02&specificProgram=EIP 

59. Which kind of expenses can be recovered by the SILC I about the new technology 
that would be installed during the project? 

In accordance with the rules set out in the "Call for Proposals" document of the 2013 SILC I Call, eligible 
direct costs and eligible indirect costs can be funded under a SILC I grant. We strongly invite applicants to 
read carefully Section 4.2 of the “Call for Proposals” document which defines precisely the type of costs 
which are eligible and those which are non-eligible. 

60. Can we include in the budget a research contract with a University? 
In accordance with the rules set out in the "Call for Proposals" document of the 2013 SILC I Call, service 
contracting (sub-contracting certain tasks) is allowed if: 

- It only cover a limited part of the action (up to 20% of each partner’s eligible costs); 

- It is justified having regard to the nature of the action and what is necessary for its 
implementation; and 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/page/call_CIP?callIdentifier=67-G-ENT-CIP-13-D-N03S02&specificProgram=EIP
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/page/call_CIP?callIdentifier=67-G-ENT-CIP-13-D-N03S02&specificProgram=EIP
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- It is clearly identified. 

In addition, only tasks that are not core business can be sub-contracted. It is reminded that only the 
Commission's Evaluation Committee that will be appointed for the evaluation of the proposals received 
will be entitled to decide on which tasks are considered as core business and cannot be sub-contracted. 

In case of sub-contracting, we remind the requirement of awarding the contract to the bid offering best 
value for money or the lowest price (as appropriate) and avoiding conflicts of interests. We also draw your 
attention to the requirements of filling Form B1.3 on sub-contracting as explained in Section VII.12 of the 
"Guide for Applicants" document. 

61. Can SILC I fund the development or the commercialisation of biomass 
technologies? Either exclusively or like switching technology? 

There are various ways to achieve demonstrable and quantifiable reduction of specific GHG emission 
intensity in installations carrying out an eligible activity. In the non-exhaustive list of examples of possible 
projects given in the "Call for Proposals" document of the 2013 SILC I Call, switching to alternative fuels 
with lower carbon content like biomass is indeed presented as a potential measure to be implemented 
under SILC I. 

We draw your attention on the fact that "installations exclusively using biomass” are not covered by the 
EU ETS Directive and hence do not fulfil the eligibility criteria set out in Section 5.1 of the "Call for 
Proposals" document. In general, we invite you to contact your local authorities to know if your activities 
fall under the EU ETS scheme. 

62. Is the food processing industry within the scope of this call? 
In accordance with the rules set out in the "Call for Proposals" document of the 2013 SILC I Call, any legal 
entity can apply. However, we draw your attention on the fact that each SILC I project must be carried out 
by a consortium of at least 2 legal entities, and at least one of them must be an operator of an installation 
that carries out an eligible activity (any refining, production or manufacturing activities which are listed in 
Annex I to the EU ETS Directive14, excluding the production of electricity, and which are carried out in 
installations exceeding the capacity thresholds specified therein). In addition, the project must present one 
or several concrete measures that demonstrably lead to a reduction of the specific GHG emission 
intensity15 of an installation carrying out an eligible activity. 

The food processing industry is not an eligible activity as such but any company from the food processing 
industry can be part of a consortium which meets the requirement mentioned above. 

63. According to the Call, the maximum duration of a SILC I project is 36 months. In 
which cases can that be justified? 

In accordance with the rules set out in the "Call for Proposals" document of the 2013 SILC I Call, the 
maximum duration of a SILC I project is limited to 36 months. As an indicative information, the "Call for 
Proposals" document mentions that the typical duration of SILC I projects is between 12 and 24 months 

                                                            
14 See Footnote 1. 

15 Wherever referred to in the text, the specific GHG emission intensity is defined as the ratio between direct CO2 or 
N2O emissions and output units of an activity. 
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based on the projects which have been funded under the previous calls (2011 and 2012). This is, however, 
indicative and the time duration should be set by the applicant and justified so that it is consistent with the 
size of the project, the content and the timing of the tasks and the workload foreseen. 

