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Objectives 

Frontier research often generates unexpected or new opportunities for commercial or 

societal application. The ERC Proof of Concept Grants aim to maximise the value of the 

excellent research that the ERC funds, by funding further work (i.e. activities which were not 

scheduled to be funded by the original ERC frontier research grant) to verify the innovation 

potential of ideas arising from ERC funded projects. Proof of Concept Grants are therefore 

on offer only to Principal Investigators whose proposals draw substantially on their ERC 

funded research. 

 

Ethical Principles 

All proposals will be subject to ethics review as with proposals for the ERC's frontier research 

grants. 

Eligibility Criteria  

Eligible projects 

All proposals must be complete and be submitted before the relevant call deadline. 

Incomplete proposals may be declared ineligible. 

The content of the proposal must relate to the objectives and to the grant type set out in the 

call, as defined in this work programme. A proposal will only be deemed ineligible on 

grounds of ‘scope’ in clear-cut cases.   

Where there is a doubt on the eligibility of a proposal, the peer review evaluation may 

proceed pending a decision by an eligibility review committee. If it becomes clear before, 

during or after the peer review evaluation phase, that one or more of the eligibility criteria 

has not been met, the proposal will be declared ineligible and not considered any further. 

Applicants will need to demonstrate the relation between the idea to be taken to proof of 

concept and the ERC frontier research project (Starting, Consolidator, Advanced or Synergy) 

in question. 

More than one Proof of Concept Grant may be awarded per ERC funded frontier research 

project but only one Proof of Concept project may be running at any one time for the same 

ERC frontier research project. 

 

 



36 | P a g e  
 

Eligible Principal Investigator 

All Principal Investigators in an ERC frontier research project, that is either on going or has 

ended27 less than 12 months before the publication date of this call, are eligible to 

participate and apply for an ERC Proof of Concept Grant. 

Eligible Host Institution  

The host institution (Applicant Legal Entity28) must engage the Principal Investigator for at 

least the duration of the proof of concept project as defined in the grant agreement and 

must be established in a Member State or an Associated Country29.  

Maximum size of grant and grant assessment 

The financial contribution will be up to a maximum of EUR 150 000 for a period of 18 

months. The ERC expects that normally, proof of concept projects should be completed 

within 12 months. However, to allow for those projects that require more preparation time, 

projects will be signed for 18 months. Given this initial flexibility, extensions of the duration 

of proof of concept projects may be granted only exceptionally. 

The overall level of the funding offered will be assessed during the evaluation. The funding 

requested by the applicant will be judged against the needs of the proposed activity before 

award. The funding requested by the Principal Investigator must be fully justified by an 

estimation of the actual costs for the proposed activities.  

The Union financial contribution will take the form of the reimbursement of up to 100% of 

the total eligible and approved direct costs and of flat-rate financing of indirect costs of a 

maximum of 25% of the total eligible direct costs30. The level of the awarded grant 

represents a maximum overall figure – the final amount to be paid must be justified on the 

basis of the costs actually incurred for the project. 

                                                           
27

 Where the duration of the project fixed in the ERC Grant Agreement has ended.  
 
28

 Please see important information for Principal Investigators, Candidates, Tenderers and Grant Applicants on 
possible registration of legal entities in the Commission's Early Warning System (EWS) and Central Exclusion 
Database (CED) on final page. 

29
 Please also refer to Annex 3 - Associated Countries and Restrictions Applying to Some Legal Entities from 

Certain Third Countries. It may also be an International European Interest Organisation (such as CERN, EMBL, 
etc.), the European Commission's Joint Research Centre (JRC), or an entity created under EU law. Any type of 
legal entity, public or private, including universities, research organisations as well as undertakings can host the 
Principal Investigator and his/her team. 
 
30

 Excluding the direct costs for subcontracting and the costs of resources made available by third parties which 
are not used on the premises of the host institution. 
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Proposal submission is made 

electronically. Early registration 

and submission is strongly 

recommended and should be 

done as early as possible in 

advance of the call deadline. 

In fairness to all applicants a strict 

limit of seven pages will be applied 

to the length of proposals. Only the 

material that is presented within 

this limit will be evaluated (peer 

reviewers will only be asked to 

evaluate, and will be under no 

obligation to read beyond, the 

material presented within the page 

limit).  

The indicative budget for this call for 2014 is EUR 15 000 000 (approximately half of which 

will be for each of the two evaluation rounds following two specific deadlines - proposals 

submitted before each cut-off date will be evaluated with the proposals submitted before 

the same cut-off date). There is no indicative breakdown by domain for this call.  

ERC Proof of Concept Grant proposal submission and description 

Proposal Submission 

Funding for the Proof of Concept Grant will be 

awarded through a call for proposals. Proposals are 

submitted by the Principal Investigator, who has 

responsibility for the proposed activities, on behalf of 

the host institution which is the applicant legal entity. 

Applications can be submitted continuously from the 

date of publication of the call until the final deadline and will be evaluated and selected in 

two rounds, based on two specific deadlines. 

Proposal description 

The proposal will provide detailed descriptions of the 

project, its objectives, planning, execution, and 

required resources. It will comprise the following 

required elements:  

a) A short description of the idea to be taken to 

proof of concept. This should include an 

indication of the ERC-funded project from 

which the idea is substantially drawn and 

briefly demonstrate the relation between the 

idea and the ERC-funded project in question.  

b) Outline the innovation potential of the idea to be taken to proof of concept. This 

should include a clear description of how the proof of concept activities will lead to a 

commercial or social innovation. 

c) Outline the economic and/or societal impact expected from the project, including 

 the identification of customer and societal benefits; definition of the 

commercialisation process to be followed; initial steps of competitive analysis; and, 

where applicable, brief explanation of the activities to be undertaken in terms of 

clarification of  IPR position and strategy, technical testing,  plans for industry/sector 

contacts.  
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d) Outline a reasonable and plausible plan of the activities proposed for establishing 

the feasibility of the project, including a list of requested resources necessary for the 

implementation of the proposed project and a full estimation of the real project cost. 

e) Ethics Review table. 

ERC Proof of Concept Grant evaluation 

A single-step submission and evaluation procedure will be used. The evaluation will be 

conducted by peer reviewers. These experts may work remotely and may if necessary meet 

as an evaluation panel as set out below on the application of the evaluation criteria. 

Evaluation criteria  

Proof of Concept Grants are awarded in relation to an existing ERC-funded project which has 

already been evaluated on the basis of excellence as the sole criterion.  

The activities to be funded shall draw substantially on the outputs of scientifically excellent 

ERC-funded research. However the additional funding is not aimed at extending the original 

research or predominantly concerned with overcoming technical obstacles.  

The funding will cover activities at the very early stage of turning research outputs into a 

commercial or socially valuable proposition, i.e. the initial steps of pre-competitive 

development.   

Proof of Concept Grants are not ERC frontier research grants and may be evaluated against 

other evaluation criteria than excellence. The evaluation criteria for selection of proposals 

for Proof of Concept Grants are excellence, impact and quality and efficiency of the 

implementation as below:  
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1. Excellence (Innovation potential)  

Does the proposed proof of concept activity greatly help move the output of research 

towards the initial steps of an innovation process leading to a new or significantly improved 

product, process or method of production, or form of organization or methodology 

(commercial innovation); or a new principle, a new piece of legislation, a new social 

movement, an intervention or a new form of participation (social innovation)? 

 

2. Impact 

2.1 Is the project to be taken to proof of concept expected to generate economic and/or 

societal benefits which are appropriately identified in the proposal? 

2.2 Does the proposal indicate a suitable process designed either to generate a financial 

profit i.e. the commercialisation process to be followed (licenses to a new or existing 

company, a venture funded start-up, a spin-off company or other forms) or any other 

process designed to generate a social benefit?  

2.3 Does the proposal include sound plans for undertaking competitive analysis to find 

out features which make the proposed technology/product/process innovative or distinctive 

compared to other technologies/products/processes? (Including plans for analysing the 

competitive advantage of the technology/product/process vs. alternate 

technologies/products/processes that can meet the same market/societal needs). 

2.4 (Where applicable) Does the proposal include suitable plans for seeking confirmation 

of the technology/product/process (testing, technical reports) and a brief explanation of 

what testing is foreseen? 

2.5 (Where applicable) Does the proposal comprise suitable plans to clarify the IPR 

position and strategy, including an evaluation on whether there is an opportunity for 

creating intellectual property protection (in terms of patents or other forms of protection)or 

a freedom-to-operate analysis)31. This includes plans for sufficient protection to get the 

technology/product/process to market and attain at least a temporal competitive 

advantage. 

                                                           
31

  Any application for funding of IPR activities under the ERC Proof of Concept will not discharge beneficiaries 
from their prior obligations under their pre-existing ERC Grant Agreement in respect of protecting IPR capable 
of industrial or commercial application. If any foreground was potentially protectable in the pre-existing ERC 
project, beneficiaries had the legal obligation to seek for adequate and effective protection according to the 
Rules for Participation and the ERC Model Grant Agreement. 
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2.6 (Where applicable) Does the proposal include suitable plans for industry/sector 

contacts, appropriateness of receptor company/organization, ability to further the 

development of the technology/product/process? Activities aimed at attracting further 

funding from non-ERC sources once the ERC-funded activities end will also be considered, 

including activities aimed at identifying specific companies for further financial 

commitments. If there are no "hard" commitments for funding (i.e. letters of support or 

intent), demonstration of a solid roadmap for pursuing the funding needed for future 

commercialisation is included. 

 

3. Quality and efficiency of the implementation (Quality of the proof of 

concept plan) 

3.1 Is the proposed proof of concept based on a sound approach for establishing 

technical and commercial feasibility of the project? 

3.2 Does the proposal provide a reasonable and acceptable plan of the proposed 

activities against clearly identified technical and commercial objectives? 

3.3 Is a sound project-management plan presented in the proposal, including 

appropriate risk and contingency planning? 

3.4 Does the proposal demonstrate that the proposed activities will be conducted by 

persons well qualified for the purpose? 

3.5 Is the budget requested necessary for the implementation of the proposed project 

and properly justified in the proposal? 

Outcome of evaluation  

Peer reviewers will evaluate independently each eligible proposal on each of the three 

evaluation criteria above on a "pass/fail" basis.   

In order to be considered for funding, proposals will have to be awarded a pass mark by a 

majority of peer reviewers on each of the three evaluation criteria. A proposal which fails 

one or more of the criteria will not be ranked and will not be funded. 

If there is not enough budget to fund all the proposals which pass all three evaluation 

criteria, those proposals which pass all three evaluation criteria will be ranked according to 

the marks which they received from peer reviewers. Proposals will be funded in order of this 

ranking. 

If necessary, the peer reviewers will meet as an evaluation panel in order to determine a 

priority order for proposals which have the same ranking. 
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