64. Information on 2012 selected projects is not available yet under the links you 
provided in Answer 4. Can you provide it as an answer in this "FAQ"? 

As explained in Answer 4, information on the projects funded under the 2012 SILC I Call will be published 
in due course at the following website: 

http://ec.europa.eu/beneficiaries/fts/index_en.htm 

Given the fact that the information may be released only just after the closing of the call, we provide here 
below, for illustrative purpose only, an extract of information that is to be made publicly available and 
which concerns the two projects funded by SILC I in 2012. 

Budget: EU budget centrally administered by the Commission Funding Type:  Grant  

Year: 2012 Amount €: 916.377,14 

Subject of grant or contract: Sustainable Industry Low Carbon Scheme – Second batch of short-term 
innovation measures – Project on Fume Heat Recovery System  

Responsible Department: 
Directorate-General 
for Enterprise and 
Industry 

Budget line name: 

Competitiveness and 
Innovation Framework 
Programme — 
Entrepreneurship and 
Innovation Programme 

Country / Territory: Czech Republic Expense Type: Operational 

Action Type: 
Competitiveness 
and Innovation 
Framework 
Programme 

Co-financing rate: 75 % 

Beneficiary 

Name: AGC Flat Glass Czech - VAT Number: CZ699001704     

Address: 41674 Teplice, Sklarska 450 Country / Territory: Czech 
Republic Coordinator:

  
 

Budget: EU budget centrally administered by the Commission Funding Type:  Grant  

Year: 2012 Amount €: 348.392,31 

Subject of grant or contract: Sustainable Industry Low Carbon Scheme – Second batch of short-term 
innovation measures – Project on REDUCER  

Responsible Department: 
Directorate-General 
for Enterprise and 
Industry 

Budget line name: 

Competitiveness and 
Innovation Framework 
Programme — 
Entrepreneurship and 
Innovation Programme 

Country / Territory: Spain Expense Type: Operational 

Action Type: 
Competitiveness 
and Innovation 
Framework 
Programme 

Co-financing rate: 75 % 

http://ec.europa.eu/beneficiaries/fts/index_en.htm
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Beneficiary 

Name: AZULEV, S.A - VAT number: ESA 12371480     

Address: 12200 Onda, Av. Manuel Escobedo 13 Country / Territory: Spain Coordinator:  
 

We remind applicants that the purpose of the information given in Answer 4 and completed above is to 
help them understand what SILC I is about and illustrate how and what can be done under SILC I. We insist 
that applicants must make proposals only on the basis of the requirements set out in the 2013 SILC I Call 
(procedure 67-G-ENT-CIP-13-D-N03S02). 

We would like also to underline that applicants, when reading the information on the projects previously 
funded by SILC I, should not be refrained from making original proposals, provided those proposals respect 
the requirements set out in the 2013 SILC I Call. 

65. What is the typical extend (pages) for Annex 7 (Form B8) and Annex 8 (Form B9). 
How much info is acceptable there? 

There is no limitation for the number of pages, neither in Annex 7 (Form B8 - Professional references and 
details of past similar projects) nor in Annex 8 (Form B9 - Any other document needed for better 
evidencing Annex 1, Annex 6 or Annex7). The only limitation applicable is the maximum file size: Annex 7 
and Annex 8, like any other annex, cannot exceed 10 MB each. We cannot give a “typical” number of 
pages, as this depends on the proposals and the applicants. We remind applicants that only relevant 
information should be provided. 

66. What is expected in Form B9 as support for Forms B1/B2? 
Any information which does not fit in Forms B1/B2, B7 and B8 but which brings additional elements 
supporting information included in Forms B1/B2, B7 or B8 can be included in Form B9. Form B9 serves the 
purpose of allowing enclosing any additional document the applicant may consider useful. For instance, 
consortium members' letters confirming their participation to the project as required in Section 5.1 of the 
"Call for Proposals" document of the 2013 SILC I Call should be included in Form B9. 

67. Producing profit could not be a purpose of the action, but is energy saving a 
profit? 

In accordance with the rules set out in the "Call for Proposals" document of the 2013 SILC I Call, we remind 
applicants that the EU grant awarded under SILC I may not have the purpose or effect of producing a profit 
within the framework of the action of the work programme of the beneficiary. Where a profit is made, the 
Commission is entitled to recover the percentage of the profit corresponding to the EU contribution to the 
eligible costs actually incurred. For this purpose, profit shall be defined as a surplus of the receipts over the 
eligible costs incurred, when the request for payment of the balance is made. 

The meaning of “non-profit action” is that the project should not have, during the period of execution of 
the action, a commercial objective and not contribute to finance a commercial activity during this period. 
In that sense, Section 4.2.3 of the "Call for Proposals" document lists non-eligible costs such as return on 
capital, debt and debt service charges or provisions for losses or debts, which are typically included in 
profit-making, commercial projects. Energy saving as such is not a profit but a reduction of operation costs 
which needs to be considered when performing the required cost/benefit analysis of the measure(s) 
proposed. 
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68. Can gasification or anaerobic digestion of waste from pulp and paper installations 
be an eligible action? 

As specified in the “Call for Proposals” document of the 2013 SILC I Call, a SILC I project must come up with 
concrete measures which lead to a reduction of the specific GHG emission intensity of a manufacturing 
process at the level of an installation. In this context, the specific GHG emission intensity is defined as the 
ratio between direct CO2 emissions and a unit of production. Projects dealing with waste recovery may be 
an eligible action if: 

- The project consortium includes at least one operator of an installation that carries out an 
eligible activity (for instance, some pulp and paper installations need to be above certain 
thresholds to be covered by the EU ETS Directive16); and 

- The waste recovery actually results in a reduction of the specific GHG emission intensity of 
that eligible activity. Any such reduction can be achieved either by savings of primary fuel 
use or by demonstrating that part of the direct emissions can be allocated to the 
production of a different or new product (e.g. electricity). 

69. How is the rate of use of the equipment defined in practical terms? 
In accordance with the rules set out in the "Guide for Applicants" document of the 2013 SILC I Call, the rate 
of use is defined as the relevant proportion of time that the equipment is used for the project. In other 
words, if the equipment is only used for the SILC I project during its full duration, the rate of use is simply 
100%. In the case that this same equipment is also used, during the period under which the SILC I project is 
implemented, for other purposes than the SILC I project itself, this should be accounted for and deducted 
(for illustration only, let’s assume that the equipment is used 30% of the time for other purposes). The rate 
of use, which represents the use time fraction assignable to the SILC I project, would be in that case 70% 
(100% − 30% = 70%). 

We invite applicants to read carefully Sections VII.3 and VII.10 of the “Guide for Applicants” document 
which details how to compute the eligible costs related to equipment. 

70. Does the power of attorney need to be submitted with the proposal or could it be 
submitted later? Can it be submitted under Form B9? Is there any template for this 
power of attorney? 

In accordance with the rules set out in the "Guide for Applicants" document of the 2013 SILC I Call, the 
power of attorney does not need to be submitted with the application. If desired, applicants may submit 
the power of attorney under Form B9 but we draw your attention on the fact that, in the case the 
application is awarded a grant, an original version of the power of attorney document will have to be 
submitted by each beneficiary (except the coordinator) before the signature of the grant agreement. 

We inform applicants that there is a template for drafting the power of attorney available in Annex IV to 
the "Draft Grant Agreement" document. 

                                                            
16 See Footnote 1. 
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71. In Form A2, what is expected under "Information concerning participation and 
involvement"? For example the amount in euro of "own contribution" from the 
specific partner, or co-financing from third parties? 

In accordance with the rules set out in the "Guide for Applicants" document of the 2013 SILC I Call, 
applicants are required to indicate in Form A2 under “Information concerning participation and 
involvement” the amount of funding (in Euro) with which the entity intends to co-finance the action, 
including beneficiary's own resources, income generated by the project and/or financial contributions 
from third parties. This amount represents all the non-EU contribution and needs to be consistent with the 
amounts indicated in Form B2. Applicants are also required to indicate in Form A2 the form of co-financing 
(beneficiary's own resources, income generated by the project and/or financial contributions from third 
parties). 

72. For a public body no Financial Statement Form is to be submitted but the total 
yearly revenues/resources has to be provided. Is this figure to be submitted only 
within form A2 or also under Annex 4 in a blank pdf document? 

In accordance with the rules set out in the "Call for Proposals" document of the 2013 SILC I Call, public 
bodies have to indicate their yearly flows on revenues/resources in Form A2 but do not need to provide 
any A5 Form nor an explicit proof in relation to their financial capacity at the proposal submission stage. 

73. In case of a consortium of 3 partners, how are the Part B documents uploaded? 
In accordance with the rules set out in the "Guide for Applicants" document of the 2013 SILC I Call, we 
remind applicants that Part B of the proposal, while filled in by each partner, shall be uploaded only by the 
lead applicant (coordinator). Only one single document per annex can be uploaded (maximum file size: 10 
MB each) and shall be named following the instructions given ("ParticipantshortnameAnnex1”, etc.). For 
simplicity, we would suggest that the files are named with the coordinator short name only. 

74. Can we fix an appointment with the officer in charge of this call to present the 
project concept in order to check that it fits within the call scope? 

For reasons of transparency and equal treatment, the Commission is committed to handle any requests in 
written form. We therefore kindly invite you to send us any specific aspects for which you are seeking 
clarification through the functional mailbox: 

entr-cfp-silc-helpdesk@ec.europa.eu 

We would like also to remind applicants that any additional information given to one potential applicant 
needs to be accessible to any other applicant, which requires, for this call, that the answers must be made 
publicly available in the FAQs document (requests are always made anonymous in these FAQs, which 
includes that they may be reformulated in a neutral form so that the authors of the requests cannot be 
determined). The FAQs document can be accessed at: 

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/page/call_CIP?callIdentifier=67-G-ENT-CIP-13-D-
N03S02 

75. In Form A2 under “Organisation details”, private companies are asked to fill in the 
financial statement form A5. It that a mistake? 

We apologise for the mistake contained in Form A2 under “Organisation details”.  

mailto:entr-cfp-silc-helpdesk@ec.europa.eu
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/page/call_CIP?callIdentifier=67-G-ENT-CIP-13-D-N03S02
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/page/call_CIP?callIdentifier=67-G-ENT-CIP-13-D-N03S02


 
 

28 
 

For “For private companies, please fill in the financial statement form A/5”, it should be read “For private 
companies, please fill in the financial statement form B5”. 

76. What are the differences between Section 3 and Section 4 of Form B6 template 
and what it is expected to be placed in these two sections? 

We invite applicants to read carefully the answer given in Question 28. 

77. For prívate entities, should all the following documents be submitted: extract from 
the official journal? copy of articles of association? extract of trade or association 
register? certificate of liability to VAT? 

In accordance with the rules set out in the "Call for Proposals" and "Guide for Applicants" documents of 
the 2013 SILC I Call, a legal entity Form and evidence of the applicant's legal status has to be provided only 
in the case the application is proposed for award and applicants do not have to submit this documentation 
at the electronic submission stage. 

For private entities which are awarded a grant, the following supporting document may serve to prove 
their eligibility: 

- a copy of some official document (official gazette, company register etc.) showing the 
name of the legal entity, the address of the head office and the registration number given 
to it by the national authorities; 

- If case the VAT number does not appear on the official document, a certificate of liability 
to VAT (copy of the VAT registration document) shall also be provided. 

78. Regarding operational capacity, shall the supporting document be provided only 
by each partner asking more than € 60,000? And does the € 60,000 threshold 
correspond to the grant awarded by the EC (75% of the eligible costs)? 

In accordance with the rules set out in the "Guide for Applicants" document of the 2013 SILC I Call, the 
obligation to provide the supporting documents serving as a proof of operational capacity applies to the 
actions which ask for a financing of more that € 60,000. The threshold corresponds to the total amount of 
the grant and not to the amount awarded to each individual beneficiary and is meant as the amount of the 
grant awarded by the Commission for the action. 
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